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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING SEPTEMBER 18, 1989 

President James Elder presided. There were fifty members 
plus three guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Gone 
With The War" was-written and read by G. Gibson carey IV. 

The writer was ten years old in 1942 when Theodore Roosevelt 
Michael was hired as a tenant farmer to run the family's 
Maryland farm. Although disabled with a bad back, illiterate 
and the father of eleven children, he was remarkably talented 
as a farmer and had a profound life-long influence on the 
writer. 

For example, a new combine arrived in four huge crates, 
completely disassembled in approximately 200 pieces and parts 
with a sixteen page instruction manual which he could not 
read. Michael spread the pieces on the stable floor, studied 
them for a day and then assembled the machine so that in 
three days it was running perfectly. 

Michael was not all serious. One evening when he drove his 
preacher wife to a Holy Roller meeting he noticed a flat bed 
farm truck parked next to the tent. He quietly untied two of 
the guy ropes supporting the tent, secured them to the back 
bumper of the truck, found the truck •·s owner in the crowd and 
told him his barn was on fire. As the truck owner raced for 
his truck, Michael and the writer made for the nearest exit 
and watched the truck roar out of the grassy field collapsing 
the huge billowing tent on the·heads of the worshippers. 

Michael taught Gibby the value of work. After the war he was 
proud that he could harness, plow and disk, castrate, fell a 
tree, lay out and plant a vegetable garden, butcher hogs, 
string wire "horse-high and hog-tight" and make hay. 

/ 

Although Michael died of a stroke in 1965, he still remains a 
powerful presence in Gibby's life and is with him always as 
he spends his summer weekends from sun-up Saturday until 
sundown Sunday satifactorily working his small Cincinnati · 
farm. 

At the annual business meeting following the reading of the 
paper, the president reported that an increase in the annual 
dues to $250.00 is being proposed. 

Annual reports by the treasurer, secretary and the 
conservator were presented. Copies are attached to the 
minutes. 

A motion was made to once again thank George Rieveschl for 
his gift of the piano to·the club. 

woody Garber was commended for his efforts as conservator. 

': 
t 
1 

\ 



··-·. 
The Literary Club 
Treasurer's Report 
September 18, 1989 

This annual report is for the fiscal year August 1, 1988 through July 31, 1989. 

The year has been notable in the substantial Improvement in the financial health of 

the Literary Club. 

As of July 31, 1988, our total assets were $377,340.21, which reflects an 

increase of almost $61,000. We carry Insurance of $480,100 (including $50,000 for 

contents), and we pay a yearly premium of $2327. Our total investments and cash 

reserves at the close of the fiscal year were $175,215, compared to $114,353. 

Operating expenses were $31,479.10, an increase of $1106 over last year. Food 

and beverage costs were $405 less than the previous year, namely $8,600; however, 

the typing of accumu·lated Literary Club papers for bindin9 resulted in a $2100 

increase in the clerical services category over last year. 

Our income from dues, initiation fees and dinner assessments totalled 

$22,473.66. 
Fund A began the year at $19,217.69 and increased to $24,817.70 by virtue of 

the Asbury· bequest. Our Fund B started at $17,421,41 and clos~d the year at 

$73,045.01. During the year Fund B provided $7,903.87 for major repairs and replace-

ments supervised by Woody Garber. The growth of Fund B was the direct result of the 

efforts of the fund-raising committee with Robert Hilton as chairman. The successful 

campaign yielded $211,425.00 in cash gifts·and pledges. Cash from gifts for this 

fiscal year was $59,574.89, leaving $151,850.11 in unpaid pledges. 

We again compliment our steward, Giovanni Ranieri, for his prudent management 

and service in our behalf, and thanks, as well, to the Officers and Trustees for 

their continued concern and devotion to Club affairs. Copies of the full report ~re 

available. 
Respectfully submitted, 

~z.;_~ 
George Rieveschl, Treasurer 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 

'ASSETS 

Building at 500 E. Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith, Inc, 

51 shares of 18th GNHA Series @414.78 per share 

Ready Asset Trust 

CHA Honey Fund 

Closing Cash Balance 

Total Merrill Lynch 

E • F. Hutton & Co. , Inc. 

Cash Reserve Management, Inc. 

Gradison Cash Reserves Trust - Fund A 

Gradison Cash Reserves Trust - Fund B 

Central Trust Operating Acct. No. 160-2941-74 

TOTAL ASSETS AS OF 7/31'/89 

* Value based on tax appraisal (70,620) x 2,86. 

21,153.00 

49,453.02 

607 .oo 

336.16 

201 ,973.20* 

71 , 549 0 18 . 

5,802.83 

24,817.70 

73,045.01 

152,29 

377,340.21 



Fund A 

Beginning Balance 

1988-89 Sources; of Funds: 

GRADISON CASH RESERVES 

1988·89.Activity 

Gifts 5,000,00 

Interest 1,715.80 

19,217.69 

Total Fund A Income 1988-89 6,715.80 

1988-89 Fund A Expenditure: 

Transfer of Interest Accrued 
as of 7/31/88 into Fund B 

Fund A Balance 7/31/89 

1,115.79 

24,817.70 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fund B 

Beginning Balance 

1988-89 Sources of Funds: 

Gifts 

Interest 

59,574.89 

2,836.79 

Transfer of interest from 
Fund A (accrued to 7/31/88) 1,115.79 

Total Fund B Income 1988-89 

1988-89 Fund B Expenditures 
(see separate Page) 

Fund B Balance 7/31/89 

17 '42 1 • 41 

63,527.47 

7,903.87 

73,045.01 



Sept. 12, •sa 

Sept. 16, •sa 

Oct. 6, •as 

Oct. 7, •sa 

Dec. 6, •sa 

Ju 1 y 21, 1 89 

GRADISON FUND'B -·REPAIRS & REPLACEMENTS 

Woodward Garber - reimb. of advance to 
Roger L. Howe - electrical work- kitchen 

Roger L. Howe· bal. of above work 

M.A.S, Construction Systems -fireproofing 
and furnace room work 

G & K Plumbing Co. - copper pipe extension 
& electric union 

Service Charge 

Woodward Garber -carpentry materials 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS FROM FUND B 1988/89 

276.82 

200.00 

6,450.00 

476.75 

.30 

500.00 

7,903.87 



CENTRAL TRUST OPERATING ACCOUNT 

STATEMENT FOR PERIOD AUGUST 1, 1988 THROUGH JULY 31, 1989 

Balance as of August 1, 1988 

Receipts 

Disbursements 

Balance as of 7/31/89 

127.05 

42,804.34 

42 '779 .10 

152.29 
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CENTRAL TRUST OPERATING ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS 

Dues and Initiation Fees 

Xmas Fund 

Withdrawals from Merrill Lynch 

Dinner Fees 

Gift 

Long distance phone reimbursements from G. Ranieri 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 1988/89 

21 , 143.66 

1,443.00 

18,800.00 

1 ,330.00 

10.00 

77.68 

42,804.34 



. DISBURSEMENTS 

Beverage 

Food 

CENTRAL TRUST OPERATING ACCOUNT 

Clerical Services 

Giovanni Ranieri Salary 

Gas & Electric 

Telephone 

Water 

Insurance 

Postage, Printing, Stationery, Supplies 

Replacements, Repairs, etc. (see details on separate page) 

Real Estate Taxes 

Socia 1 Security 

Cincinnati Income Tax 

Ohio Tax • Ohio Bureau of Employment Serv. 

Treasurer of State of Ohio 

Tot a 1 Taxes 

Miscellaneous (see details on separate page) 

Transfer of Funds 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 1988/89 

564.46 

85.22 

50.44 

84.44 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS - TRANSFERS = OPERATING EXPENSES 

42,779.10 - 11,300.00 

3,194.29 

5,405.17 

2,645.20 

2,280.00 

4,133.97 

691 • 34 

287.82 

2,277.00 

1,553.98 

424.00 

3,509.09 

784.56 

4,292.68 

11,300 .oo 

42,779.10 

31 '479. 10 



CENTRAL TRUST OPERATING ACCOUNT 

REPAIRS, REPLACEMENTS, SERVICES, ETC. 

Sept. 20, 188 Rose Exterminator Co. (termite control) 35.00 

Dec. 13, •88 John A. Diehl Co. (heating syst.- serv. call) 80.00 

Jan. 3, 189 Dangel Electronics (security syst. monitoring-
(12 months) (7/1/88-6/30/89) 180.00 

July 3, 189 Dangel Electronics (Security syst. monitoring-
6/30-12/31/89) 90.00 

July 19, •:89 Rose Exterminator Co. (termite control -
8/89-8/90) 39.00 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 88/89 
424.00 



CENTRAL TRUST OPERATING ACCOUNT 

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENDITURES 

Aug • 31 ~· 1 88 
sept. 26~· ·~a 
Sept. 26, 188 
Sept • 30 , 1 88 
Oct. 27, •88 
oct. 27, •sa 
oct. 21, •as .. 
Oct. 27, 1 88 
oct. 21, •sa 
Oct. 27, •88 
oct. 31, •sa 
Nov. 2, •sa 
Nov. 11, •as 
Nov. 15, 188 
Nov. 30, •88 
Dec. 13, •sa 
Dec. 13, •sa 
Dec. 14, 188 
Dec. 19, •as 
Dec. 19, •88 
Dec. 31, •sa 

Jan. 3, '89 
Jan. 18, '89 
Jan. 30, '89 
Jan. 30, 1 89 
Jan. 31' 189 
Feb. 1' '89 
Feb. 28, '89 
Mar. 9, '89 
Mar. 15' '89 
Mar. 31 ' '89 
Apr. 20' '89 
Apr, 30, '89 
May 10, '89 
May 24, 189 

Bank Service Charge 
Giovanni Ranieri 
~lovanni R~nlerl (carpet cleaning) 
Bank Service Charge 
G i ova n n i Ran i e r i 
Wes Fields (kitchen staff - annual 
Giovanni Ranieri {serving staff- 11 

dinner) 

Giovanni Ranieri {pay 11 

Es ton Hoard (bartender 11 

Bill Bacher { 11 
11 

Bank Service Charge 
Giovanni Ranieri (niisc. expend.- 11 

Giovanni Ranieri 
Duveneck House, Inc. {photo framing) 
Bank Service Charge 
Giovanni Ranieri (Xmas party) 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Robert P. Bradley (piano tuning) 
Eston Hoard (bartender - Xmas party) 
Giovanni Ranieri (Xmas bonus) 
Bank Service Charge 

Giovanni Ranieri (Xmas flowers) 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Rensler 1s (Alexander photo) 
Giovanni Ranieri (Xmas bonus) 
Bank Service Charge 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Bank Service Charge 
Rensler 1s (Burdell photo) 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Bank Service Charge 
Giqvanni Ranieri 
Bank Service Charge 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Giovanni Ranieri 

II ) 

II ) 

II ) 

II ) 

II 

May 31, '89 Bank Service Charge 
June 12, 189 Wesley Fields (kitchen staff - spring outing) 

) 
June 12, '89 Giovanni Ranieri (serving 11 - II II 

June 12, 189 Giovanni Ranieri (pay 
II II ) 

June 12, 189 Eston Hoard (bartender II II ) 

June 12, '89 William Bacher ( II II II ) 

June 16, '89 Giovanni Ranieri .(~qu.ipnt. rental, etc. - II ) 

June 16, '89 George H. Stamaty (yard work) 

June 30, 189 Bank Service Charge 
July 31, '89 Bank Service Charge 

TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS EXPENDITURE 1988/89 

5.82 
16.06 

125.00 
5.38 

15.43 
300.00 
200.00 
50.00 
55.00 
40.00 
1.90 

287.50 
69.97 

169.68 
3.93 

80,89 
45.10 
40.00 

110 .oo 
1,413.00 

6.38 

60.00 
4.59 

15.22 
30.00 
6.85 
7.03 
5. 59 

15.22 
11.67 
7.04 
9.86 
6. 77 

43.10 
14.13 
6.61 

300.00 
180.00 
75.00 
55.00 
40.00 

181.15 
165.37 

3. 11 
8.33 

4,292.68 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
THE 1988-1989 YEAR IN REVIEW 

Thirty-seven (37) meetings were held during the 1988-1989 
year; 6 we(e budgets and there were, of course, 2 dinner 
meetings, the Annual Banquet and the Spring Outing. Or 
should the Spring Outing more properly be called the Spring 
Ining, since for the first time in this Secretary's memory, 
the affair was held at the Club due to threatening weather 
which failed to materialize. 

1,905 members and 112 guests attended for a total of 2,017 
persons. This constitutes an average of 54.51 persons per 
meeting of which members constituted an average of 51.48. 

Two members died during the year, Eslie Asbury and Charles 
Barrett. 

Two transferred to Associate Membership, Ken Blackwell who 
moved to the District of Columbia, and John Campbell who 
adventurously moved to New Zealand. 

We admitted four new members during the year. At year-end, 
we had 95 regular, 3 honorary and 7 associate members. 

Of the 52 papers written during the year, 18 involved 
history, 7 were biography, 10 were autobiographical 
(euphemistically called personal experiences by a predecessor 
secretary), 4 were fiction, 9 were philosophical, 3 were 
poetic and 1 dealt with science. 

A successful capital improvements endowment fund was raised 
through the spartan efforts of Bob Hilton. 

Finally, at the annual election, Jim Elder was elected 
President~ Dick Vilter, Vice President1 David Reichert, 
Secretary~ George Rieveschl, Jr., Treasurer~ and Tom 
Gephardt, Clerk. Herb Curry was re-elected Trustee, and Joe 
Stern was elected to fill Dick Vilter's unexpired term as 
Trustee. 

David Reichert, Secretary 
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. THE LITERARY CLUB 

Conservator's Annual Report 
Building Preservation CommiHee Activities 

18 September 1989 

"Make it short," our new President advised me, borrowing, In modern Idiom, 
from Shakespeare's more poetic "Brevity Is the soul of wit." Since this report Is 
half wit, It will be half brief. 

We are meeting tonight in a cleared zone of a construction site. Clean for the 
moment of the thick layers of construction dust that accumulated over the 
summer, our carpet is shabby and will have to remain so until after next 
summer's worse mess. 

Our fiscal year, 1 August 1988 through 31 July 1989 (Robertson,) little reflects 
our current activity, which work Is frenzied when the Club Is closed for the 
summer, this year from 13 June 1989 to tonight. The Treasurer's Report shows 
our work before August 1, 1989. 

I can only add that the work to be completed from the summer and fall of 
1988, largely In our cellar, was finished, with minor exceptions, before winter 
and the bottom of the Fund B bucket showed up at about the same time. 

This Summer we are launched on a program devoted largely, with some 
overlap to three major categories of work: 

(1) Preparation to tile for Building Permit. We con no longer delay the 
inevitable. 

A) Sketch drawing of site, occuponcys, fire separation of 
occupancys, required means of egress, details of altered 
construction, for earliest possible permit application. 

B) Rolling steel fire shutter separating our two buildings and 
occupancys, reactivated after disuse of almost fifty years. 

C) Design conforming Fire escape, a second means of egress for 
second and third floors of 1840 building. 

D) One hour fire separation walls; B label, one hour fire door, 
hardware and frame at third floor main stairs.· 

E) Review and bring into conformity existing alarm smoke/ heat 
deteetor system. 

F) Kitchen, see below. 

(2) The Third Floor. 

A) Cleared out fire hazardous junk piled there. Robertson sorted 
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usable furniture to be repaired, remainder to be sold. 
Tore out the 1840 wood lath and rotted horse-hair reinforced 
plaster, inspected roof framing and other areas revealed for 
problems needing repair. 

B) Remove existing layered tin and shingle roofs to original 
sheeting. Install new plywood over old sheeting. Provide roof 
vent and lower vent openings leaving South elevation without 
visible exterior alteration. Frame for and Install new sash, and 
skylight, Install new standing seam copper roof. 

C) Provide proper insulation, vapor barrier, heat, light and 
ventilation for restoration of the area to safety and usefulness. 

(3) Replacement of all exterior window sash, negotiate with *Window 
Manufacturer to: 

A) Demonstrate capability to replicate the sizes and visual 
appearance of the present traditional windows with new of 
highest grade construction, using wood sash, exterior surfaces 
of sash and trim to be metal clad with factory electrostatically 
applied durable exterior finish. 

B) Glaze sash with approved clear, appropriate (for orientation) 
high-Insulating Sunblock glazing. 

C) Measure, show details and specifications of proposed window 
construction. Furnish costs for approval. 

D) Prepare shop drawings for our approval, fabricate, for 
delivery to site and start of Installation ®June 13, 1990. 

E) Skylights and North Sash third floor require delivery fall 1989. 

• We made false starts with two manufacturers who could not meet 
our requirements. We are now on gal 

(4) Additional work completed or under way. 

A) New cylinders and keying Installed throughout. 
B) New pressure-treated lumber gates to both courtyards. 
C) All exterior doors repaired. 
D) Stalrhall walls plastered above third floor east brick bearing wall. 

Underside of stair hall roof Insulated and plastered. 
F) New Commercial Refrigerator, Stove, Dish washer , 

drying racks and Cooks table on order for early delivery. This 
vast Improvement, Indicating progress toward conformity, 
should forestall instant closing of our food operation If Board of 
Health Inspects when building permit Issues. . 

G) Carl Vltz's second floor office, long abandoned, now being 
converted to child's room for Flora Ranieri. Steward's Internally 
connected apartment now wraps around three sides of the 
central second floor hall. 
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, H) Front porch columns measured, to be priced for replacement. 
J) .. Shutters being analyzed for more durable matertals and 

construction. Installation after new windows in place. 
K) Employed outside janitor service to clean up construction dust 

and dirt layered on all surfaces, windows washed inside and 
out, walls washed to ceiling, furniture cleaned and polished. 

(5) Maintenance, not Fund B As usual, emergency attention was 
required to keep our aged infrastructure limping along as we try to 
catch up. 

A) Water pressure insufficient, old main being abandoned by 
city, new 1" supply and meter on order for earty Installation. 

B) Service on boiler Including replacement relief valve. 
C) Water heater conked out, emergency service provided. 
D) Annual servicing of gas furnace revealed summer flooding 

over 24" above floor. This was caused by filtration from high 
water table from 1989 rains. Replaced damaged gas valve 
and regulator. New automatic sump pump using old pit, with 
required electrtcal service and new discharge line to 
basement floor drain on order. 

E) Requested change In securtty system timing at front door. 
Chortle Robertson arranging. 

F) At 1 0:30 PM last night Giovanni phoned me that water service 
was turned off. I called the Water Works, met their crew at the 
site, had water on temporarily to got water for Giovanni to store 
for overnight use. Valve closed again, left 1 :15 AM today. Am 
on phone now 1 :40 PM September 1 d, 1989 waiting for supervisor 
to tell me what they can do as we discussed last night to have 
water for this meeting. 
I've heard everything they can't do, and I've told this poor man 
that I haVe at least 15 Lawyer members to get on this If I don't 
get water nowl That frightens him more than me. I am going to 
press, will report what happened next year, or tonight. 
Am meeting work crew at job, 3:30 to 4:00 PM today. Anyone 
want this job? 

In my report of last year, 1 made a plea for increased dues to cut our 
continuing deficit spending for annual operating· expenses and urged 
a fund drtve for lagging Building Preservation. 

Bob Hilton volunteered to organize and chair the Fund B drive, which 
was accepted, and with his committee, was clearly successful to the 
amount shown in The Treasurer's Report. The announcement of a dues 
raise appeared with your program for the year 1989-1990. I want to thank 
Charlie Robertson and the Board of management tor their response to 
fiscal operating needs, Bob Hilton and his volunteers and all those who 
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generously pledged to the Fund B drive. They represent what our 
beloved As would describe as "Regular Members," where regular Is 
not just a description of attendance or healthy digestive condition, but 
of Loyalty and Accountability, as them Kentuckians would call "A Real 
Regular Feller." 

We have also, a rather large contingency whose pledges are 
niggardly at best. Not those who can little afford generosity, most of 
whom did contribute a responsible share. I speak of those among us 
who pride themselves on their membership, enjoy our facilities, drink our 
beer and booze, eat our suppers, but have been habitually miserly In 
return. I do not know your names, hidden in benign anonymity, but you 
know who you are. If a list of members were posted on our bulletin 
board, with a space for you voluntarily to reveal the amount of your 
pledge, would you be proud to respond? 

Five years ago the condition of our Club facility was almost beyond 
hope. An almost overwhelming interest has since been mobilized in 
support of it's preservation. A majority of our Members have 
responded with gratifying support of this effort. You have my heartfelt 
gratitude. If you are not one of these, think it over. It is not too late to 
get on board. Everything we are doing Is dedicated to the 
Improvement and permanence and value of your Club. 

by and Iorge 
Respectfully submitted, 

Woodward Garber, 
on agoin Conservator 

li 
I 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING SEPTEMBER 25, 1989 

President James Elder presided. There were thirty-four 
members plus four guests in attendance. 

The budget was organized by James w. Kennedy. 

The first paper entitled "An Appreciation" was written 
by James W. Kennedy and was a dedication to Bob Hilton 
expressing the writer's gratitude for Bob's influence on his 
life. 

The second paper written by Bob Hilton, entitled "What 
to Say", contained advice as to how one should assist a 
grieving friend. When his father died suddenly and 
unexpectedly, the writer, then 6 1/2 years old, was told that 
his father was on a business trip. While the funeral was 
being conducted he was taken on a picnic lunch. He was 
never given the chance to properly grieve for his father. 
Allowing the stricken family to talk about the dead is 
healthy because it forces them to face the finality and 
inevitability of death. What one says to the bereaved is not 
half as important as just being present during the grieving 
period. 

The third paper entitled "The Secret Annexe" was 
written by James w. Kennedy. It recounts the writer's visit 
in 1952 to the warehouse in Amsterdam where Anne Frank was 
hidden for two years during the Holocaust. Mr. Kraler, one 
of the Franks' hiders and protectors, escorted the writer 
through the bookcase which disquised the entrance to the 
secret hiding place. He was deeply moved to stand on the 
second and third floors in the back of the warehouse where 
the Franks had been hidden for two years during 1943 and 
1944. All of us have a fellowship in faith and suffering, 
hope and courage, with those who were trapped there and are 
trapped in a thousand other secret places today. 

David Reichert 

DR/pe 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING OCTOBER 2, 1989 

President James Elder presided. There were 47 members and 1 
guest in attendance. The paper entitled "In Frances's 
Footsteps" was written and read by Robert c. Vitz. 

The title refers to the numerous 19th Century Britans who 
visited Cincinnati after Mrs. Frances Trollope published her 
chronicle of American life in 1832. Many shared her 
appraisal that American behavior was course and barbaric. 

Among the more notable was Charles Dickens who, commenting on 
his 1842 visit, said that a local gathering was comprised of 
"150 first-rate bores". He did, however, describe the Queen 
City as "cheerful, thriving, and animated". 

Frances' son, Anthony, who visited the City in 1862, 
dismissed it as "slow, dingy and uninteresting". Winston 
Churchill, however, praised Cincinnati as America's most 
beautiful inland city. 

One disappointed visitor was Max O'Rell who was overjoyed in 
1890 to discover glasses of lemonade sitting on the tables in 
the Burnet House dining room. Unfortunately, the lemonade 
turned out to be local water. 

At the business meeting following the reading of the paper, 
the Minutes of the June and September meetings, after minor 
amendments, were approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

-~.~.£ 
David Reichert, Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING OCTOBER 9, 1989 

President James Elder presided. There were 43 members 
plus four guests in attendance • 

The paper entitled "Canard" was written and read by 
Guido J. Gores. 

A "canard" is a false or unfounded report or story, 
especially a fabricated report or a groundless rumor or 
belief. The writer discusses a number of his pet canards, 
notably regarding our public transportation system, including 
mass transit and the proposed Mt. Adams tramway; the social 
security system, which is not fully funded as the 
administration would have us believe; and finally the 
erroneous concept that mild inflation is desirable and 
helpful. Guido's primary concern with canards arises from 
the potential self-delusion that often accompanies them. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Y~~ 
David Reichert 
secretary l ' 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING OCTOBER 16, 1989 

. 
President James Elder presided. There were fifty 

members plus one guest present. 

The paper entitled "Ipse Dixit" was written and read by 
Frank G. Davis. 

The paper recounts numerous legal anecdotes involving 
the writer and his contemporaries. 

One involved Ophelia Emden who obtained a judgment 
against the Cincinnati Street Railway Company. When the 
company stalled in satisfying the judgment, her brother, a 
city bailiff, slapped an attachment on a streetcar coming up 
Main Street, forbidding it to be moved. As trolleys backed 
up, the company promptly paid the judgment alleviating the 
traffic jam. 

Another amusing attachment episode involved a pit 
orchestra which moved out of town without paying a judgment. 
When it returned to Cincinnati, Frank's uncle and law 
partner, Robert Gordman, had the bailiff pick up the sheet 
music off the music stands, prompting immediate payment. 

Frank also remembers the three way shift in January, 
1947 when then mayor, James Garfield Stewart was appointed to 
the Ohio Supreme court, Judge carl Rich of the Hamilton 
county Common Please court moved to the mayor's office and 
Charlie Bell returned from the Ohio Supreme court to the 
Common Pleas bench to take Judge Rich's place. 

Frank misses the old relaxed atmosphere of the county 
courthouse and regrets that the practice of law has 
deteriorated from a profession to a business. But then he is 
reminded of Dizzy Dean's response to a reporter during his 
declining years as to his pitching ability when Dizz drawled, 
"It ain't what it was, but then what the hell is?" 

David Reichert, Secretary 

I 
I 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING OCTOBER 23, 1989 

President James Elder presided. There were fifty-three 
members plus six guests present. 

The paper entitled "Stephen Girard's Legacy" was 
written and read by Charles D. Aring. 

Stephen Gerard arrived in Philadelphia from France in 
June of 1776 at the age of 26. One year later, this 
industrious, hard-working international shipper became a 
Pennsylvania resident. At one point in his life, he owned 
eighteen sailing vessels and conducted business in real 
estate, banking, commission merchant and counting house. 

In 1811 Gerard established his own bank with which he 
was able to assist in the financing of the war of 1812. 

Gerard was to become the richest man in America. He 
utilized his vast fortune to establish an orphanage which 
later became Gerard College. During its heyday in the 
1940's, it accommodated 1700 students. The remainder of 
Gerard's estate was donated to other charities, pensioners, 
the City of Philadelphia and the State of Pennsylvania where 
it continues to benefit and enrich the needy. 

I 
I 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING OCTOBER 30, 1989 

President James Elder presided at the 140th anniversary of 
the Club. There were 67 members plus 1 guest in attendance. 

Following the delightful banquet, President Elder read 
greetings from Victor Reichert who will be 93 in March 1990 
and who regretfully could not attend. 

Historian John Diehl read a paper entitled "The Bridge 
Builder" about former Literary Club member Gustave Buscaren 
who was elected 115 years ago. 

Born on Guadeloupe in 1840, Buscaren came to the United 
States with his father and after graduating at the Lycee St. 
Louis in Paris, became a successful engineer. 

He was to design many railroad bridges and eventually became 
chief engineer for the Southern Railway system. Among his 
more notable achievements was the recommendation of the 
feasibility of what was to become the George Washington 
Bridge in New York and the design of the Cincinnati 
Waterworks. 

The second paper entitled "The Anniversary Meeting" was 
written and read by James Elder. At this, the 140th 
anniversary meeting of the Club, Jim questions the lack of 
imagination of calling it merely "The Anniversary Meeting". 
He suggests that Club members should have thought of a more 
colorful name for such an eventful evening. After all, Japan 
has its "Happy Couple's Day", England has Guy Fawkes Day, and 
The Literary Club could have "Anything Goes Day" or even 
"Benedict Arnold's Day" to celebrate the betrayal of his 
country which occurred during the fall of the year. 

The paper continues with whimsical recommendations to the 
Trustees with respect to the menu for the occasion suggesting 
an abstinence from beans, lettuce, cucumbers and, heavens 
forbid, alcoholic beverages. 
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Majestic time whispers to me that on March 17 

I will be 93 and that it is time to stop my ravings. 

For the golden memories of the past and the 
· .. , .• 

silver links of the present, I am· grateful. 

May The Literary Club in the corning y~ar see 

mostly sunny days. With fond tokens of friendship, 

I am, 

Victor E. Reichert 
The Literary Club 
October 30, 1989 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING NOVEMBER 6, 1989 

' 
President James Elder presided. There were 53 members plus 7 
guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Flexner and 
Cincinnati" was written and read by John M. Tew, Jr. 

Abraham Flexner was an educator whose survey in 1910 
dramatically revolutionized medical education in the United 
States. 

His plan called for full-time professors of clinical medicine 
to be paid fixed salaries for teaching and research. 

Flexner became a member of the Rockefeller Foundation and was 
responsible for a grant of $700,000.00 to the University of 
Cincinnati College of Medicine when it converted to a 
full-time faculty. As a spin-off in 1929, the University 
opened Holmes Hospital where patients paid for their 
accommodations and services. 

Flexner capped his career in 1930 when he founded the 
Institute of Advanced Study at Princeton. As its first 
director, he gathered the world's most distinguished 
scientists highlighted by the 1933 addition of Albert 
Einstein. 

At the business meeting following the reading of the paper, 
the minutes of the October meetings were accepted as read. 

George Rieveschl proposed the following amendment to Section 
2 of the Bylaws: 

"Section 2. DUES: The annual dues of members shall be 
$250.00, payable in advance, one-half on the first of 
October and one-half on the first of April. The dues 
of each member shall be prorated to begin on the first 
full month following his election to membership. 

The annual dues of associate members will be $40.00 
payable in advance in April." 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the amendment was 
unanimously approved. 

David Reichert 
Secretary 

it ted, . r--' 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING NOVEMBER 13, 1989 

President James Elder presided. There were 54 members plus 6 
guests in attendance. The paper entitled "People to People" 
was written and read by Alan R. Vogeler. 

The paper describes a trip taken by the writer and his wife 
in 1988 to India and Nepal as part of the People to People 
program originally inaugurated by President Eisenhower. 

In addition to meeting other lawyers, Alan visited New Delhi, 
Jaipur, Fatehpur Sikri, Agra with the magnificent Taj Mahal 
and Varanasi. From India, the Vogelers traveled to Kathmandu 
and Mt. Everest and the Himalayan Mountains. 

Prior to the reading of the paper, Eugene L. Saenger read a 
memorial to Charles M. Barrett. 
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Charles M. Barrett, M.D. 

A Memory 

Charles M. Barrett, M.D., one of the greatest citizens of our 
community, was a member of the Literary Club all too briefly. 
Elected on January 4, 1982, he became an associate member on 
October 24, 1988 • 

Dr. Barrett had a most distinguished career greatly ennobling 
our community. A graduate of Xavier in 1934 and u.c. College of 
Medicine in 1938, early in his career he developed a lifelong 
interest in cancer especially directed toward the needs of 
patients. He was largely responsible for establishment of the 
Neoplastic Disease Registry, the Papanicolau Laboratory and was 
Director of the Cancer Teaching Program of the Medical School for 
many years. 

He never spoke ill of any person if he could avoid it and 
always searched for and found an admirable characteristic even in 
those he should have disliked. It was never really obvious that he 
disliked anyone.· Even when deeply involved in medical, 
educational, and business administration he kept a hand in the 
actual practice of radiology by reading x-rays at night at Our Lady 
of Mercy Hospital, attending Tumor Board meetings at the Cincinnati 
General Hospital, now University Hospital, and by seeing 
consultations in Radiation Oncology. He built this specialty in 
Cincinnati by bringing to the City young physicians who became 
leaders in this field. Though he was a builder of institutions, he 
continued to be "a people doctor" for that is what he loved most in 
his professional life. He enjoyed the Literary Club as a means of 
cultural expression but because of illness had only a few years of 
this important association. 

He served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the 
University of Cincinnati, Chairman of the Greater Cincinnati 
Chamber of Commerce, Cincinnati Business Committee. He served in 
countless civic activities much to the betterment of our city. 

He died on May 13, 1989. He is survived by May Belle Finn 
Barrett, 5 children and 16 grandchildren. 

His gentle wit, his good fellowship and wise counsel will be 
greatly missed by his colleagues at the Literary Club. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frank H. Mayfield, M.D. 
Richard w. Vilter, M.D. 
Eugene L. Saenger, M.D., Chairman 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING NOVEMBER 20, 1989 

' President.James Elder presided. There were 49 members plus 6 
guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Saving the Flag" 
was written and read by Bruce I. Petrie. 

Is there majority rule in this country or is the majority 
manipulated by public relation firms and politicians into 
believing so? According to the mythical public relations 
firm of Button, Down, Stripe and Yuppie, voters receive 
messages from the large end of a power funnel (i.e. 
television), and send power to rule back into the funnel in a 
narrow, but powerful stream. 

Thus, through staged hysteria, the president is able to stir 
patriotic Americans into denouncing flag burning by ACLU 
liberals and demand the adoption of a constitutional 
amendment to protect the flag. 

There is a gaping difference between freedom of speech and 
freedom of thought. The majority in a democracy exalts the 
former, but insidiously stifles the latter, creating such a 
compulsion to conform, that endorsement of an idea by the 
majority drains the moral vitality from contrary ideas. 

As a result, the American consumer society devotes little 
attention to public affairs, thus encouraging a small 
oligarchy to use television techniques to assemble voters 
into large majorities focusing their attention on small 
issues. 

Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINU'rES OF MEETING NOVEMBER 27, 198q 

President James Elder presided. There were 54 members plus 6 
guests in attendance. The budget was organized and read by 
Morse Jo~nson with the common theme of a Supreme Court pledge 
of alleg1ance case and Jane Austen's Sense and Sensibility. 

The first paper entitled "The Bible Tells Us This and We Must 
Obey", was written by Morse Johnson. When two Pennsylvania 
grade school students were expelled for refusing to salute 
and pledge allegiance to the American flag because of their 
belief as Jehovah's Witnesses, their parents filed suit. 

The ruling of The District Court and Court of Appeals that 
requiring students to salute the flag was unconstitutional 
was reversed by the Supreme Court which held that national 
unity is the basis of national security, and the American 
flag is a symbol which inspires the binding of cohesive 
sentiment. 

Three years later, the Supreme Court reversed itself, ruling 
that freedom of speech, of press, of assembly and of worship 
may not be infringed upon for such slender grounds, and are 
susceptible of restriction only to prevent grave and 
immediate interest which the state may lawfully protect. 

The second paper entitled "Literary Criticism" was written by 
Robert H. Allen. The writer, extolling the virtues of Jane 
Austen's novels, sees her as an author torn between the joy 
of finding an illuminating human oddity on the one hand and, 
on the other, the duty of creating a plot and making the 
reader empathize with the proper members of the cast. 

According to Bob, there is hardly any page of her novels that 
is less than perfect in language, tone, and humor -- in 
simply, direct pleasure for the reader. Few novelists have 
remained as readable and enjoyable as Jane Austen. 

The third paper entitled "An Emotional Tar Baby" was written 
by Robert w. Hilton, Jr. When the writer was summoned by the 
budget organizer to craft a paper on the subjects of the 
Pledge of Allegiance case and Sense and Sensibility, it 
became evident that the true topic was manipulation of people 
by people; the manipulators acting either ~s a ~art of 
society or individually. While contemplat1ng h1s paper on an 
extremely hot summer day, he was implored by a fa~, slovenly 
man, 17 years his junior, to help carry a heavy w1ndow fan to 
the owner's bus. 

It was not until completing the sweltering task like a 
Chinese coolie that he realized he had been "played like a 
fiddle", and that we are all manipulators who are 
manipulated. 

David Reichert, Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING DECEMBER 4, 1989 

President James Elder presided. There were 44 members plus 4 
guests in attendance. The paper entitled "A Stain Upon The 
Silence" was written and ready by Robert Smith. 

In rhyme and prose, the paper recounts the life of Samuel 
Beckett. Beckett gives no interviews and will not discuss 
his work. But his first cousin, Peter, was the writer's best 
friend when they were medical students together at Trinity. 

Beckett met James Joyce in Paris during the thirties when he 
was taking up a fellowship. He assisted Joyce in the writing 
of "Finnegan's Wake". 

During World War II, Beckett joined the French resistance. 
His great masterpiece "Waiting for Godot" was initially 
written in French during 1945. It was first produced in the 
United States in Miami where it had a hostile reception. 
Subsequently, it played New York successfully. At the time 
the paper was read, Beckett was living in Paris where his 
most recent writing was a meditation on old age and 
loneliness. He died several weeks after the paper was read. 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING DECEMBER 11, 1989 

President James Elder presided. There were 66 members plus 7 
guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Professors With 
Sagging Midriffs" was written and ready by Henry R. Winkler . 

Henry relates a few highlights (punctuation marks, he calls 
them) of his academic career. In the early 1970's while he 
was Senior.Vice President for Academic Affairs at Rutgers, 
for three and a half days angry students occupied the 

·Administration building in protest to the Vietnamese War. 

While he was President of the University of Cincinnati, there 
was a faculty strike. 

The most memorable incident, however, was joining a group of 
historians to march into Montqomery, Alabama with Martin 
Luther King. In an extremely gripping and moving experience, 
Henry describes how the civil rights marchers proceeded 
through the poverty ridden black slums, the white section of 
Montgomery and finally to the State Capitol which flew the 
Alabama State flag and the Confederate flag but not that of 
the United States. 

Why did he and 20,000 others do it? Some, perhaps, because 
they were motivated by guilt, some because they wanted to be 
on the spot observers of history, but most because of a sense 
of commitment. 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING DECEMBER 18, 1989 

PresiQent James Elder presided at the Holiday observance. 
Upon arrival at the club, the 48 members and 2 guests were 
greeted wit~ bright re~ carnations and a cup of tasty 
eggn?g. .. Pr 1or to turn1ng the program over to the Trustees, 
Pres1~ent Eld7r presented our beloved steward, Giovanni, with 
a Chr1stmas g1ft. 

The first paper entitled "A Visit From St. Nicholas" was 
written by Joseph Stern, Jr. and read by J. Roger Newsteadt. 
The paper explores the origins of the Santa Claus and St. 
Nicholas myths. Legend has Nicholas born about 270 A.D., 350 
miles northwest of Bethlehem on the shores of the 
Mediterranean. A foremost saint in Christendom from the 
Thirteenth Century until the Sixteenth Century, it is 
believed that the thought of giving gifts to children in his 
name originated in France during the Thirteenth Century. The 
Dutch brought St. Nicholas to the new world in the 
Seventeenth Century where Clement Clarke Moore transferred 
him into his current popularity with his poem "A Visit From 
St. Nicholas", more popularly known as "Twas The Night Before 
Christmas". 

The second paper entitled "The World According to Mr. Magoo" 
was written and read by Herbert F. Curry. Herbert 
elaborately describes his profile of a curmudgeon. Impatient 
with cant, characterized by certainty, steadfast and 
reliable, he might campaign to recarpet his clubhouse in the 
same pattern and colors that had been installed 60 years 
earlier. Can a woman be a curmudgeon? Herbert thinks that 
Erica Jong became one years ago and that Jane Fonda will 
attain such status. Is Mr. Whig a curmudgeon? Could a 
curmudgeon become a member of The Literary Club or, indeed, 
are there curmudgeons in The Literary Club? Herbert leaves 
the answers to these questions to his audience. 

The third paper entitled "The Smile That Wins Revisited" was 
written and read by J. Roger Newsteadt. Having lost his 
beloved Millicent to illness, Adrian Mulliner had returned to 
detective work where he met a lovely widow, Angela Capthorne, 
with whom he fell madly in love. Unfortunately for the 
lovers, Mrs. Capthorne's income was derived from her la~e 
husband's trust administered by her unfilial son, Hardw1ck, a 
rising member of a prestigious New York inves.tment firm who 
threatened to withhold her income if she married Adrian. 
Adrian attended the Seventh Annual Drexel High Yield Bond 
Conference at the Beverly Hills Hotel with T. Boone Pickins, 
Carl Icahn, Saul Steinberg, Ivan Boesky and others. Th7re he 
obtained inside information which he passed on to Hardw1ck, 
thus preventing him from selling National Can which 
subsequently increased sharply in value. The trustee 
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released the funds enabling Adrian and Angela to be joined in 
marital bliss. 

After the reading of the papers, Bob Kalthoff led rousing 
Christmas carols on George Rieveschl's new piano, followed by 
a Holiday feast featuring what is believed to be the fortieth 
annual Asbury turkey. 

Respectfully submitted, 
. 
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I.· '\ 

,, . 

. ') ! 'J 

. , I 

, , rJ l ,, , fi(l 1 n ·' 

. ·' . I 

THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING JANUARY 8, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 63 members plus 1 
guest in attendance. The paper entitled "A Nose Knows No 
No's" was written and read by Martin B. Macht. 

Gertrude Stein was once a medical student at the Johns 
Hopkins Universify. She entered the school in 1897 after 
being graduated from Radcliffe where she studied psychology 
with Hugo Munsterberg and William James. Although completing 
four years at Hopkins, she was never graduated. She did 
extremely well her first two years, but her grades fell 
sharply in the third and fourth years. 

She insisted she did not stay in medicine because she was 
bored. However, her brother Leo's withdrawal from the 
graduate school he was attending and his departure from 
Baltimore, and a passionate and ultimately disastrous love 
affair with another woman may have contributed to her loss of 
interest. 

The paper relates some interesting Stein anecdotes told to 
the writer by his father who entered the medical school in 
1902, the year after she left. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ ·~ . v~ \~---
David Reichert, Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING JANUARY 15, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 49 members plus 4 
guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Episode at Crow 
Lake" was written and read by Robert H. Allen. 

Is life a game wherein one shifts things until one finds a 
game that one likes and can always win; where we all try to 
match our game to our talent and temperament? The author's 
two person, three act play is about George, a retired 
postman, divorced from his wife, who has escaped into the 
woods with his books to decide what the world is all about. 

One rainy night, Betty stumbles into his cabin. She has 
spent her life looking forward to being part of something but 
has never found anything really worth being a part of. 

Discovering that George is more interested in books than 
people (he was so interested in new books that he didn't 
notice his wife had left him until he got hungry for dinner), 
Betty decides to leave. After reading Shaw's "Man and 
Superman" at the urging of George, she decides to stay, and 
the game between them commences as the final curtain falls. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING JANUARY 22, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 43 members 
plus six guests in attendance. 

The paper entitled "Triple cross" was written and read 
by Stewart B. Dunsker. 

The paper relates the story of two German spies 
operating in England during world war II. Gwyn Evans was an 
Argentinian with a German mother and a paternal grandfather 
who had escaped the English repression against the Welsh. 
Known as "the Monk" because he was kept in isolation during 
his espionage training in Germany prior to world war II, he 
interacted with H.A.R. (Kim) Philby (HARP), head of British 
counter-intelligence. 

Notwithstanding the infamy of the two spies, Britain's 
so-called Double cross Committee was able to deceive the 
Germans into believing the 1944 invasion would take place at 
calais rather than Normandy. It later turned out that HARP 
was a triple agent when he fled to the soviet Union in 1963 
because his involvement in a soviet spy ring was about to be 
revealed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

-----y ~ \!~-------
David Reichert 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING JANUARY 29, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 44 members plus 1 
guest in attendance. The budget was organized by John w. 
Peck and read by Robert Allen. 

Based upon the theme of gods and goddesses of mythology, the 
first paper entitled "A Near Myth" was written by Judge 
Peck. He selected Aphrodite, the goddess of love, known by 
the Romans as Venus. Aphrodite was, of course, a catalyst 
for the Trojan war. In order to win the golden apple, she 
bribed Paris by promising him the most beautiful woman in the 
world, Helen who was married to Menelaus. When Paris ran off 
with Helen, the Trojan war erupted. contrary to the Romans 
who viewed Venus in a happy light, the Greeks generally 
considered Aphrodite to be a dangerous and spiteful goddess: 
the ultimate seductress. 

The second paper entitled "My Friend, Hera" was written by 
Oliver M. Gale. Hera, is identified as the protector of 
women. Known by the Romans as Juno, she is the prototype of 
matronly virtue and dignity. Possessed of a jealous 
disposition she was constantly pursuing her husband zeus, a 
philanderer, who coupled with no less than 17 consecutive 
generations of mortal women and a galaxy of immortals 
including his mother, sister and daughter. Together with 
Aphrodite, she was part of the beauty contest which took 
place prior to the Trojan war. Since she was not the winner, 
she did everything possible during that epic to help the 
Greeks. 

The third paper entitled "Hestia, Goddess of the Hearth" was 
written by Robert H. Al~en. As the title suggests, Hestia 
was the goddess of the hearth and commonly received the first 
of public sacrifices. She is virtually unknown in mythology, 
and her heritage comes down to us primarily through her Roman 
name of vesta after whom a group of virgins was named. 

oavid Reichert, secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING FEBRUARY 5, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 47 members 
and 2 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Don't Shoot 
the Piano Player; He's the Only One We've Got or The Literary 
Club and the First Amendment" was written and read by Robert 
J. Kalthoff. 

A recent episode at Findlay Market revealed to the 
author that music is to be felt and responded to. Not to 
involve oneself in music-- to treat it as audible wallpaper, 
is to reduce music to just another element of our 
surroundings. 

Oftentimes, however, the artist falters. This occurred 
to Maria Callas at the end of her career during 1974-75 when 
she had to stop during Carmen. Fritz Kreisler lost the rich 
expr~ssive sounds of his violin after he was hit by a car at 
the age of 66 in 1941. Rachmaninoff at age 73 in 1942-43 was 
a shell of his former self as a result of cancer. Even the 
great Artur Rubenstein at age 81 in 1978 abandoned the stage 
of Music Hall when he became lost in a Chopin scherzo. 

According to the author, Joe Sagmaster insisted that 
The Literary Club had an unwritten rule that writers should 
not include in their papers anecdotes of personal experiences 
with famous people. The writer deplores this rule and 
rightfully so. Frankly, your Secretary is unaware of such 
rule. 

The author, who studied piano with Heinrich Von Huesen, 
a student of Emil von Sauer, the last pupil of Franz Liszt, 
relates some of his experiences as a pre-med student 
accompanist with the Union College Navy Glee Club. Most 
memorable was his accompanying the choir master in an organ 
recital broadcast when his playing partner erroneously failed 
to take a page cut, musically freeing the young virtuoso to 
rise to his most memorable performance. 

At the business meeting following the reading of the 
paper, the minutes of the January meetings were read and 
approved. Charles E. Scripps was elected to membership. 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING FEBRUARY 12, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were fifty-six 
members plus seven guests present. 

The paper entitled "The Tragedy of the crater" was 
written and read by Joseph s. Stern, Jr. 

The Battle of the crater which occurred near 
Petersburg, Virginia, was one of the most bizarre episodes 
and least chronicled events of the Civil war. General Grant 
realized that since he could not take Richmond from the north 
or east, he might take it from the south. 

About twenty-five miles south of Richmond lay 
Petersburg through which ran a network of railroads 
connecting the south and the east. If Grant could cut those 
lines, he could isolate Richmond and deprive Lee's army of 
its supplies. Among the Union troops laying seige to 
Petersburg were veterans of the 48th Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Infantry who were mostly miners from the anthracite region of 
Pennsylvania. They suggested digging a five hundred foot 
mine shaft past the trenches to blow up the Rebel fort and 
thus capture the city. 

The engineers did their part in digging the shaft and 
the explosion worked; the fort was blown to smithereens. 
However, because of incompetent Union leadership resulting in 
the foolish selection by lot of weak troops led by drunken 
General James A. Ledlie, the Union charge through the gap 
created by the explosion turned into a catastrophe. The 
Confederates rapidly recovered from the surprise and closed 
the gap. The Union lost four thousand men and the 
Confederate, one thousand. 

Instead of then ending the war, it dragged on for 
another nine months until General Lee's dilapidated and 
depleted forces collapsed from sheer exhaustion. 

Following the reading of the paper, newly elected 
member charles E. scripps signed the membership roster. 

Respectful_!_~ 

v~, 
David Reichert, secretary 

' ' 
! ' 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING FEBRUARY 19, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 39 members plus 2 
guests present. The paper entitled "Number Eight Was A Man's 
Turn" was written and read by Holden Wilson, Jr. 

In 1961, the Wilsons began visiting the Yeamans Hall Golf 
Club located about 10 miles north of Charleston, South 
Carolina. Eventually, they purchased a cottage located on 3 
acres surrounded by stately trees and beautiful foliage. 
Located approximately 10 miles from the ocean, Yeamans Hall 
became a haven for body and soul until hurricane Hugo came 
through on September 27, 1989 and wreaked carnage on their 
trees and cottage. 

After some rather trying negotiations with the insurance 
agent, the restoration and replanting began so that future 
generations could continue to enjoy their home away from 
home. 

Respectfully submitted, 

i ' 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING FEBRUARY 26, 1990 

President- James Elder presided. There were 42 members 
plus ~ guest~ in attendance. As if by divine intervention, 
on th~s even1ng when t~e a~nounced subject of the budget 
organ1zed by Lawson Whttestdes was history, history was 
indeed made as the backed-up sewer in the Club's basement 
required that the meeting be held at the University Club. 

The first paper entitled "What is History?" was written 
by Robert W. Hilton, Jr. Is history the events of the past 
or the record of those events? History can be approached 
from three different viewpoints, that of the persons 
described, that of the recorder and that of the reader. 
Napoleon, for example, believed he fought to end hereditary 
privilege and to spread liberty, equality and fraternity 
throughout Europe. History is frequently written to prove a 
point. Most of the great historians attempted to be true to 
their facts, but every historian sees the past through the 
present and his writings are colored by contemporary values. 
As such, histories can sometimes tell us almost as much about 
the values of the time in which they were written as they do 
about the persons and events of the years which are being 
discussed. The intelligent reader of history should be open 
minded and read as many points of view as possible seeking 
wisdom and consensus and being ever mindful of all biases. 

The second paper entitled "Young Joseph Brown" was 
written by Ethan B. Stanley. At age 22, Joseph Brown became 
the private Secretary to President James Garfield. When 
Garfield was shot on July 2, 1881, many administrative 
decisions fell upon Brown's shoulders. He discharged his 
responsibility with great maturity and skill until the 
President eventually died on September 19. 

Brown declined assisting the new administration under 
Chester Arthur, electing instead to sort and arrange the late 
President's papers, a task that kept him occupied for.almost 
two years. Sensing that Brown was to become her son-tn-law, 
Mrs. Garfield paid his tuition to Yale so he could study 
geology. He subsequently worked for the U.S. Geological 
Survey and lived happily married to the President's daughter, 
Mollie, until he died in 1941 at age 83. 

The third paper entitled "Ke~tuckians to ~he .'~9 G~ld 
Rush" was written by Lawson Whitestdes. Frankltn Whttestdes, 
a southern Kentucky farmer and storekeeper, traveled to 
California in 1850 in pursuit of the Gold Rus~. Upon 
arrival, he elected not to mine for gold but tnstead went 
into the real estate business and started a hardware.supply 
company. Crowded housing and rampant crime forced htm to 
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sell his property and possessions in 1857 and return to 
Kentucky. Upon his return, he learned that his father had 
died and that he was the principal owner of the family 
plantation~ With the help of his wife, he founded a boarding 
school for girls on the property. 

The paper also follows Franklin's young nephew, Mark, 
who also went to California but then traveled to Paris where 
he visited the grave of his namesake, the Marquis de 
Lafayette before returning to Kentucky to buy the local 
newspaper. 

Unlike the Whitesides who struck it rich in California, 
the displaced members of the Literary Club were required to 
forego their usual pre and post-paper sustenance as a result 
of their historic displacement. 

--
David Reichert 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING MARCH 5, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were forty-five 
members and three guests in attendance. 

The paper entitled "What Every Hoosier Knows" was 
written and read by Thomas s. Gephardt. 

Born in Greenfield, Indiana, in October, 1849, the son 
of a lawyer and member of the Indiana Legislature, James 
Whitcomb Riley was to become by the turn of the century, 
America's most widely known and beloved American. Following 
a short career as a Bible salesman and sign painter, he began 
publishing his poetry in 1870 at age twenty-one. Eventually 
he left Greenfield when the Indianapolis Journal offered him 
a permanent job, a desk and $25 a week. His poems were 
published by a company that later became Bobbs Merrill which 
estimated in 1949 that it had sold more than three million of 
his volumes. 

Although Riley became widely sought after as a lecturer 
and a national poet, he was morose, lonely and depressed, and 
throughout his adult life wrestled with an alcohol problem. 
In 1912 he was elected to the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters and was awarded its gold medal for poetry. Since his 
death in July, 1916, his popularity has gradually eroded. 
His ultimate gift, however, was his unique ability to touch 
ordinary people with his poetry. 

Prior to the reading of the paper, the President 
announced the death of Robert M. Galbraith. 

At the business meeting following the reading of the 
paper, proclamations were read honoring Robert ~ilton and 
woody Garber for their dedicated contributions to the Club. 

Nick Clooney was elected to membership. 

Respectful 

~~ 
David Reichert, Secretary 
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PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, Mr. Robert W. Hilton, Jr. has been a 
dedicated member of the Literary Club for 23 years and 
has devoted countless hours to serving the Club as a 
former member of the Board of Management, and as 
President of the Club in 1982-83, and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Hilton· has been instrumental in 
introducing to our Club many of its present and past 
membership, and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Hilton has in the years 1988 and 1989 
been singularly responsible for conducting the campaign 
to raise voluntary contributions to the Literary Club's 
Fund B from the membership, and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Hilton by his inimitable ability to 
touch the hearts (and the pocketbooks) of his peers 
within the Club, by virtue of his devotion to the Club, 
his sincerity in requesting our largesse, and his humor 
in delineating the inescapable need for our compliance, 
has achieved the astounding results of a princely sum 
of funds in that aforesaid campaign, 

THEREFORE, be it now unanimously affirmed that the 
Board of Management, acting on behalf of the members of 
the Literary Club, do hereby extend their humble thanks 
and grateful appreciation to Mr. Robert w. Hilton, Jr. 
and to express to him the deep affection which all our 
members do feel for him. 

Enacted this ___ day of December in the year of 
our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Nine, at 
the Club House at East Fourth Street, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 45202. 

Given this day under the hand of the President, 

James L. Elder 

1'· 

l: 
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· W9£T/l(f£f4S, Mr. Wooawara (jar6er lias been a aeaicatea 
member of the Literary C{ub for tftirty· three years ana has aevotea 
countCess fwurs to serving the C{ub as a fonner member of the tJJoara 
of Management, ana as the Presitfent of the C{ub in 1984-198~ ana 

'W!I{f£9(f£Jt5, Mr. (jarber has spearheaaea efforts to 
improve the financia{ founaation upon which the C{ub standS 6y 
he{ping to estab{ish runa)l ana runt£13 in 1985, ana 

W9if£9(f£f4S, Mr. (jar6er, having proposea the creation of 
the post of Conservator to oversee the care ana nurture of the !/{ouse 
ana (jroundS of the C{u6, has faithfu.CCy servea in that capacity since 
ana has been instrumenta{ in bringing about many much-neeaea 
renovations, ana 

W9if£9(f£f4S, Mr. (jarber has {a6orea proaigious{y, 6oth 
physica{{y ani menta{{y, in meeting antf so{vitrtJ the many pro6{ems of 
maintenance of the C{ub 9iouse auring the past sit years, to the great 
benefit of the members, 

rJ!I{f£9(f£109(f£, be it now unanimous{y reso{vea ana 
affirmed tliat the '13oartf of !Management, acting on 6elialf of the 
mem6ers of the C{u6, tfo here6y e~entf their hum6{e tfianK5 ani 
grateful appreciation to !Mr. 'Wootfwartf {jar6er and to ezyress to 
him tlie tfeep affection which a(( our mem6ers tfo fee{ for him. 

'Enacted this fifth tfay of March, in the year of our Lori One 
'Ifr.ousani 9{jne !J{undretf ani 9{jnety, at the C{u6 !J{ouse at five 
huntfrea i£ast fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

{jiven this tfay unrfer tlie fiant{ of tlie Presitfent, 

James L. i£{aer 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING MARCH 12, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 50 members plus 2 
guests in attendance. The paper entitled "How They Do It" 
was written and read by John Caldwell. 

The paper explores the widely divergent work habits of 
leading authors. Danielle Steel, for example, stays in her 
nightgown and sometimes doesn't comb her hair for a week. 
Gustave Flaubert shouted out loud as he wrote. Marx rarely 
took a bath and Hemingway was extremely dirty. 

Although writers are diverse, the single element that draws 
them together is their desire to thrive on the creative 
process; to breathe life off a page. 

Quality is measured by whether the book articulates general 
human experiences, deals with central issues, affects the 
reader, changes one's life, and is fun to read. 

Hard work is also essential as evidenced by Edison's 
observation that "genius is 1% inspiration and 99% 
perspiration." 

~s~~tt.er-
David Reichert, Secretary 

.. . ' 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING MARCH 19, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 44 members 
plus seven guests in attendance. 

The paper entitled "Work In Progress: Elzner & 
Anderson• was written and read by Walter E. Langsam • 

For the past 25 years, the writer has been collecting 
information on Cincinnati architecture and architects. To 
date his computer data base lists over 10,000 buildings, 
primarily in the Cincinnati area. 

Walter's paper focused on Elzner & Anderson, which, 
from the late 1880's to the brink of World War II, was 
perhaps the leading architectural firm in the Cincinnati 
area. 

A. 0. Elzner was born in Cincinnati in 1862. A member 
of The Literary Club, he initially worked as a draftsman for 
James w~~~~Laughlin who designed the Cincinnati Art Museum, 
the YMCA ~ Seventh and Walnut Street and the Schubert 
Theater.~ Elzner was responsible for the en~argement and 
remodeling of The Literary Club's home at 25 E. Eighth Street 
and after leaving the Club for a number of years, rejoined in 
1929 to help design the present meeting room. 

George Anderson, born in 1869, joined Elzner in 1897 
and practiced with him until he died in 1916. Together they 
built over 150 homes in the Cincinnati area. Their most 
notable structure was the Ingall's building, built of 
reinforced concrete in 1903 and at that time by far the 
tallest high-rise office building in the world. 

Walter regrets that his paper cannot be enhanced by the 
use of slides and urges that Club traditions be modified to 
permit their use, not as a substitute, but as a supplement to 
certain papers when appropriate. 

David Reichert 

i "'' 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING MARCH 26, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 45 members plus 2 
guests in attendance. The budget was organized and read by 
Herbert F. Curry. 

The first paper entitled "The Human Computer" was written by 
Charles D. Aring. Who has not been frustrated by the 
inability to recall a name? This variety of amnesia 
particula:ly afflicts tho~e beyond middle age. Citing some 
embarrass1ng moments of h1s own, the writer suggests 
associative techniques for overcoming the problem and 
particularly recommends exercise of the mind rather than 
disuse. 

The second paper entitled "They called him 'The Dog Man'" was 
written by James M. Alexander, Jr. At age 7 or 8, the 
writer's maid took him on a bus ride around his home town of 
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee. Particularly noticeable on the 
bus was a tall, roughly dressed man with unkempt hair, a 
scraggly beard and a far away look in his pale blue eyes. He 
was known as "the Dog Man" because he and his 8 or 10 seedy 
but devoted collies lived in a shack built of packing cases 
and scrap lumber far back in the woods. 

That evening, after finishing dessert, two policemen appeared 
at Jim's door stating they had found the Dog Man's body 
sprawled face down on a trail in a wooded ravine with the 
handle of an ice pick protruding from his back. Because the 
writer was the only person on the bus recognized by the bus 
driver, the police proceeded during the evening to bring to 
his house for possible identification suspected negro males 
picked up by their dragnet. Neither he nor his maid were 
able to identify any of the suspects. 

The assassin was never identified nor apprehended. For many 
nights thereafter Jim would awaken in a cold sweat after a 
nightmare that always centered around a shadowy figure 
climbing through his window with an ice pick in his hand. 

The third paper entitled "The Little Ditch" was written by 
Herbert F. Curry. In 1882, under the direc~ion of General 
Stephen Turr, construction began of the Cor1nth Canal across 
the Isthmus of Corinth. The canal opened in July 1893. Four 
miles long, the maximum cut was 285 feet and the average cut 
190 feet. It is 69 feet wide below sea level and 89 2/3 feet 
wide at sea level. The writer traveled through the canal 



' '' 

last July and because of the steep configuration of its walls 
had the feeling that he was in a tall, narrow, skytopped 
hallway. 

Unfortunately, the waterway does not receive substantial use 
because when the weather is not fair, mighty blasts of air 
rush from one gulf to another, and reversing currents from 
the tides present a potential hazard for captains willing to 
risk their ships in the narrow canal. 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING APRIL 2, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 44 members plus 
one guest -in attendance. The paper entitled "DEVOL-RY" was 
written and read by Douglas M. Mansfield. 

Having ~iv~d in three ~ajor river towns, New Orleans, Memphis 
and LoUlSVllle and hav1ng descended fairly directly from two 
riverboat gamblers known as "The Handsome Maxwell Brothers", 
the writer became interested in the age of steamboats and 
particularly the professional gamblers attracted to their 
cosmopolitan passengers. 

Although early steamboats were primarily freight carriers 
with no accommodations for passengers, by 1820 there were 60 
boats on the river, by 1835, 250, and during their heyday 15 
years prior to the Civil war, some 500 principal boats on the 
Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. 

Prior to the Civil war, there were some 2,000 gamblers on the 
boats, the most famous of whom was George Devol. Born in 
Marietta, Ohio in 1829, Devol was famous for both his hands 
and his head. With a skull reported to be nearly an inch 
thick, he won many fights by butting his opponent. He also 
made a fortune with a game called Three Card Monte, played 
with three cards similar to the shell game. 

After taking a gambler's cash, Devol would bet on anything 
including chicken from chicken farmers, mules from muleteers, 
alligators from side show owners, slaves from plantation 
owners, etc. Despite making a fortune, Devol promptly would 
lose it all at the Faro tables, and he died penniless in 1903 
at the age of 73. 

At the business meeting following the reading of the paper, 
the minutes of the March meetings were read and approved. 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING APRIL 9, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 51 members plus 3 
guests in, attendance. The paper Pnti tled "Ordeal and 
Triumph" was written and read by William D. Behnke. 

The paper exa~ines the biographical accuracy of "Patton", a 
1969 movie starring George c. Scott in the title role of the 
famous World War II General. 

Patton's father was a district attorney in r.os Angeles. His 
paternal grandfather was a third generation Virginian who 
fought for the Confederacy, and his maternal grandfather was 
initially a Tennessee Indian trader who later became one of 
the largest land owners in Southern California. 

Patton resolved at an early age to be a warrior and leader 
like his ancestors. He believed that military traits should 
not be veiled but in fact displayed, and therefore had an 
exceptional sense of theater and dramatic flair. He 
developed an aristocratic bearing, threatening scowl, 
ruthlessness, and perhaps most noticeably a vast reservoir of 
profanity. The famous incident where he slapped a soldier 
was the result of his deep belief that there was no excuse 
for what was called "shell-shock" or "battle" fatigue. A man 
who was out of action because of such condition was little 
better than a traitor, since he was letting down a fellow 
soldier and increasing the latter's risk of being killed. 

Was the film representative of Patton's life? According to 
the writer, except for the omission of Patton's sexual 
exploits and a few minor instances where poetic license was 
exercised, the answer is "yes". 

Prior to the reading of the paper, a memorial for Robert M. 
Galbraith was submitted by Frank G. Davis, Lawson E. 
Whitesides and John W. Peck. 

Respect full 

y~ \--~---: 
Da:vid Reichert, Secretary 
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In Memoriam 
ROBERT M. GALBRAITH 

Robert M. Galbraith's death March 1, 1990, at his home in Glendale at the age of 
79, was a saddening occurrence for all who knew him, and certainly for the members of 

The Literary Club. 

Bob's interests were varied, and he occupied leadership roles in a wide variety of 
activities. Far from being a backbencher in the various groups in which he participated, he 
rose to positions of leadership in nearly all of them. Thus he was president of the 
University Club, the Glendale Lyceum and of the Estate Planning Counsel and was 
Governor of the Society of Colonial Wars, District of Ohio. Dedicated to the cause of 
education, he was also president of the Glendale Board of Education, and was in the 
forefront of the effort which resulted in the consolidation of the neighborhood schools in 
Crescentville, Evendale, Woodlawn, Glendale, Sharonville and Springdale into the 

consolidated superior Princeton School District. 

The consolidation was accomplished after the clearing of many hurdles largely 

created by the apprehensions of residents who feared that the individuality of their schools 
would be obscured by consolidation, and Bob did yeoman service in allaying those fears by 
diplomacy and persuasion. His subsequent participation in the divisive desegregation 
unrest was of the greatest importance in calming the waters during those traumatic days. 

During the period of his chairmanship of the Cincinnati Historical Society, it moved 
from marginal quarters in the basement of the University of Cincinnati library to its 
present comfortable and relatively spacious rooms in the Cincinnati Art Museum complex, 

probably the most significant occurrence in the organization's history. 

Bob attended the University of Cincinnati and its College of Law, from which he 
graduated in 1936. Admitted to the practice that year, he became associated with the law 
firm of Matthews & Matthews. He remained with that firm until he went into the Army in 
World War II, rising to the rank of captain. Shortly after he returned from the service, he 
associated himself with his long-time friend and fraternity brother ·• both were members 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon-- and fellow member of The Literary Club, Louis (Gus) Nippert, 
who was practicing with his father, the late Judge Alfred K. Nippert, under the firm name 
of Nippert & Nippert. Bob later became affiliated with the firm of Rendigs, Fry & Kiely, 



and was a partner in that firm when he retired from active practice in 1978. However, he 
retained an office iti that firm's suite, and was there daily until shortly before his death. 

Bob was a consummate gentleman of the old school, but he was also a doer. Bob's 
wife Virginia offered this thumbnail sketch of him: "He was a leader. He got on boards, 
and he knew how to get things done." He was also survived by his sister, Josephine Marks 
of Berkeley, California; three sons, Robert, of Springdale, Peter of Webster, New York, 

and Jim, of Glendale; a daughter, Susan, of Hamilton; and two grandsons. 

Bob became a member of The Literary Club in 1967, and particularly in recent 

years it is doubtful whether any member has been more regular in attendance. Bob's quiet 

presence will be missed by us all. 

Respectfully. s:ubmitted, 

Lawson E. Whitesides 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING APRIL 16, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 42 members plus 2 
guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Connections" was 
written and read by Gordon A. Christenson. 

The paper involved a story of mystery and intrigue centered 
in Nigeria. A Russian professor, Boris Krylov, and an 
America professor, Christopher Nicholas, found themselves 
brought together in Nigeria following a coup d'etat in which 
General Ibrahim Babangida emerged as the military dictator. 

Nicholas and Krylov were to assist the Nigerian government in 
drafting a new constitution. The plot began to thicken when 
a beautiful, young Russian writer, Tatyana, illegally 
converged at the same location in Nigeria. Following some 
unspecified mystical rites and a back room encounter with 
General Babangida involving an ancient ritual with a circle 
of women, civilian rule was restored to Nigeria. General 
Babangida retired as a powerful, revered chieftain. Spirited 
and rejuvenated new leadership circles sprang to life 
prominent among which was a group of powerful African women. 

What of The Literary Club? Should it beware of a circle of 
puritan women or should it embrace them? The paper does not 
provide the answer. 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING APRIL 23, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 51 members plus 2 
guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Wild Encounters" 
was written and read by Clifford G. Grulee, Jr. 

During many summers spent in the Western United States 
wilderness, the writer experienced several frightening 
encounters with animals of the wild. 

The first occurred when he was twelve years old. One dark 
evening on the way to the outhouse with three young 
companions, his flashlight focused directly on a Canadian 
lynx. Neither the writer nor his friends waited around to 
see who was more scared since all retreated without 
hesitation. 

On two occasions, he had encounters with bull moose. On one 
it was late at night and raining and our literary cowboy had 
to charge through five moose in order to get back to his warm 
and dry fireside. 

Grizzly bears can be frightening creatures. In one incident, 
our writer and his son decided to chase a bear. The pursuit 
lasted for approximately 100 yards when the quarry tired of 
the game, stopped and rose on his hind legs, causing the 
small posse to make a strategic retreat. 

Episodes with buffalo and other wild animals are similarly 
described in the paper. 

~R~::ctfu !~i-tt-e~-·' --'{ 

~__..(\ 
David Reichert, Secretary 

' . 
i 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING APRIL 30, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 45 members plus 2 
guests in attendance. The budget was organized and read by 
Randolph L. Wadsworth, Jr. 

The first paper entitled "Let's Hear It For .•• " was 
written by Ducky. Are cliches to be scorned as trite 
expressions that one ~ccepts as a mode of talking in society, 
or are they to be adm1red as radically pleasing to a 
discerning audience? How often do we use a cliche of our own 
to condemn the usage of a cliche by another? You know what I 
mean? 

There is harmless delight in the cliche gone wrong as 
invented by Casey Stengel or Yogi Berra. (Your secretary's 
favorite: "That restaurant is so popular, nobody goes there 
anymore.") ·serious writers Flannery O'Connor, Hector Monro, 
known as Saki, among others, skillfully utilized cliches. So 
also do filmmakers such as Mel Brooks in Blazing Saddles, 
Billy Wilder and w.c. Fields. 

Ducky's paper utilized no less than 41 cliches, each marked 
with an asterisk. Honest to gosh. You know? 

The second paper entitled "The Bottom Line" was written by 
Milo R. Beran. After completing a round of golf, Ted 
confided to his companion and board member, Jake, that he was 
about to acquire another business in order to improve his 
bottom line. 

Jake, reflecting on the beauty of a nearby cathedral, 
questioned Ted's values and inquired if there was not a more 
important bottom line. He noted that our flawed values arise 
from a view of the earth as a material stage filled with 
objects created for man's comfort and advancement. We've 
lost our way and don't seem to have the ability to look 
beyond our own or our children's generation. We secure our 
wealth and comfort and pay virtually no heed to the long 
ranging implications of our acts. 

After his friend left, Jake recalled the wisdom of clergyman 
and author, William Ellery Channing: 

To live content with small means; 
To seek elegance rather than luxury, and refinement 

rather than fashion; To be worthy, not respectable, and wealthy, not rich; 
To study hard, think quietly, talk gently, act fran~ly; 
To listen to stars and birds, to babes and sages, w1th 

open heart; To bear all cheerfully, to do all bravely, await 
occasion, hurry never; 

In a word, to let the spiritual, unbidden, and 
unconscious, grow up through the common. 

~ec~f~~mitt~d, 
V--...<. ~ S. 
David Reichert, Secretary 

~ I 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING MAY 7, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 59 members 
plus nine guests in attendance. 

The paper entitled "And You, My Father," was written 
and read by Robert M. Norrish. 

Alfred Harry Norrish, Jr., Bob's father, died in 1958 
at age 59. An architect who was out of work during much of 
the depression, he was impecunious and pessimistic and 
generally cautioned his children to either conform or be 
doomed to bitter disappointment. 

After World War I in which Alfred Norrish was at or 
near the front, he returned to Europe to sketch and paint. 
An artist and craftsman, he spoke French fluently and had an 
insatiable appetite for reading. 

Perhaps because of the depression which forced him to 
give up architecture and become an engineer officer for the 
VA Hospital system and the fact that he worked for at least 
fifteen different employers over a thirty year period, he was 
somewhat melancholy and pessimistic. 

Bob laments that he never had a really good 
conversation with his father. This has left him restless and 
eager to reach out to touch him and talk to him and tell him 
how much he misses him and what a powerful influence he has 
been on his life. 

Following the reading of the paper, the minutes of the 
previous month were read and approved. Woody Garver moved 
that Victor Reichert be considered for appointment as an 
honorary member. The Club was advised that the Board of 
Management had already recommended such appointment and the 
announcement was posted on the bulletin board. 

\~ 
David Reichert 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING MAY 14, 1990 

Vice President Vilter presided. There were 53 members 
plus two guests in attendance. 

The paper entitled "We're Number One" was written and 
read by Stanley Troup. 

Stanley is a sports junky and focuses his paper on a 
virtually unexamined subject, fan behavior. The first form 
of sports in the western world evolved out of a synthesis of 
religious rituals and physical exercises. Sports involve 
four groups: athletes, sponsors, spectators and commentators. 

There are at least five theoretical explanations for 
fan impact: the salubrious effect of making them feel better, 
stress and stimulation, the relief of instinctive aggressive 
forces, entertainment, and perhaps most importantly, 
identification with the athlete and obtaining vicarious 
accomplishment. Primarily the fan wants to be part of 
something admired as a substitute for the poverty of 
accomplishment in his life. Identification with the stars of 
the game seems to fulfill this void. If the team succeeds, 
the fan (read fanatic), feels that he too is worthy, has 
merit and is important. I, 



' 

I 
I 

I I 

THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING MAY 21, 1990 

Vice,President Richard Vilter presided. There were 50 
members plus seven guests in attendance. The paper entitled 
"Oh Lethe, How Could You?" was written and read by Oliver M. 
Gale. 

Late one Monday evening following the reading of his 
Literary Club paper, one of our more illustrious and 
prominent members related a touching story from his youth. 

During the summer of 1936, Gordon was obtaining selling 
experience in Chicago during his summer interval at Harvard 
Business School. One morning while riding the commuter bus 
to work at his low-priced high-volume department store, he 
accidentally bumped into Helen, a pretty young maid from 
Lemar, Colorado who had been futilely seeking a job in the 
big city. The two lonely soles quickly fell in love and a 
budding romance developed. 

On Gordon's birthday Helen decided to reward him with 
the ultimate prize. She booked a room at the Hotel Stevens 
under an assumed name and invited Gordon to spend the night 
with her. 

, But alas! in his wild excitement and enthusiasm, Gordon 
jumbled the room number. After futilely knocking on the 
wrong doors in search of Helen, he was confronted by the 
house detective who firmly ushered him out of the hotel into 
the black night. The next morning Gordon went to Helen's 
rooming house, but she was gone. Poor Gordon! All that 
remains is the memory of the fair maiden and his unrequited 
love. 

Incidentally, I note that Gordon is not here tonight, 
but when you see him, perhaps it would be best not to say 
anything for fear of opening old wounds. 

itted, · 

\--~-~ 

David Reichert 

i 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING JUNE 4, 1990 

President James Elder presided. There were 51 members plus 1 
guest in attendance. The paper entitled wTime Outw was 
written and read by Alexander Stolley. 

Alex always wanted to go sailing. Thus, when he became 
partially retired in 1985, he and his wife purchased a 40 
foot sloop called Kaiamanzi. No sooner had he closed the 
sale in Annapolis when Hurricane Gloria attacked, missing his 
boat by 20 to 30 miles. 

In October 1985, Sasha and his wife, together with an 
experienced skipper, departed Annapolis for the Virgin 
Islands. They were at sea only three days when they ran into 
a fierce gale. The boat proved to be seaworthy but Sasha and 
his wife fell victim to seasickness. 

The writer soon learned that one sails approximately 10% of 
the time and spends the remainder anchored in harbors and 
attending to the constant maintenance required by the boat to 
the engine, the electrical system, the radios, the plumbing, 
etc. 

According to Alex, the most interesting thing about sailing 
was the people he met, some of whom he describes in his 
paper. 

After four winters in the Caribbean, he sailed back to 
Annapolis and sold the boat, thus ending a fascinating 
adventure. 

Following the reading of the paper, the minutes of the May 
meetings were read and approved. 

Russell Dale Flick was elected to membership. 

The annual election of officers was held and the following 
were elected: 

President: Richard w. Vilter 
Vice President: John R. Newstedt 
Secretary: David Reichert 
Treasurer: George Rieveschl, Jr. 
Clerk: Thomas S. Gephardt 
Trustee: Charles M. Judd 

Rasnectfu tted, 

~ ~ JL-.__,_---=::... 
David Reichert, Secretary 

i 
I . 
I 

! 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING JUNE 11, 1990 

President James Elder presided at the annual outing held at 
Bud Macht'p beautiful Clermont County farm at which 65 
members and 1 guest were present. Following the customary 
steak dinner, the paper entitled "Incident at Gnadenhutten" 
was read by Robert J. Watkins. 

The paper relates the tragic episode of the Moravian Indians, 
who, converted to Christianity by a small group of 
missionaries, established several villages called Schonbrunn, 
Salem and Gnadenhutten near the present city of New 
Philadelphia, Ohio. Unfortunately, the villages were located 
midw~y between white settlements near the Ohio River and 
warlike tribes farther north near the Sandusky River. 

In 1777, the Lieutenant Governor of Canada, Henry Hamilton, 
instigated a vicious border war against Western whites 
utilizing 200 Indian braves organized into 15 raiding 
parties. An intercepted letter from Hamilton to one of his 
agents described a package containing 954 scalps of white 
settlers. Caught in the retaliation were the peace loving 
Moravian Indians who, like Quakers, espoused non-violence. 
Told by militia that they had to be removed to the safety of 
Fort Pitt, some 90 to 96 Indians were gathered up in 
Gnadenhutten and then massacred. 

Two Indian children, one of whom had been scalped, escaped to 
tell the story. 

In retaliation, a combined force of Indians attacked and 
killed some 380 whites. 

In 1798, David Zeisberger, one of the original missionaries, 
and 33 of his Indian converts founded the town of Goshen. 
The Moravian Indian settlements continued until approximately 
1823 when white settlers forced them to move West. Other 
missionaries came to the reservation, one of whom named 
Dickinson was of mixed Indian-White parentage. He sired two 
sons of whom the reader is a fifth generation descendant of 
the elder. 

David Reichert, Secretary 

i 
'' 
' 



The Literary Club 
Treasurer's Report 
September 17, 1990 

This annua~ report is for the fiscal year August 1, 1989 through July 31, 1990. 

The Literary Club continues to improve Its financial resources. 

As of July 31,· 1990 our total assets were $401,566, which reflects an Increase 

of $~4,226. Our insurance coverage was $520,000 (including $50,000 for contents), 

which demanded a premium of $2,352. We have been informed by Marsh & McClennan 

that they have opted not to continue as our agency. Inquiries have been made with 

other agencies. Our total investments and cash reserves at the close of the fiscal 

years were $199,592.80, an increase of $24,378. 
Food and beverage costs were $9,811, about 11 percent more than last year. An 

accelerated program of typing accumulated Literary Club papers and their binding 

continued through the year and resulted In a $520 increase in clerical expenses; 

this total was $3,465. We experienced a substantial increase In non-Fund B replace

ments and repairs as the Improvement program endeavored to catch up on deferred 

maintenance. This total was $3,465. Other costs were well within the normal range. 

Our Income from dues, Initiation fees and dinner assessments totalled $26,637, 

an increase of $4,163. Fund A ended the year at $25,076. Since the close of the 

year a separate fund -- the Asbury Fund -- has been set up to provide funds for 

items designated in his bequest' of $5,000. Our Fund B started at $73,045 and closed 

at $98,107. During the year Fund B provided for $36,602 for capital expendityres 

as designated by Woody Garber and Jim Alexander. There are a substantial number of 

pledges to Fund B that are behind schedule. Please review your pledge cards~ 
We again compliment our steward, Giovanni Ranieri, for his prudent management 

and service in our behalf, and thanks, as well, to the Officers and Trustees for 

their continued concern and devotion to Club affairs. Copies of the full report 

are available. 

Respectfully submitted, 

r~ ;e._:.~~· 
George Rieveschl 
Treasurer 

I' '. 

! ' 



THE LITERARY CLUB 

ASSETS 

Building at 500 E. Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio , 

Me~ri 11 , Lynch, PIerce, Fenner & Sml th, Inc. 

51 shares of 18th GNMA Series @352.20 per share 17,962,00 

CMA Money Fund 51,045.00 

Closing Cash Balance 279.97 

. -- --· .. -~--"·'~····;._.,~. ~; ............ ., ....... "-·--· ...... -r"":'---
.. ~ ·-

201 ,973.20* 

Total Merrill Lynch 69,286.97 

E. F. Hutton & Co., Inc. 

Cash Reserve Manageme~t, Inc. 6,290.98 

Gradison Cash Reserves Trust - Fund A 25,075.70 

Gradlson Cash Reserves Trust - Fund B 98,106.59 

Central Trust Operating Acct. No. 160-294174 832.56 

TOTAL ASSETS AS OF 7/31/90 
401,566.00 

,~ Value based on tax appraisal (70,620) x 2,86. 

i . 



FUND A 

Beginning Balance 

1989-90 Sources of Funds: 

Gifts 

Interest 

GRADISON CASH RESERVES 

1989-90 Activity 

100.00 

1 ,873.80 

Total Fund A Income 1989·90 

1989-90 Fund A. Expenditure: 

Transfer of Interest Accrued 
as of 7/31/89 Into Fund B 

Fund A Balance 7/31/90 

24 ,817 .• 70 

1,973.80 

1,715.80 

·, ,' 

25,075.70 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fund B 

Beginning Balance 

1989-90 Sources of Funds: 

Gl fts 

Interest 

Transfer of Interest 
from Fund A (accrued 
to 7/31/89) 

53,787.37 

6,160,19 

1 '715 .so 
Tota 1 Fund B. I n·~ome 1989-90 

1989-90 Fund B Expenditures 
(see Separate Page) 

Fund B Balance 7/31/90 

73,045.01 

61,663.36 

36,60lu78 

98, 106.59 

Aug. 1, '89 

Aug. 8, 189 

Aug. 17, '89 

Aug. 17, 189 

Aug. 17, 189 

Aug. 23, '89 

Aug. 23, 189 

Aug. 31, 189 

Sept. 11 t '89 

Sept. 25, '89 

Sept. 25, '89 

Sept. 25, '89 

GRADISON FUND B - REPAIRS & REPLACEMENTS 

Thomas M. Donnelly- carpentry work+ materials 

Thomas M. Donnelly- · 11 11 '' 

Thomas M. Dorine 11 y - 11 11 11 

Cincinnati Sc;hroder, Inc. - locks & Keys 

M.A.S. Construction Systems - wreck-out of. plaster 
and lath - 3rd floor 

G & K Plumbing- adv. on installation of domestic 
water service 
Roger L. Howe- Install light box & switches 

G & K Plumbing- domestic water service install. 

Woodward Garber - reimbursements 

Trendco Supply, Inc. - kitchen equipment 

Norman Carter & Son - cleanup 
Heat Pump Specialists Co.- install dehumidifier in 
vault; combustion air In boller room; sanyo unit in 
chlld 1s room; boiler; service gas furnace 

I , 147.56 
618.00 

973.59 
359.76 

4 '709.88 

2,000.00 

131.15 

317.70 
862.74 

2,800,00 

653. 14 

2,904.50 

Sept, 25, '89 Overhead Door Co. of Cinti, Inc. - install fire door 
In Furnace Room 346.50 

Sept, 25, 189 M.A.S. Construction Systems - plastering of 3rd floor 
2,256.28 

761.99 Sept. 26, '89 

Oct. 6, 189 

Oct. 6, 189 

Oct. 30, 189 

Nov. 8, '89 

Nove. 8, 189 

Nov. 8, 189 

Nov. 29, '89 

Nov. 29, '89 

Jan. 29, 190 

Feb, 3, 190 

Mar. 13, '90 

Mar. 15' 190 

Mar. 15' 190 

staIr ha 11 

Roger L. Howe -electric work 
Heat Pump Specialists Co.- replace pilot safety 
switch, gas valve, bleed valve, thermocouple 

G & K Plumbing- bal. Installation of domestic water 
service 
Trendco Supply Co. - kitchen equipment 
Woodward Garber- inc. $2,001,29 reimb. Home Electric 

The Preview Group, Inc. - architectural consultation 
on fire escape 
r, & K P 1 umb i ng • lnst all. of sump pump 

1,685.00 

5,000,00 

2,126.81 

225.00 

1,285.00 

1 , 821.20 G & K Plumbing -plumbing work in kitchen 
Chuck Doll Photography- record & informational data pies 169.10 

Trendco Supply, Inc. -kitchen equipment 1,556.57 

Roger L. Howe- track lighting for child's room 166.88 

Norman Carter & Son - cleanup 132.55 
Heat Pump Specialists- new dehumidifier, inc. install. 

G & K Plumbing Co.- sewer install. & cleanup 

260.25 

975.95 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS FROM FUND B 1989·90 
36,601.78 

,· ' 



CENTRAL TRUST OPERATING ACCOUNT 

STATEMENT FOR PERIOD AUGUST 1, 1989 THROUGH JULY 31, 1990 

Balance as of August 1, 1989 

Recet pts 

Dt sbursements 

Balance as of 7/31/90 

'152 .29 

48,095.67 

47,415.40 

832.56 

CENTRAL· TRUST· OPERAT1NG ACCOUNT 

·RECEIPTS 

Dues and Initiation Fees 

Xmas Fund 

Withdrawals from Merrill Lynch . 

D t nner Fees 

Gift to Operating Fund 

Gifts to Fund 8 (pass through) 

Proceeds from Furniture Sale 

Long Distance Phone Reimbursements by G. Ranieri 

Bank Interest 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 1989/90 

25,146.65 

1 ,344.00 

17,400.00 

1,490.00 

100.00 

1,410,00 

957.50 

170.53 

76.9, 

48,095.67 



CENTRAL TRUST OPERATING ACCOUNT 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Beverage 

Food 

Clerical Services 

Giovanni Ranieri Salary 

Gas & Electric 

Telephone 

Water 

Insurance 

Postage, Printing, Stationery, Supplies 

Replacements, Repairs, etc. (see details on separate page) 

Real Estate Taxes 

Social Security 

Cincinnati Income Tax 

Ohio Tax - Ohio Bureau of Employment Serv. 

Treasurer of State of Ohio 

Total Taxes 

Miscellaneous (see details on separate page) 

Transfer of Funds 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 1989/90 

566.61 

88.71 

45.85 

85.67 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS· TRANSFERS= OPERATING EXPENSES 

47,415.40 - 10,110 

' 

4,131.72 

5,679.22 

3,163.97 

2, 280.00 

4 ,309. 73 

824.59 

410.96 

2, 352.00 

1 , 41 o. 34 

3, 464.61 

3,670.29 

786.84 

4,821. B 

10, 110.QQ. 

4 7, 415.40 

37.305.!!Q. -------·-

CENTRAL TRUST OPERATING ACCOUNT 

REPAIRS, REPLACEMENTS, SERVICES, ET~. 

Sept. 25, '89 

Sept. 26, 189 

Nov. 29, '89 

Dec. 14, '89 

Dec. 15, '89 

Jan. 2, 190 

Jan. 2, 190 

Jan. 22, 190 

Jan. 26, '90 

Jan. 26, 190 

Mar. 13, 1 90 

Man: 15, 1 90 

Mar. 15, '90 

May 15, 190 

May 30, 190 

G. & K Plumbing- restore hot··water. 

Dangel Electronics - service call 

lmbus Roofing Co., Inc, • rep lace rusted downspout 

Mike's Painting 

Giovanni Ranter - reimb. to Mike's Painting 

Hobart Corp. · thermostat adjustment on dishwasher 

Heat Pump Specialists Co.· raise water level in 
boi 1 er 

76.85 

60.00 

221.63 

250.00 

250.00 

54.00 

66.00 

Dangel Electronics - 6 mo. security system monitorg. 120,00 

G & K Plumbing Co. - fix jammed disposal 37.50 

Custom Furniture& Refinishing- repair 3 chairs . · 406.18 

Norm Cater & Son - cleanup 132.24 

Heat Pump Specialists Co,- replace dehumidifier 260.25 

G & K Plumbing- sewer equipment installation 975,95 

Rose Exterminator Co.- rat & mice control 112.21 

G & K Plumbing Co.- fix kitchen sink faucet & drain 94.80 

June 5, '90 Dangel Electronics - maintenance cont. - 1 year 125.00 

60.00 June 26, 190 Dangel Electronics- service call 

July 6, '90 Dangel Electronics - monitoring - 6 months 

July 31, '90 Rose Exterminator Co. - termine cont. • 1 year 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 1989-90 

120.00 

42.00 

3.,464.61 



CENTRAL TRUST OPERATING ACCOUNT 

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENDITURES 

Aug. 30. '89 
Aug. 30, '89 
Sept. 8, '89 
Sept. 25, '89 
Sept. 2(,, '89 
Sept. 30, '89 
Oct. 10, '89 
Oct. 25, '89 
Oct. 30, '89 
Oct. 30, '89 
Oct. 30, '89 
Oct. 30, '89 
Oct. 30, '89 
Nov. 8, '89 
Nov. 8, '89 
Nov. 14, '89 
Nov. 24, '89 
Dec. 14, '89 
Dec. 14, '89 
Dec. 18, '89 
Dec. 18, '89 

Jan. 9, '90 
Feb, 15, '90 
Feb. 15, 190 
Feb, 28, 190 
Mar. 7, '90 
Mar. 8, '90 
Mar. 21, '90 
Apr. 12, '90 
Apr. 17, '90 
Apr. 24, 190 
May 10, 190 

· May 23, '90 
June 11 , 190 
June 11, '90 
June 11, '90 
June 11 , '90 
June 11 , '90 
June 14, '90 
July 30, '90 
July 30, '90 

Graduate Service, Inc. (plate engraving) 
Bank Service Charge : 
Giovanni Ranieri (advance) 
Cincinnati Schroder, Inc. (keys) 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Bank Service Charge 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Giovanni Ranieri 
We s 1 ey FIe 1 d s 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Estlon Hoard 
B i 11 Bacher 

(annualdinner ·kitchen staff) 
( 11 11 • servl ng staff) 
( II II • pay) 
( 11 11 - bartender) 
( II II II ) 

G I ova n n i Ran i e r i 
Giovanni Ranieri (annual dinner- incl. van rental) 
George H. Stamaty {yard work) 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Giovanni Ranieri (Xmas bonus) 
Eston Hoard (Xmas bartender) 

Giovanni Ranieri 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Giovanni Ranieri (Xmas bonus) 
Bank Service Charge 
University Club (room rental for LC mtg.) 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Giovanni Ranieri 
George H. Stamaty (yard work) 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Giovanni Ranieri 
Wesley Fields (spring outing -kitchen staff) 
Giovanni Ranieri ( 11 11 

- serving staff) 
Giovanni Ranieri ( 11 11 -pay) 
Eston Hoard ( 11 11 

- bartender) 
Wi 11 iam Bacher ( 11 11 

11 ) 

Giovanni Ranieri ( 11 11 -various rentals) 
Taylor Rental ( 11 11 11 11 ) 

George H. Stamaty (yard work) 

TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS EXPENDITURE 1989/90 

46.90 
8. 72 

300.00 
20.05 
38.99 
3.84 
5.61 

18.31 
300.00 
240,00 
50.00 
55.00 
45.00 
16.59 

230.42 
58.40 
9.54 

11 • 79 
19.67 

1 '304. 00 
11 0. 00 

32.55 
3.05 

40.00 
12.50 

11 0. 00 
38.23 
34.52 
37 .·19 

146.90 
14.80 
2.92 

28.13 
300.00 
1.80.00 
75.00 
55.00 
50.00 

187.66 
393.48 
186.37 

4,821.13 

THE LITERARY CLUB 
THE 1989-90 YEAR IN REVIEW 

As we entered a new decade, the Club celebrated its 
140th anniversary. 36 meetings were held, of which 6 were 
budgets. The Spring outing was held at Bud Macht's farm and, 
for the first time in memory, a regular meeting was held 
outside the Club's facilities when a broken pipe necessitated 
a meeting at the University Club on February 26, 1990. 

For those interested in statistics, 1790 members and 
129 guests attended for a total of 1919 persons. This 
constitutes an average of 53.3 persons per meeting of which 
members averaged 49.7. 

Four members died during the year, Robert M. Galbraith, 
D. Marc Rout, Malcolm F. McGregor and William Beckett. 

Alexander Stolley transferred to Associate Membership 
and Victor E. Reichert was elected to Honorary Membership. 

We admitted three new members during the year. At 
year's end, we had 92 Regular, 4 Honorary and 16 Associate 
Members. 

Of the 50 papers written during the year, 8 were 
autobiographical, 13 were biography, 12 philosophical, 2 
travel, 11 history and 4 fiction. 

At the annual election, Richard Vilter was elected 
President, Roger Newstedt, Vice President and Charles M. 
Judd, the new Trustee. Re-elected were David Reichert, 
Secretary, George Rieveschl, Jr., Treasurer, and Tom 
Gephardt, Clerk. 

Appointed were John A. Diehl, Historian, Hans Zimmer, 
Librarian, Yeatman Anderson, Jr., Associate Librarian and 
James M. Alexander, Jr., Conservator. 

Finally, the Club gratefully issued proclamations to 
Bob Hilton for his devotion to the Club and his efforts in 
spearheading a successful fund raising drive, and to Woody 
Garber for his tireless work as conservator. 

David Reichert, Secretary 
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CONSERVATOR'S REPORT 
Annual Business'Meeting, The Literary Club 
September 17, 1990 

The current Conservator assumed office at the end of 
March, 1990 folldw•i"JI'L.g the resignation of Woodie Garber from 
that position. Several informal meetings of Preservation 
Committee members Garber,Diehl, Robertson and Alexander fa
cilitated a smooth transition. 

Over th~ summer months a new sheet vinyl floor was in
stalled in the kitchen, pantry, lavatory and rear vestibule. 
The work was performed after an inspection of the crawl space 
was made by the Conservator and a carpenter and no signs of 
moisture, rot or termilte activity were detected. 

Building on the list prepared by the outgoing Conserva
tor, the Preservation Committee's agenda for 1990-91 includes 
the following items: 

1. Resolution of future use of the third floor, deter
mination of applicable code provisions, and making 
of required changes and improvements. Irrespective 
of end use selected, the work will include new roof, 
ceiling and side wall insulation and plaster or dry
wall of interior surfaces. 

2. Resumption of planning for a fire escape on east 
side of building. 

3. Possible replacement of wood double-hung windows on 
first and second floors, east,west and south sides. 

4. Changes to heating plant to effect better heating, 
air cleaning and humidity control in ·library, re
ception and meeting areas and to aircondition those 
areas. 

5. Install a fire door in the basement and approved 
hardware on matn entrance. 

6. Repair or replacement of deteriorating shutters on 
south facade. 

Respectfully submitted, 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING SEPTEMBER 17, 1990 

President Richard'Vilter presided. There were 52 members 
plus 2 guests in attendance. 

A moment of silence was observed in memory of William Beckett 
who died during the summer. 

The paper entitled "Behind the Malamute Saloon" was written 
and read by Kingston Fletcher. Robert w. Service was born 
into genteel poverty in Lancashire, England in January of 
1874. At the age of 22, he resigned from his job as a bank 
apprentice and sailed to Canada. H~ worked his way to the 
West Coast where he was employed as a laborer in Vancouver, 
Victoria, San Francisco, Los Angeles and San Diego. 

In 1903, Service returned to Victoria where he obtained a job 
as a bank clerk. In 1904 he was transferred to the Yukon.
Anxious to supplement his income, Service began writing verse 
based on the stories of the men who had come before him who 
had struggled and failed in their quest for gold. The theme 
he developed was that mankind brought life to the north, and 
in return nature gave some of its dignity and importance to 
the struggles of man. His most famous ballad was "Dangerous 
Dan McGrew". 

In 1912, the Toronto Star hired Service as a war 
correspondent in the Balkans. He subsequently fell in love 
with Paris, married a French lass and spent most of the next 
40 years living in France until his death at age 84 in 1958. 
Although he wrote most of his life as a novelist and 
newspaper reporter, he will be best remembered for his 
stories of the Canadian North. 

At the annual business meeting following the reading of the 
paper, the minutes of the June meetings were read and 
accepted as were annual reports of the Treasurer, Secretary 
and Conservator. Copies are attached to the minutes. 

Respectful! 

--\ )~ 6-~-S:: 
~fReicllert . 
Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING SEPTEMBER 24, 1990 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 44 
members in attendance. The budget was organized and read by 
J. Vincent Aug. 

The first paper entitled "Her Day, My Day" was written 
by Thomas Gephardt. It was 1945 and World War II had 
mand~ted the cancellation of senior class trips to 
Wash1ngton, D.C. But.the writer's high school history 
teacher had an old fr1end who had been living in Washington 
for two decades whose husband had been a member of one of the 
New Deal's regulatory commissions. Through the efforts of 
his teacher, the writer was invited to Washington as a 
houseguest during the spring vacation. 

Tom wrote Eleanor Roosevelt and Vice President Harry 
Truman for interviews. Much to the amazement of both himself 
and his hosts, invitations were extended which Tom eagerly 
accepted. Just one week after his meetings, Franklin 
Roosevelt died and Harry Truman became President of the 
United States. His astonishing experience left the writer 
with an abundance of warm memories he still treasures. 

The second paper entitled "A Little Bit of Paris" was 
written by Vince. The Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption 
in Covington, Kentucky is comparable in artistic and 
architectural grandeur to the finest cathedrals of Europe. 
It was conceived by Camillus Paul Maes, a Belgium born cleric 
who became Bishop of Covington in 1884. The interiors of the 
cathedrals of St. Denis and the facade of Notre Dame were 
chosen by Bishop Maes and his architect Leon Coquard as 
models. 

Dedicated on June 29, 1910, the Cathedral contains 92 
exquisite stained glass windows which occupy more than half 
of its wall spac~ with the north transept some 67 feet in 
height and 26 feet in width being the largest stained glass 
window in the world. 

Adorned with sculpture by Clement Barnhorn and murals 
by Frank Duveneck, its three pipe organs equal 73 rank~ ~ith 
4,576 pipes which resound under the 81 foot vau~ted ce1l1ng: 
The cathedral is a hidden treasure which the wr1ter hopes h1s 
paper will help others discover. 

The third paper entitled "Some Idl~, and N?t So I~le, 
Thoughts" was written by William A. Sull1van. B1ll cla~ms 
that laziness is man's original sin and confesses to be1ng a 
big sinner. He intends to work at overcoming tnis weakn~ss, 
but before doing so wants to let off some steam about tr1fles 

that bother him. 



One of his complaints is positive thinking which he 
feels is misused and can blind one to the whole. He 
subscribes to 'Hegel's belief that life is dynamic and 
constantly changing. The process begins with the thesis or 
the assertion of a certain position followed by the 
antithesis which is the denial of the position and finally 
the synthesis of the opposite positions into a unity on a 
higher level. Bill apologizes for his laziness and promises 
to address himself to more serious problems such as putting 
humility into intellectualism, sanity into sex, honesty into 
business dealings, etc. 

Respectfull 

David Reichert, Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING OCTOBER 1, 1990 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 45 
members plus 2 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "A 
Distinct Society" was written and read by Ropert Taft, Jr. 

The writer explores in depth the history and current 
status of Quebec separatism, a subject he previously 
addressed to the Club ten years ago. The separatism issue 
became most intense in 1976 when Rene Levesque's party gained 
control of the Quebec Assembly and a separation referendum 
was held in 1980. Surprisingly, the results were almost 60% 
against separation. 

In 1986, after the national defeat of the Liberal 
party, and the election of a heavy conservative majority led 
by Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, an attempt was made to 
clarify, extend and further validate the Canadian 
constitution of 1982. In 1987 Mulroney convened a meeting at 
Meech Lake, an Ontario resort, where the primiers of all ten 
provinces were invited. Of five proposed amendments, the 
most important was the recognition of Quebec's status as a 
distinct society. Formal approval by the ten provinces was 
required by June 23, 1990. When Manitoba and New Brunswick 
refused to ratify, the Meech Lake accord died by its own 
terms. 

Predictions as to the fate of Canada vary from a total 
breakup with portions attempting to annex to the United 
States, to the belief that adverse economics will prevent 
Quebec from ever separating. Senator Taft's advice is that 
while the issue may continue to vex all involved, the United 
States should tend to its own problems and allow Canada to 
work out theirs. 

i ' ' 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING OCTOBER 8, 1990 

Vice President Roger Newstedt presided. There were 50 
members plus 2 guests in attendance. 

The paper entitled "Lizzie" was written and read by 
Charles H. Long. Lizzie is the nickname of a Club named 
after Queen Elizabeth I, founded by a wealthy Yale graduate 
who had been inspired by an undergraduate course in 
Elizabethan drama. The writer and Bart Giamatti were both 
members. In 1984, as part of the celebration of Queen 
Elizabeth's 450th anniversary of her birth, Giamatti gave a 
remarkable lecture analyzing Elizabeth's character and 
career. 

The paper traces Elizabeth's history and analyzes her 
extraordinary success as a monarch. She combined personal 
gifts, political experience and extraordinary discipline, 
together with a large dose of good luck in uniting her 
disparate country. Her golden reign was marked by the 
marriage of myth, will, personality and trusted leadership, 
characteristics exemplified by the Washingtons and Lincolns 
of our own history which Charles hopes we will find in our 
own White House. 

Respectf 

----v~~ 
David Reichert, Secretary 

(' 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING OCTOBER 15, 1990 

' President Richard Vilter presided. There were 
fifty-six members plus six guests in attendance. 

The paper entitled "In Dire Straits" was written and 
read by J. Roger Newstedt. 

Orpheus Threnody has almost written the definitive book 
about how to play almost golf almost all of the time. With 
penetrating insight, and remarkable analysis, the book shares 
with the reader the mysteries of this ancient and royal 
sport. Chapter One, brilliantly entitled "First Things 
First," and Chapter Two pertaining to "Second Things Second", 
are set forth verbatim. 

Invoking principles of Calculus, which Roger points out 
was discovered by Sir Isaac Newton one day when he stopped to 
rest under a tree just off the first fairway and was struck 
on the head by a falling golf ball, the paper discusses at 
great length the optico-neuro-musculo-skeletal reflex arc so 
necessary in developing a grooved swing. As an avid golfer 
myself, your secretary cannot wait to utilize the theories 
advanced by Orpheus in his can't miss almost best selling 
book. 

Respectf 

v~ 
David Reichert 
Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING OCTOBER 22, 1990 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 46 
members plus 3 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "By 
Chance or By God" was written and read by William A. 
Sullivan. 

Relying on albums, a college diary and particularly 
sixteen years of letters written to his children while they 
were in college, Bill recounts the three distinct stages in 
his life: his formative years, his business and academic 
life, and his marriage. 

Reflecting on his life, the writer is struck by the 
number of coincidences that occurred in it. It was strictly 
by chance, for example, that in 1936 he met his wife-to-be at 
a resort on Lake Champlain. Bill was then living in Yonkers, 
New York and Florence was living in New Albany, Indiana, but 
because of the death of Florence's grandmother, which delayed 
her originally scheduled trip, they met at the resort, fell 
instantly in love, and soon after, married. 

Looking back over his thirty-five year career with 
Metropolitan Life Insurance, his delight at being a member of 
the first faculty at the Raymond Walters Community College 
where he taught logic, and his marriage, Bill is convinced 
that he did not walk alone, but had a guardian angel who 
guided his life. 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING OCTOBER 29, 1990 

President Richard Vilter presided at the 14lst Annual Meeting 
of the Club' at which 73 members were present. 

Prior to the reading of the paper, a moment of silence was 
observed in memory of Victor E. Reichert. 

The first paper entitled "Club Quarters Chronology" was 
written and ready by Historian John A. Diehl. 

The first meeting of the Club at its present quarters was 
held on June 30, 1930 as a result of an offer.from Charles P. 
Taft and his wife who first leased the premises and finally 
sold them to the Club in July of 1951 for $25,000.00. 

Prior to the move to 500 East Fourth Street, Historian Diehl 
documents 17 locations where meetings were held following the 
initial meeting in 1849. 

The second paper entitled "Recollections of a Medical 
Resident" was written and read by Richard w. Vilter. 
President Vilter chronicles some tales of the early 1940s 
regarding exuberant medical students who later were to become 
Literary Club members and presidents. 

Listed were Stanley Dorst, Martin Fisher, Johnson McGuire, 
Charles Aring, Marion Blankenhorn, Robert Kehoe, Henry 
Hooper, Howard Fabing, Louis Owens, Eslie Asbury, Shiro 
Tashiro, Derrick Vale and Donald Lyle. 

Eccentric Martin Fisher believed that the foci of infection 
which caused most diseases was in the gums and teeth and, 
therefore, he not only removed all of his teeth as well as 
the underneath bony ridge, but recommended this for others. 
Imagine the amusement of his students when he sneezed and his 
teeth came out striking a young intern. 

Or how about Marion Blankenhorn who answered the question, 
"How does one make a hormone?" by saying "Don't pay her". 

Dick recalls the spring evening in 1942 when senior resident 
Joe Webb, who later became a Medical Director at UpJohn's, 
bet Bob Wolford that he couldn't hit the Jewish Hospital with 
a beer bottle from the parapet in front of the General 
Hospital Administration Building. Dick crawled out on the 
roof of the hospital and saw Joe Webb up on the flagpole and 
two residents unsuccessfully hurling bottle after bot~le at 
the Jewish Hospital, with most of the bottles shattertng in 
the middle of the street. 

i. 
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Finally, there was the tale involving intern Dillon who 
presented one of the nurses with a monkey on her birthday 
only to have the monkey escape and successfully elude capture 
for two days among the pipes and tubing of the power house. 

Alas, the wrecker's ball brought to an end the era of the old 
General Hospital. 

-
Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING NOVEMBER 5, 1990 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 52 members 
plus 4 guests in attendance. 

A memorial to William Beckett was read by Bruce Petrie in 
which James Bridgeland and George Rieveschl collaborated. A 
copy is attached to the minutes. 

The paper entitled "The Rabbit Spits in the Bull Dog's Eye" 
was written and read by Frank H. Mayfield. The paper is a 
history of whiskey making in the United States recounted by 
the writer following an evening in North Carolina with a 
fifth generation moonshiner, Taylor Maugfeld. 

Whiskey has been a principal industry in Scotland since the 
late 1400's. The Scotch-Irish brought whiskey making to 
America. Taylor's ancestor, an Ulsterman of Scotch descent 
who came to the United States in 1764, was one of the 
original whiskey makers. 

Frank reviews the original whiskey tax proposed by Alexander 
Hamilton to pay for the Revolutionary War which started the 
Whiskey Rebellion, the repeal of the tax in 1802 by Thomas 
Jefferson, the reinstatement of an excise tax in 1865 and, of 
course, prohibition and its eventual repeal on December 5, 
1933 when the Twenty-First Amendment was ratified. 

Following the reading of the paper, receipt was acknowledged 
for the Club's library of Robert J. Kalthoff's book "Buying 
Electronic Image Management Systems". At the business 
meeting, the minutes of the October meeting were read and 
approved, a new custom-printed guest book was displayed and 
Allan M. Winkler and Paul Franz were elected to membership. 

Respectf y sub tted, 

~-~ i~~ 
David Reichert 
Secretary 
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IN MEMORIAM 

WILLIAM BECKETT 
1909 - 1990 

Although generally reluctant to admit it, grown men - yes, 

even the venerable members of this venerable Club - can benefit 

from exemplars, especially from an exemplar with a sense of humor, 

one who wears his distinctions lightly, one who would have his 

accomplishments go completely unnoticed rather than make allusions 

to them himself. 

William Beckett was such a man. Indeed, if the Literary Club 

were to construct a paradigm, a profile against which to measure 

the worth of candidates for membership, it might well find that it 

had constructed a replica of Bill Beckett. 

Urbane, humane, erudite, well spoken, quietly catholic in his 

interests: literature, music, athletics, commerce, government, 

education, horticulture (although he always gave his wife, Fritzi, 

credit for their magnificent garden), sufficiently adventuresome 

to fly his own airplane, Bill's versatility can't help but bring 

to mind Jefferson's scope and breadth and, in an age of 

specialization, can't help but remind us that humanness finds its 

highest expression in a multitude of ways. 

In each of these disciplines he achieved enviable successes: 

Chairman and long-time member of the Boards of Trustees of Miami 

University and western College; Mayor and Councilman of the City 

of Hamilton, Ohio; Member of the Ohio Senate; President of the 

Beckett Paper company, and a nationally celebrated figure in the 

i 
' 



paper industry and director of several major Cincinnati 

enterprises; a· 'formidable tennis player with seven decades of 

experience; Chairman of the Board and patron of the Cincinnati 

Symphony Orchestra; Member of the Board of Public Radio station 

WGUC; a choir member, for forty years, of Trinity Episcopal Church 

of Hamilton; a Major in the United States Air Force in World War 

II and the Korean War. These reflect but a few of Bill's passions 

and services to nation, state, community, employees, family, 

friends - yes, humanity at large. A comprehensive review leaves 

one wondering what sublimity the world might achieve if only there 

were more Bill Becketts. 

Regrettably, Bill was a member of The Literary Club for only 

seven years, not long by Club standards, but we might be excused 

for taking some pride in attracting a man of Bill's caliber who was 

already a member of the The Round Table Club, a literary society 

in Hamilton; a member, well into his seventies, who was obliged to 

make the long drive from Hamilton of a Monday evening to attend our 

meetings. He did it so cheerfully as to make one wonder if this 

collection of worthies has some extraordinary attraction not 

apparent to those of normal discernment. 

f 11 1 th 1• n 1985, "A Boy's Bill presented three u - eng papers, 

Town"; in 1986, "A Brief Consideration of Ethics"; and in 1988, 

"The Rise and Fall of Childhood." The first was an engaging look 

at life in Hamilton, partly from his own perspective and partly 

through the eyes of fellow Hamiltonian, William D~ari 'H~w~lls. The 

second was a wonderfully succinct tracing of the development of 



ethical stand":rds, from primitive to contemporary society, to a 
_ .. 

conclusion theft only a precious few in our times have learned 

anything from the ethical lessons of history. The third was a 

poignant reflection on what has happened to childhood, so 

provocative that this author hosted a luncheon encounter affording 

his own children a chance to respond to Bill's evaluation. 

But Bill's most notable paper, perhaps, was one written in 

1958, not for the Literary Club, but for The Round Table Club. It 

predicted, with uncanny accuracy, the oil crises which we have 

faced in this decade. In that paper, Bill took his text from Edna 

St. Vincent Millay's poignantly grateful lines: 

"My candle burns at both ends; 
It will not last the night 
But ah, my foes, and oh, my friends 
It gives a lovely light." 

He found there an ironic analog to contemporary man's reckless 

consumption of nature's bounty and the "lovely light" of hedonism, 

an analog that troubled him profoundly, as it would anyone who 

finds joy and discipline to be inextricably combined. 

Exemplars, no matter how exemplary, can often be a pain. 

After all, it is often distressing to have one's own meager 

qualities revealed in the same forum, even if the forum is one's 

own mind, with those of a truly outstanding contemporary .. But Bill 

managed, somehow, to avoid evoking such a reaction. Perhaps it was 

his unassuming graciousness, his somehow contagious dignity, his 

diminutive, but engaging, presence. Whatever qualities are 

- 3 -
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responsible, he had them. They evoked, instead of envy, a sense 

of pleasure in·his friendship and of pride in his humanity. 

William Beckett, after a long struggle with cancer, died on 

July 19, 1990, a few days before his· eighty-first birthday. 

Given the universal tributes his death brought forth from his 

friends, a re~ent poem seems apropos: 

"He went away, his powers intact, into 
Eternity's woods alone, under a double singing 
of birds." 

FS19\HOME\PETB\17391.WP 

Respectfully, 

James R. Bridgeland, Jr. 
George Rieveschl 
Bruce I. Petrie, Chairman 

Read by Bruce I. Petrie 
The Literary Club 
November 5, 1990 

- 4 -
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING NOVEMBER 12, 1990 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 
fifty-three members plus one guest in attendance. 

The paper entitled "A Count in Time" was written and 
read by George H. Palmer. 

Benjamin Thompson was born in 1753 in North Woburn, 
Massachusetts. As a youth he started as a dry goods 
apprentice, then worked for a fishmonger and finally, at age 
sixteen entered the employ of Boston merchant. But, before 
his death at age 61, he was to become Count of Rumford, 
Knight of the Order of the White Eagle and St. Stanislaus; 
Chamberlain, Privy Counsellor of State, and Lieutenant 
General in the Service of His Most Serene Highness the 
Elector Palatine, Reigning Duke of Bavaria; Colonel of His 
Regiment of Artillery, and Commander in Chief of the General 
Staff of His Army and more. 

The writer describes the fascinating career of this 
opportunistic minor figure in history that includes 
appointment as a Major in a New Hampshire Regiment, British 
Undersecretary of State for the Northern Department, 
Lieutenant Colonel of a regiment of British Horse Dragoons 
stationed in Long Island, General Aid de Camp of the Elector 
Palatine of Bavaria and on and on. 

And yet, the only lasting memorial to this 
sixth-generation colonial who quit his country of birth and 
became a British citizen and later a Knight, is the English 
Garden in Munich which he designed and the Rumford stove, 
which he invented. 

David Reichert 
Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING NOVEMBER 19, 1990 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 51 
members plus 6 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "The 
Black Buddha• was written and read by Rollin workman. 

When Fang Cao-deng, a rich silk merchant of suzhou, 
China died unexpectedly, he had failed to name which of his 
two sons, Pang-tei or Guan-lo was to be his heir. He had 
stated prior to his death that the question of inheritance 
should be determined by asking the black buddha, a sixteenth 
century relic located in his garden. 

But Pang-tei accidentally discovered a secret 
underground room beneath the buddha and enlisted the aid of a 
sixteen year old neophyte priest who was able to manipulate 
the buddha from the underground chamber so that it designated 
Pang-tei as Fang's heir. 

Foolishly however, Pang-tei confided his secret to his 
mother who, just prior to her death, confessed the 
conspiracy. Our historian recounts in graphic detail how the 
desecrated buddha reaps revenge on Pang-tei, thereby 
bestowing Guan-lo with his father's riches. 

i' 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING NOVEMBER 26, 1990 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 53 members 
plus 3 guests in attendance. Prior to the reading of the 
paper, n~wly elected member Allan Winkler signed the 
membersh1p roster. The budget was written and read by John 
Diehl. 

The first paper entitled "The Infrequent Visitor" describes 
the interesting life of the cicadas who appear once every 17 
years in the spring, lay their eggs and disappear below 
ground until their next noisy appearance. 

The second paper entitled "Quake" deals with the prediction 
by !ben Browning, a New Mexico weather consultant, that a 
giant earthquake will occur along the New Madrid fault 
between December 1st and 5th of this year. Browning, who 
predicted the San Francisco Bay area quake the week before it 
happened, bases his forecast on the rare juxtaposition of the 
planets and the unusually high tides which will occur during 
that period and may provide sufficient force to move the 
so-called tectonics plates extending for almost 200 miles 
from Arkansas to southern Illinois. Will there be an 
earthquake and will the rift lengthen the Mississippi River 
so that it becomes the Mississippi Ocean? Wait and see. 

The third paper entitled "Pioneer Paper Maker" is a biography 
of Christian Waldsmith, the son of an eighteenth century 
German immigrant who filled a much needed void in Cincinnati 
and the old Northwest Territory by establishing in 1810 a 
paper mill on the Little Miami river. The mill pa~sed to 
Waldsmith's son-in-law, Methias Kugler, who found 1t 
necessary to marry Waldsmith's daughter after a frolic in the 
hay. Although there is a road in Indi~n.Hill named f?r 
Kugler, it was Waldsmith who had the v1s1on, leadershlp and 
business acumen to establish the highly successful paper 
making operation that greatly benefited the community. 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING DECEMBER 3, 1990 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 52 members 
plus 11 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Love Song" 
was written and read by Lewis G. Gatch. 

According to fictional Literary Club member, Mallard Teal 
Wordsmith, history isn't facts and figures, it is people. As 
proof to his friend, Hemostaat K. Newcut, Wordsmith reviews 
the life of Irish poet Thomas Moore. 

The climax of the story occurs when Moore returns to England 
in 1822 after spending several years abroad settling debts 
incurred by his dishonest Bermuda deputy. While abroad, his 
young wife, Bessy, had been stricken with small pox and vowed 
her husband would never see her again. Moore, realizing it 
was her heart and soul he loved and not her beautiful face, 
wrote his masterpiece "Believe Me, If All Those Endearing 
Young Charms" which our reader melodious sang much to the 
delight of his audience. 

Following the reading of the paper, the Minutes of the 
November meetings were read and approved. 

ReRpectfully 

David Reichert, Secretary 

i' 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING DECEMBER 10, 1990 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 51 members 
plus 3 guests in 'attendance. The paper entitled "Six 
Portraits" was written and read by Irvin,H. Anderson. 

In the summer of 1989, Dusty participated in a three week 
study tour of Israel in order to gain a firsthand view of the 
Intifada. He portrays six people he encountered directly or 
indirectly, two Jews, two Christians and two Islamics, 
representing both the liberal and fundamental faction of each 
faith. The outlook of the six individuals ranges from a 
belief in moderation and negotiation to the opposite extreme 
of holy war and Armageddon. They demonstrate Richard 
Niebuhr's thesis that the more focused one becomes on a 
single value center, the more powerful it becomes, 
particularly if literal interpretations are given to 
metaphorical religious texts. 

submitted, 

Z--~ 
Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING DECEMBER 17, 1990 

President Richard Vilter presided at the annual 
Christmas cel~bration. Rose buds, eggnog and a cheerful fire 
greated the f1fty-one members plus six guests in attendance. 

Prior to the reading of the paper, Giovani Ranieri was 
presented with a Christmas bonus and a promise of still more 
to come. 

The report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Admissions was 
circulated, together with a proposed amendment to the 
Constitution. 

The first paper entitled "To Cap or Not to Cap" was 
written and read by Herbert F. Curry. Should Opera Houses 
use a sur caps? Santa Fe and the Metropolitan do not. Other 
houses do, which the writer finds to be a distraction. He 
argues that what is important is not the story, but the 
glorious music for which the words are merely a pretext. 

The second paper entitled "Catalogs Tell Us That Xmas 
is Here" was written and read by Charles M. Judd. Charles 
admits to showing more interest in gift giving and receiving 
than he does in the real significance of Christmas. 
Reflecting on Tom Wolfe's observation that novelists are 
having a hard time making their plots believable, he agrees 
that Wolfe is right if Christmas catalogs are any 
indication. Examples cited are a telephone with a flashing 
pink neon light, a shoe phone, a high-tech pooper scooper 
with disposable waste cups, and a tie clip with a pull down 
plastic shade to cover one's tie when eating. 

The third paper entitled "People Are Doing the Same 
Thing, There's Just a New Crowd Doing Them", was written and 
read by Joseph s. stern Jr. Joe has always been interested 
in significant 100 year anniversaries centered in Cincinnati, 
and claims that the same things are being done now as were 
being done then, except that new people are doing them. 
Relying on the Enquirer and Post from 1890, Joe convincingly 
cites the trouble in Ireland in 1890 and the trouble in 
Ireland today. Referring to today's drug problem, he·quotes 
a December 8, 1890 headline that opium was on the rise in 
Cincinnati. Even personal ads appeared in the newspapers 100 
years ago. And finally, and perhaps most importantly~ the 
Club tonight enjoys a roast turkey due to the generos1ty of 
the Asburys, as it did fifty years ago. 

r 

I I 



' I,. 

' ·' : 

All of which leads to the final paper, written and read 
by Taylor Asbury entitled "The Fiftieth Anniversary Turkey". 
This year's holiday celebration marks the fiftieth 
consecutive year the Asbury family has supplied the Club 
turkey, in spite of the fact that no Forest Retreat turkeys 
have been sold for at least 35 years, and the farm's manager 
has recommended discontinuing raising turkeys because of the 
cost. Nevertheless, the Asbury tradition continues with two 
store bought birds, deliciously prepared for consumption. 

Following the reading of the paper, Bob Kalthoff lead 
the assembly in Christmas carol£, after which the holiday 
feast was enjoyed by all. 

-
Respectfully submitted, 

y~~ 
David Reichert 
Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING JANUARY 7, 1991 

President Richard Vilter presided. 
members plus two guests in attendance. 

There were sixty 

A moment of silence was observed in memory of Frank 
Mayfield. A memorial to Victor E. Reichert was read by Eugene 
Mihaly in which Booth Shepard and Robert Kalthoff joined as 
committee members. 

The paper entitled "Which I Did" was written and read by 
Edward Lee Burdell. Books read in our youth substantially 
influence our values, rules of life, attitudes and style. Ed 
was particularly influenced by the Seckatary Hawkins' 
adventures. Written between 1918 and 1930 by Robert F. 
Schulkers, a Covington, Kentucky native, the Hawkins' stories 
first ran as a serial in the Enquirer and then were published 
in books whose national influence reached into Harper Lee's IQ 
Kill A Mockingbird. 

Contained in eleven novels, Hawkins' adventures involved a 
clubhouse where women were not permitted, strong tradition and 
fine fellows, all characteristics Ed finds in The Literary Club. 

At the business meeting, the minutes of the previous month 
were approved and Paul Long was elected to membership. 
Following a discussion regarding a proposal to amend the rules 
pertaining to membership admission, a motion was approved to 
vote on the proposal at a subsequent date to be fixed by the 
Board of Management. 

David Reichert, Secretary 

DR/2 
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VICTOR E. REICHERT 1897-1990 

In Memoriam 

Victor Reichert was a man for many seasons: a highly revered 

and much beloved rabbi; a gifted, inspiring teacher; a 

disciplined, creative scholar and author; a sensitive poet; a 

person of keen literary discernment and appreciation; a lover of 

and an enthusiastic participant in a number of sports; an adoring 

and adored husband, father and grandfather--above all, a 

compassionate, embracing, beautiful human being. His seat is 

empty. He shall be missed. 

Many of us were present at the memorial services for Victor at 

Rockdale Temple and listened with the appreciation of a close 

extended family as his many contributions and achievements were 

eulogized. I focus in these brief moments on Victor's special 

place in the Literary Club, and on that aspect of his 

multi-faceted personality which earned him the universal high 

esteem, the affection and respect of our members--sentiments he 

deeply cherished and fully reciprocated. 

I attribute Victor's unique role not to his love of our Club, 

which he surely had; or to the joy he derived from attending its 

meetings; or to his invariably gracious and enthusiastic response 

to the literary efforts of his fellow members. He was deeply 

moved when the Club made him an honorary member. Of all his 

honors, he confided to a number of us, he considered the highest, 

his being president of the Literary Club. 

Victor's many papers were, as one would expect, of high 

literary merit. Bob Kalthoff, a member of the memorial committee, 

writes that as he "browsed through Victor's papers in our Library, 

he was struck by the poetry of his prose and how evocative and 

- l -



readable the writings are." Victor wrote perceptively, with 

poetic sensitivity and insight on a wide gamut of subjects: from 

his first paper on Benjamin Cardoza in 1956, when he was elected 

to the Club, to Edwin E. Robinson, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Robert 

Browning, Judah al ijarizi and, of course, a number of essays on 

Robert Frost, his close and much admired friend. 

But as laudable and admirable as Victor's many talents surely 

were, they do not quite explain the subtly unique way many of us 

related to him--perhaps as one relates to a spiritual parent, 

hoping, waiting for benign approval--a blessing. This 

relationship was vividly illustrated for me just a few days ago. 

I suggested to Bob Kalthoff that he prepare a paragraph on 

Victor's Literary Club papers. In response, Bob spent what must 

have been endless hours interviewing that gracious, lovely lady, 

Victor's "woman of valor," Louise, his two sons, David and 

Jonathan; in transcribing and editing the interview script; and in 

writing a summary. He also prepared a list and digest of Victor's 

papers, a bibliography, and added some poignant, personal 

recollections of his visit to the Reichert summer home in Ripton, 

Vermont, with his eleven-year-old daughter. (I append Bob's 

elaborate notes for the Club records.) Bob's exceptional efforts 

deeply moved me. They were more than acts of respect and 

friendship; they were loving acts of filial devotion. 

The key to Victor's personality is, I believe, his lifelong, 

fundamental commitment. It was the context of everything he did, 

and explains the distinctive quality, the special aura of his 

relationships and activities. Victor's ambition from early youth 

was to be a rabbi, and despite the obstacles--his application for 

admission to the Hebrew Union College was initially rejected--he 

achieved his ardently desired goal. He was ordained in 1926 and 

served as the spiritual leader of one congregation throughout his 

long and richly rewarding career. Victor's being a rabbi was not 

- 2 -
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an external, adjectival description of a person's profession, like 
"h ' ' II II e lS an eng1peer, or an architect." "Rabbi" suffused his 

total personality. It was not that Victor was a rabbi, but Victor 

and rabbi were synonymous; they were congruent. His every act was 

a rabbinic act. 

Victor was a dedicated and profoundly committed Jew and 

congregational rabbi. But the institution he loyally served did 

not hem in his horizons or circumscribe his rabbinate. Like the 

prophets of old who were his inspiration, Victor served Him who 

stands above institution and embraces all humankind. The Source, 

"the reach beyond the grasp" whom we would address as God, unites; 

institutions too often separate and divide. Victor, the rabbi, 

transcended institution. I have observed many a snlile--skeptical, 

even patronizing at times--when it was repeated that Victor was 

the Rabbi-in-Residence of the Ripton, Vermont Methodist Church. A 

rabbi of a church? Surely an oxymoron! But we who kn$w Victor 

know it not only to be true, but quite logical and understandable 

--even inevitable. 

The pastor of the Trinity United Church of Christ in Mt. 

Vernon, Indiana, Mr. John Specht, when he heard of Victor's death 

wrote to me: "Nineteen years ago, I had the privilege of studying 

under Rabbi Reichert at the University of Cincinnati ... Through his 

intelligence, wisdom, warmth and faith, [he] brought the Hebrew 

Scriptures alive for me ... I discovered in Rabbi Reichert 

a ... guiding light when ... ! might otherwise have stumbled. Not 

only did the good rabbi enlighten, he also strengthened me, 

enabling me to sense the majestic ... and hidden presence of God in 
II 

the midst of the 'earthquakes, winds, and fires' we all must face. 

Booth Shepard, the other member of the memorial committee, in 

a tribute he wrote in 1980, said it all in a few beautiful words: 

" ... at a highpoint in my life, one of joy in the then approaching 
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marriage of our daughter, Sarah, Victor again contributed 

gnerously and fashioned another bond between us. He participated 

in the marriage ceremony. Thus, he has touched and enriched three 

generations of my family. To adopt the dramatic device of the 

unknown author of Job, should God in His wisdom ask me, '--and 

what of my servant Victor?' ... I would say that the life of my 

friend, Victor Reichert, is like a window through which the 

sunlight pours to open up vistas of beauty and graceful 

proportion .•. Victor ... our rabbi ... crosses over divisions to the 

minds and hearts of a host of faithful people ... Humbly I would 

acknowledge this blessing and be thankful." 

An appropriate coda to this memorial are the words we shall 

always associate with Victor: 

"From quiet homes and first beginnings; out to the 
undiscovered ends 

There's nothing worth the wear of winning like the 
sound of laughter and the love of friends." 

- 4 -

Booth Shepard 
Robert Kalthoff 
Eugene Mihaly 
Memorial Committee 
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December 17, 1990 

Eugene Mihaly 
3974 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, OH 45220 

Re: Victor Reichert Memorial 

Gene: 

As with the material delivered to you by Carol McCalmont, Tuesday, December 18, 1990, 
enclosed are the same two pieces re-edited. The three page piece had had the benefit of 
fact-checking with Louise whose memory is absolutely remarkable. The "raw material" did 
not have the benefit of Louise's later clarifications. I sent them on as was so as not to hold 
you up. 

I have backed these corrections and commentaries into the current "raw materials". Also, 
my computer apparently rebels at putting the final "i" on Harizi. Though in defense, I did 
get it right once in the original "raw materials". Judah Harizi has now had the "i" properly 
restored. 

I await your fmal Memorial. 

Robert J. Kalthhoff 
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December 17, 1990 

Reichert Memorial: 

Gene and B~oth: These are condensations of what I consider to be the highlights of 
the raw.ma,tenal I gathered on Victor over the past weeks. It is not intended as the 
Memonalztse~ but rather a menu from which elements can be chosen as they fit. The 
same can be sa1d ~/the !~w materials. Where descrepancies exist between the raw material 
and the condensations, It ts because I fact -checked the fonner with Louise. Time did not 
pennit fixing the raw materials in time to get to Gene on Tuesday, December 18, 1990. 

Bom in Brooklyn, St. Patrick's Day, 1897, of a long line of rabbis on both sides of his family, 
Victor Reichert's ambition was to become a rabbi, a teacher and a writer. He interrupted his 
education at CCNY to serve in the Army. Graduated in 1919. Applied for the rabbinate at HUC In 
Cincinnati where brother Irving was a student. Victor was turned down on the logic that one 
Reichert was enough. Victor entered the Columbia School of Joumalism, finishing his MA in 
1921. Was accepted at Hebrew Union College. Graduated with honors, 1926. Began as Assistant 
Rabbi at Rockdale Temple. He became Rabbi ln1936 and remained there to retirement. 

Victor was a man very much into his own agenda. He had his work. His writing. His studies. 
His teaching. His love of sports. He could pursue them all, thanks to a loving wife, Louise, who 
made an art of protecting him from the everyday demands of householding. Victor had taught the 
teen-aged Louise Felbel in Sunday school before she went on to Smith. He later spotted her as a 
lovely, mature young woman at a Cincinnati Opera performance of Madame Butterfly. They were 
married in 1928. 

The longstanding kitchen-avoider had dinner preparation forced upon him one time. He 
bravely tried crisp bacon with resuHing disaster. But coffee. He could do coffee. His mother 
taught him that. Some water In here. Some coffee in there. 20 minutes later, absent any coffee 
aroma whatever, he had produced a brew of very hot water. The percolator, Victor understood. 
The Drip-o-Lator remained beyond him. 

At the invitation of Robert Frost, Victor went to the Breadloaf Mountain, Vermont, Writer's 
Conference in 1942. Louise and David joined him in1943. In 1944, the Reichert's were boarders 
in the home of Jason Billings, the town of Ripton patriarch, farmer, a man who loved poetry. The 
Billings invited the Reicherts to attend the Ripton Methodist Church. Soon, Victor was invited to 
preach. "For the people of Vermont at the time we got there it was like all Jews had horns," said 
son Jonathan. But Victor cared about these people. The Reicherts were to make wonderful 
friendships in Ripton. Dr. George Klohck, the minister, made Victor Reichert Rabbi-in-Residence. 
Victor often conducted the Sunday service. He later buried Billings' wife. 

Victor's oldest granddaughter, Miriam, had second thoughts about her bat-mitzvah. Louise 
encouraged her. Noting that Louise herseH had not had a bat-mitzvah, Miriam suggest?d they be 
bat-mitzvahed, together. And they were. Right there before the con~regatlon.of the R1pton 
Merthodist Church. Jonathan and his nephew, Jimmy, stayed up all n1ght catenng the food for the 
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I . r~ception that followed. VIctor's and his family's meeting these people on their own terms made 
th1s unheard-of event possible. It changed the people's attHude toward those who are different 
from themselves. 

His relationship with Robert Frost came about through Louise's Insisting that the demurring 
rabbi attend a Frost reacRog In Cincinnati In 1938. Viator's reluctance stemmed from his awe of 
the American poet Edwin A. Robinson on whom he was later to do a paper for the Literary Club. 
Victor lost no time In meeting Frost. Victor's translation of the Book of Job was underway at the 
time. He was teaching The Bible as Literature at U.C. The two poets were fascinated with one 
anothrr for totally different reasons. That meeting started a relationship that lasted over 25 years. 

Several events drew the men closer. Frost's bringing them up to Vermont and their eventually 
buying the old Schoolhouse close to the Frost compound, which the Reichert's occupied each 
summer until the last one.Thls opened the door to long hours of rich Interchange between VIctor 
and Frost. The great poet read his Mask of Reason In manuscript to the Relcherts, later 
Incorporating some of Victor's suggestions. The other was Frost's coming to Cincinnati on various 
occasions and staying with the Relcherts. tt was on one of these that Frost took VIctor's pulpit. 
Frost was not pleased with the sermon he gave. He wanted to take It back. Of course he could 
not. Eventually It was published. • 

Many recognized Frost's bad habits. He loved to play tennis but was not very good at it. VIctor 
would often muff shots for the benefit of the older poet, though he would never lef son Jonathan 
win. Jonathan, a competitive teenager, played Frost to win. And did-usually to Frost's bad 
temper. Still, Jonathan had tremendous respect for Frost. His understanding of physics, 
Jonathan's subject, was remarkable. He spoke poetry. There were always new and Imaginative 
ways of looking at things. Jonathan disagreed with Victor on a paper on Frost that his father was 
doing for the Literary Club. He fel that Victor was deifying the man That ft was giving a dstorted 
picture. Victor Ustened and rewrote. 

As a Uterarian, VIctor's papers are a joy to read. His April6, 1964 Club paper was a polished 
jewel. It Is a fictional dialogue between a Captain Phlls and the principal. Encounter at Joppa 
ends with: . 

'1 saw In horror these brutal men shackle Paul and lift him In the air as though he were a 
driven leaf In a violent storm. But as they fled with him Into the night, I was seeing all this 
as In a dreadful nightmare ••• could hear above the breaking waters of the sea outside, 
Paul's clear .•• voice: 

I 

'"H I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem.'" 

VIctor was moved when he learned that the Club had made him an Honorary Member. He had 
said to several of us that of an his honors, he considered the greatest his being Prelsdent of the 
Literary Club. 

TriiiiCIIpllon of Rllcherlfamlly ln!IMIWI tU·t2.t7.1HO 15 
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Not long before he succumbed he asked son David to buy him a gift for his Louise on her 
birthday. It was to be a sliver medallion engraved with '1'he heavens declare the glory of God and 
the firmament showeth his handiwork". It was ready In time for Louise's September 16th birthday. 
She wears It constantly. 

A remarkable thing took place In the waning weeks of VIctor's life. It had not been easy for him 
that year. He was at war with his own body. His sight was falling. Hearing good. Mind clear. Mobility 
very limited. Pain. He spoke of death. That he would welcome death. Then, suddenly, he 
changed. •1•ve never Uved life that way," he said, overruling himseH. He had always affirmed lfe. 
He was not about to let that momentary reversal stand. 

The first portion of VIctor's blessing that he gave for all Uterary Club feasts had a surprising 
source. It was one which VIctor revealed to very few. 

•From quiet homes and first beginnings: out to the undiscovered ends. There's nothing 
worth the wear of winning like the sound of laughter and the love of friends." 

That these words came from an antl-semte, Hlllalre Belloc, did not stop VIctor from accepting the 
poignancy of the poetry nor his putting It to a most effective use. 

+++++ 
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Raw Notes: 

Memorial, VIctor Relchhert, for Literary Club meeting of January s 1991 
David Reichert: 531 6557 · ' 

Telcon with 
Jonathan Reichert, 
716 839 0156. W: 716 636 2542 

Dad and I were very close. Spent a lot of time with each other. I would come to town and call 
~im so that he would. block out the day. We would take long walks. There was total incompetence 
1n seeing to the detailS of household living, however. Repairing or maintaining or shopping or 
even rudimentary cooking beyond grilling steaks which he loved to do and did well seemed 
beyond him. He was square one. Louise saw to it that all these things were done. His wife was 
everything. 

She would pack his suitcase when they would travel. We also had a nanny (housekeeper). 
Rose Weisender. One time Dad ended up at home alone. [Jonathan vividly recalls this, David 
does not suggesting that D. was not there.} Rose's day off. Mother away and he had to cook 
supper . We all loved crisp bacon. He tried to do that. The whole thing was a complete disaster. 
You can't imagine it. 

With everything else ruined he said 'Well, one of the things I know I can do is to make coffee. 
My mother taught me how to make coffee. You put water in here. And you put the ground coffee 
in this little thing here. And presto. Great coffee." [David recalls the coffee story but not 
associated with Victor's effort to cook.} Time went by. After 20 minutes with not the trace of 
brewing-coffee smell, he poured what he thought would be good rich black coffee. Actually it 
was just boiling water. It urned out it was a Drip-o-Lator. Victor's mother had educated him to the 
workings of a percolator. 

In the 1960s [Was It at retirement time?] the congregation did a "This Is your life." We 
were brought back from school and kept out of sight until the big moment. His sisters were there. 
We all had to recall a story. I told that one about the coffee. 

Frost and VIctor Reichert: Frost had many bad habits. Bad temper. Loved to play 
tennis and wasn't very good at it. Dad, who was good at it, would muff a shot here and there 
deliberately so that Frost could win.[Louise pointed out as Jonathon did not, that victor would 
not let J. win. Though he would let Frost win.] Not me. I was a teenager. I was out to win. Frost 
would get furious when I would beat him. 

Father was very much into himseH. He lived his Rfe on his agenda. He had his work. His 
writing. His studies. His teaching. His sermons. His love of baseball. His tennis--mother played, 
too. His swimming. Mother waited on him. 
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To underscor~ Victor's se~lessness, J. tells the tale of Geo Weise's father. Ed Weise. His wife 
was a Guggenheim. He lost h1s job a t the end of the war. A big blow In this man's life. He never 
got over it. Got depressed. Wouldn't leave home. She had to go to work at Shillitos. Knew the 
Lazaruses. When they found she was working there, they tried to better her situation but she 
wouldn't let them do that. So dad called Ed and had lunch with him one Friday. Mecklenbergs. 
They talked baseball. Dad did that wtth Ed every Friday for years. 

I'm an old polticallefty. Dad never understood the black problems in the growing black 
community around Rockdale Temple. Yet my grandmother, his mother-In-law had had a stroke. 
She was told to have a drink of scotch everyday to keep going. He many times took her to the 
Vernon Manor for their scotch and lunch. He gave tremendouly of himseH. We never agreed 
politically on anything. He never had a sense of the larger community. Yet he had an intuitive 
sense of the small community of Ripton, Vermont. 

Vermont: When we first went there, It was like we were the first Jews they'd ever seen In 
Vermont. Like Jews had horns. But Victor cared about these people. [Louise reported that 
Victor was invitred to Bread/oaf Writer's Conference by Frost in 1942. In 1943 David and Louise 
went up with Victor for the two weeks and stayed at the Bread/oaf Inn. In 1944, the family 
boarded with Jason Billings, the town patriarach and etc. A farmer. Loved poetry. Enjoyed 
Victor.lnvited them to attend the Methodist Church and Victor to preach. Dr. George Klohck, 
minister appointed hm Rabbi-in-Residence. Years later he became Rabbi-emeritus.] 

Jonathan spoke about the aging Mr. Jensen. Huge hands. He was a crank. He was critical of 
everything. Hardware store was too expensive. No one would do anything for Jensen. Yet dad 
had a rapport with him. When we bought the schoohouse several years after we started going to 
Vermont, no one ever broke into the house when we weren't there beCause everyone watched it. 

We had wonderful friends. Periodically the spring would go dry. We would have to get Mr. 
Billings to take care of it. In Vermont you never asked directly. It would be done--even though you 
paid for It--because It was neighborly that way. You'd leak It at the community store. Dad 
understood it intuitively. You'd neve talk about the spring directly. At the very end of the 
conversation, you'd just work tt in. Not that there was a problem with it. A day later so BiiMngs 
would stop by. They'd talk about everything under the sun. At the end of the conversation 
Billings would say .. Maybe your spring needs looking at." He would do that. Sure enough it 
needed repair and he would fix it. 

When they went to Vermont, Jews were strangers. They must have thought Jews had horns. 
When Victor got there, he asked first thing, where is the house of worship? [This from 
JKonathan. Louise does not recall this and she seems to ahve total recall.] Before long he was 
officiating at services. Jason Billings, a weahhy, powerful, cuhured f~rmer-relatlve to. the. . , 
carpenter, Billings. Large family. Read poetry. In 1944 the Reichert s actually stayed m Billings 
house as paid boarders for the two weeks before they could rent the schoolhosue which they 
later bought. Billings asked him to preach at the Methodist Church. [Louise a~d that Billings 
invited them to attend church with the Billings. Is not sure that B had asked h1m to preach. 
Thought it would be George Klohck, the minister who did that.] Victor later buri~ Billings wife. 

He and his family met those people on their terms. He pa~ed t.he way for all ki~s of .things that 
happened in that community. Their whole view of life and their attitudes towared mmorit1es and 
people who are different from them changed around that. 
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Here Jonathan gives extraordinary testimony to that: 

The Bat·~ltzvah~: Victor b-m'd his wife and oldest granddaughter, Miriam. Miriam resisted 
the ~hole 1dea. Lou1se wa~ gently urging her to consider it. Finally, Miriam said she'd make a deal. 
Lou1se had not been bat-m1tzvahed. If she would be, Miriam would be. They could be bat
mitzvahed together. Miriam did the sermon. Mother learned to read Hebrew. Jonathan and a 
nephew catered the recep~io~ in the community house. They cooked all night to do that. It was 
so extraordinary to have th1s httle Vermont Methodist Church with a "Rabbi-In-Residence" let 
alone to have a Jewish religious event taking place there, a bat-mitzvah for the Rabbi's oyJn wife 
and granddaughter--simuHaneously. And have all the congregation tum out; share In the 
proceedings and the community event that followed it. It should have been written up In the New 
York Times. It wasn't. We all knew how Louise never wanted to lmellght. 

Frost as a person: Jonathan spent a lot of time with Frost. He'd catch trout and could get Into 
Frost's cabin [he would probably be asked to stay for dinner.) He was in high school and college 
during this time. 

Frost was troubled, complex. Larry Thomson's book. Brilliant. Insightful. But you get no 
sense of Frost from Larry's book which in many ways devastated the Frost that the wortd knew, 
that we knew. In conversation, Frost spoke poetry. There were always new and imaginative ways 
of looking at things. Had an eye for the unexpected. Larry's book gave-no sense of being about 
Frost.[Victor di(J a Literary Club paper, budget, likely, on Larry Thomson's first volume on Frost. 
The last volume was the one that was devastating to Frost as a person. 

Jonathan and Victor had a lot of talk about how Victor was hyping this man. '1\fou write about 
him as if he were a saint," Jonathan would admonish. "It gives a distorted picture." Jonathan had 
been around him too often to see that what Larry was saying was the full picture of Frost. h was 
sensational. Ugly. Painful. In a direct sense, you couldn't argue against it. But as giving a picture 
of the man, It didn't. Jonathan had driven him. They had spent hours In the car together. Brilliant 
evenings of talk. Talking about it. Thinking about it. [RJK takes "it" to be about any of a number 
of subjects.] 

Frost's family was a desecration. Never treated women well. Had 5 or 6 kids. Tried to run their 
lives. Never had a real relationship with them. He was a terrible prude. But that was not important 
to Victor. He saw the mind. The poetry. There is more that dad forgets. Frost visited in Cinti. He 
was being awarded honorary degrees at both UC and HUC. We all walked on eggshells while he 
was here--all because of his personal genius. 

So what? Bucky Fuller , when he would visit had to have his own bathroom that no one else 
could use. It had to be sterilized. Victor was hurt deeply by these attacks on Frost, msot of which 
were written after Frost was gone. 

In the course of several long trips driving with Frost, the young Jonathan concluded that he 
was one of the geniuses of the century. Frost understood physics. He had It right.[ Jonathan 
himseff is a brilliant physics teacher. Shortly before Victor died, Jonathan presente h!m with a 
copy of a Prentice-Hall textbook in physics that Jonathan had worked on for years. It 1s 
innovative, a vast departure from texts in physics used throughout the land.] 

Dad deified him Didn't leave a clear image. We discussed the Literary Club paper on Frost. 
Jonathan made him' rewrite it many times. Frost's relationship with dad was wonderful. He liked 
admirers. He knew that dad admired him enormously. But he admired dad for his knowledge of 
the literature of the old testament. Their relationship never flagged. 
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The !irst pres~ copy of The Mask of Reason was inscribed to dad. He had read the ms to dad 
and Lou1se. [~avic/.was there for th~t reading and wondered if it might not have been The Mask 
Qf Mercv. Lou1se, ~~ later r~checkmg had no question whatever about it being the Mask of 
Reason. ) He rnod1f1ed the fmal manuscript because of comments of dad. 

Re "the" sermon: When Frost stayed at the Reichert house he volunteered to give a sermon 
at Rockdale Temple.[Frost came to Cincinnati at least 3 times that Louise remembers. The first 
time w~ on a literary mission. This is when the sermon subject came up. David recalled that 
F.rost did the sermon when he came to get his honorary degrees from both US and HUC. Louise 
is in total disagreement on that. He also came a third time, had to do with his Mask gt Reason. 
probably at Miami U. Victor took him up on the sermon.}. As far as we know this sermon was a first 
[and probably only} event of its kind in Frost's life. Frost talked about a (southern?) woman In the 
sermon. Feft bad about that. SeH- doubt about what he did socially. He wanted to take it back after 
he had given it at Rockdale temple. Well, he couldn't do that. It was already public matter. ft was 
later published. 

Frost lived in Cambridge. Ripton was where he summered. He died in a hospital in 
Cambridge. Did not ask for dad to officiate at the burial. 

Jonathan at one point had dated Frost's granddaughter. Frost tried to run all of their lives. ft 
was shoddy. Frost was very depressed at the time his wife died. He thought he had killed her. N, 

w~h all things with Frost, ~ was complicated. 

Interview with Louise Reichert, Sunday, December 9, 1990: 

[This took place in the Reichert living room over a period of two and a haN hours. We talked 
about amny things. Of getting old. Of incapacity. Of the war and her concern about that. Of 
Victor's being sponsored by Charlie Cellarius for the Club. How the Club's presidency was the 
greatest honor--obviously one of many great honors-that he had received. The following are 
cullings from this informal, unstructured interaction with this wamr , forthcoming, remarkable 
woman. One gets the impression that despite all, Victor Reichert was one of the great 
happenings in her life--as her coming into his was to Victor's.] 

About VIctor: He was born in Brooklyn, NY. His father, Isadore was a reformed rabbi. His 
grandfathers on both sides of the family had been rabbis. In fact, there is no known family history 
where direct male forebears had not been rabbis. He went to a special high-school where Latin 
was used so extensively that the teachers could converse on modern subjects like baseball using 
latin. Victor was a star student which guaranteed his entry into CCNY. 

He had gone to CCNY for undergraduate degree, won in 1919. Prior to COr:"flleting his 
studies at CCNY, Victor had gone into the Army as a regular. Had an assignment 1n a laborat~ry 
where work was being done on explosives. He may have been a guard or even a gopher. ft IS 
doubtful that he was working on the TNT explosive experiment itself. At one point he le~t .the lab 
where the work was going on to talk to a supervisor. Shortly after he left, there was a ternble 
explosion. Much damage. Injury to someone--possibly fatal. 
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y1ctor was posted to Washington, D.C. to the Army Medical school where he was to take a 
med1cal corpsman's course. He.evidently did not find this education useful in the sense of being 
posted overseas to pursue med1cal corpsman activities. Victor recalled seeing President Wilson 
driving about town wearing his high hat. 

Vlct?r's.amb~ion in IHe was to be a rabbi, a teacher and a writer. In pursuit of that, upon 
graduating ln1919 from CCNY, Victor came to Cincinnati as part of his appication for admission to 
Hebrew Union ~ollege. Surprisingly, he was turned down. Older brother Irving was already at 
HUC. They deaded one Reichert was enough [This suggests that Irving was not a conformist.] 
Irving later b_e~ame a rabbi in San Francisco. Irving died 20 years ago. There were 3 sisters, one of 
them Is still liVIng. Victor then matriculated at Columbia for a degree in Journalism, awarded in 
1921. Louise felt that this was an excellent background for one who was to dedicate so rooch of 
his &fe to writing. For years taught a course in the Bible as history, for example It was this interest 
that attracted Frost to Victor Reichert on their first meeting--see below. 

Victor was always a good athlete. Had won some kind of a gold medal for running. Loved to 
swim and did It almost daily until3 years ago. A good tennis player. Used to play wHh Tony Trabert 
and Billy Talbert. VR won in doubles against the two. Howard Zeh, coach of Trabert, had taught 
VF to play tennis. Taught him to manipulate ball placement. Louise also learned to pklay. They 
played together. Later, Nancy Meiss was Ohio State Champion. VR helped her wHh ball 
placement. She later became a prominent figure skating judge. Victor would play tennis with Frost 
up at the Writers conference. Once played with both Frost and Lous Untermeyer. 

VR as Rabbi: Victor's wish to be rabbi, teacher, writer was fuHilled in every respec. Isadore 
Reichert, his father, a reformed rabbi, was born In Europe, possibly Germany since the name is 
German. Isadore died at aged 52 in 1924. Grandfather Packus was also a rabbi. Interesting that 
with a family history in which every generation was represented by rabbis, no one in succeeding 
generations after Irving and Victor has taken it up. 

They have 6 grandchildren. David has 3 boys. Jonathan 3 girts. Naomi, who is mildly rretarded, 
has a twin sister. They are now around 30. There Is a younger granddaughter, four years younger 
than the twins. In high school VR worked for a rabbi. 

Victor taught Sunday school as a student rabbi. Louise Feibel was in his class. Mid high school, 
probably. He didn1 re-meet her until several years later, July 5, 1928, at the Cincinnati Summer 
Opera performance of Madame Butterf~. Her father and mother had taken her there. He spotted 
her. Said "I know that girl". He recalled a rabbi, Julian Feibelman-not related. He had had a 
student pulpit in Kalamazoo. Also one in Springfield. When he graduated he was offered a 
position at Rockdale Temple as Assistant Rabbi to Dr. Phelps. [Spelling?} He became rabbi in 
1938. He had been elevated as a wedding gift by Dr. Phelps In 1929 .Title? Was It "Associate" 
Rabbi? In accepting the position at Rockdale Temple, it was, as it turned out, a lifelong 

commitment. · 
Victor never left--until retirement·· a total of 35 years. His service had always been at the . 

Rockdale Temple In Avondale. He had to come out of retirement fo~ one year to ~over for a rabbi 
who could not fill out his commitment. This was at the new temple 1n Amberley VIllage The 
congregation was 1000 in VIctor's tenure. Less now. 
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VIctor Reichert as Writer: VR always had an Intense interest in the old testament. He did a 
lot of translating. Bible as LRerature was a a favorite subject. He taught this at UC for years. And as 
a guest at other palces as well. He wanted to do a scholarly work on a medeval Jewish poet in 
Spain. [That wa&the basis for his two volume work, The Tahk8Cl1Qnj of Judah Al-Harizj. [Louise 
gave me a copy of Volume 1. Introduction and First Fiffeen Gates.l In 1928 he began a series in 
the American Israelite: ''From the Rocking Chai('. Did a lot of book reviews for the Enquirer in the 
early years. 

His scholarly interests at HUC produced a gold medal paper, "The poet and Civilization," His 
earliest major work and one of the most outstanding things he has done was the translation of the 
Book of Job. Interest in that goes back to the time of WW 1. 

About Frost: Frostdied in 1963 a very old man of 89. Victor was 66. Louise had gone to Smith 
'26. Frost, this handsome, middle aged poet had come to the Smith campus and charmed 
everyone. Louise took the opportunity to meet him. It was years later after she and Victor were 
married that she dragged Victor to a Frost appearance in Cincinnati. Victor had said that his most
admired poet was Edwin Arlington Robinson. When Frost finished his lecture, Victor could not 
wait to get back to meet him. They hit it off on the spot and remained great friends. 

Victor was working on the translation of the Book of Job at that time. He and Frost talked about 
the meaning of reason and the Book of Job. Louise, referring to a comment offered by Frost on 
VR's translation of the Book of Job: "You above all men have given me ... " Frost: ''You of all 
men." She spoke of Frost later reading to the Reicherts the Meaning of Reason. 

Frost insisted that VR come up to Breadloaf, the summer campus for the Graduate School of 
English of nearby Middlebury College. Victor was to teach journalism, the focus being the Bible 

as IRerature. 

VIctor Reichert and the Literary Club: Victor joined the Club in the mid 1950s.[The 
date should be verified. His first writing-see below-was in the year 1956-57. 1 He was 
sponsored by Charles Cellarius. 

This writer browsed Victor Reichert's papers in the Literary Club Library up through the late 
19 70s. He was struck by the polish, the poetry of the prose and how evocative and readable his 

writings are. . . . . 
Vol: 1179, Year 1956·57: The title of this 3 page ( smgle· spaced) paper IS aemamtn 

Nathan cardqsa-Man of Law and Letters. 
A quote from Cardoza brilliantly sums Victo(s biographlc~l subject " The sub~ergence of 

seH is the pursuit of the ideal, the readiness to spend ones self Without measure, prodigally, .. 
ecstatically for something intuitively apprehended as great and noble." 

Vol. 1180, Year 57·58: Victor's title for his first full LHerary Club paper was Out for Stars. 
It consumed 11 single· spaced pages. It opens with: .. 

'The star images in Robert Frost poems dazzle Ilk~ t~~ milky "!ar. St~rs keep shmm~ 
through Frost's poems, suggesting splendors of mf1n1ty and 1nt1mat1ons of the devil [last 
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word should be checked as my note is not totally legible at that point.} . ... Frost talks 
about stars the way the more orthodox in religion speak of God." 

The piece goes on with a beautifully evoc~tive description of Frost himseH. 

Vol. 182, Year 59·60: Charles F Cellarius had a paper that year. VICtor's was The 
Tahkemoni of Judah AI-Harizi. It opens with: 

"On the Road of Ages traversed by the people of Israel there ·were many moments when 
the path was lit with IHerary splendor .... Hariz is the last brillant star in the medieval 
Spanish Sky ... the golden age of Jewish Literature." 

Vol., 183, Year 60·61 : Victor's title for this short paper, budget, one presumes, was 
A PBllQ at Papa. "Papa" was an obese 4th century biblical scholar. The piece begins: 

"I cannot recall when I first encountered Papa but I never run Into him now without a 
heightened sense of excitement. Why did I single out this one Rabbi? Is it because 
Graetz, the historian, had so little good to say about Papa? Am I inclned to take another 
look when I hear a man held up to ridicule? More than passion attracts me to the fourth 
century Babylonian scholar." 

The paper points out that while Papa is quoted In the Talmud, he prospered with a sesame seed 
enterprise. From the Talmud: 

''If your wife Is short, bend down and hear her wisdom." 

"All things are better old except dates, beer and fish-hash." 

On acting as a judge: "A man should not act as a judge for one whom he loves or for one 
whom he hates; for the man cannot see the guilt of one whom he loves or the merit of 
one whom he hates. 

Vol. 184 Year 1961·62: This 8 page single-spaced paper carries the title Apologia Pro 
Libra Mao [last word needs checking.Again notes blur.} The piece begins: 

"I see him sitting in the lobby of the King David Hotel of his day puffing reflectively on a prime 
Havana cigar. He is an old man now with a mass of unruly silver hair .... the shadow of a smile on 
the old man's face vanished into the sunburst of laughter as he thought of Luther and his 

"Preacher". 

Vol. 186, Year 1963·64: This seven page, AprilS, 1964, single spaced paper is 
beautifully done, albeit somewhat jarring in relation to the Reichert writings that had been looked 
at to this point. It bears the title: Encounter at Jagpa. It is a fictional piece all in dialogue between 
a Captain Phils and the principal. It ends with: 

"I saw in horror these brutal men shackle Paul and IHt him in the air as though he were a 
driven leaf in a violent storm. But as they fled with him into the night, I was seeing ~II this as in a 
dreadful nightmare dream, could hear above the breaking waters of the sea outside, Paul's clear .. 

. voice: 

"If 1 forget thee, 0 Jerusalem." 
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Vol. 188, Year 1965:66: . ~his piece was delivered at the annual outing, June 13, 1966, 
held at the Devou Memon~l .Bu1ld1ng, ~evou Park, Covington, KY. His t~le: Spelling God with the 
Wrong Blocks An Apprec1~t1on of Edwm A. Robinson. Victor's paper begins: 

.. Soon a ce~tury ~111 have passed since Edwin Arlington Robinson came, perhaps 
u!Ma~ed, Jnto th1s world. By the time death stopped him, he had, through nameless 
tnbulat1ons that would have defeated others less stout of heart painfully climbed to an 
eminence of highest distinction." ' 

Victor goes on: .. He commanded the field as America's foremost living poet." Robinson 
was hailed by William Lyon Phelps as having, in THstam. written his maserpiece. 

''Tristam is not only his best poem," said Phelps, '1t is the best poetic version of that 
immortal story that has ever appeared in English. It glows with passion and radiates w~h 
beauty." 

Vol. 189, Year 1966·67: This 14 page paper was titled Rabbi Ben Ezra. It begins with an 
allusion to Robert Browning's noble poem Rabbi Ben Ezra. As Victor put it: 

'To bring together some of these conclusions and to set forth the message of the great 
English poem is the purpose of this paper." 

Vol. 191. Year 1968·69. This 3 page paper bears the title. The Twenty-E;Qhth Gate of 
Judah At-Harizi's TahkemqnL This of course is the subject matter of Volume II of Victor's two volum 
TheTahkemoni of Judah Al-Harjzi. It mentions that Victor had published the introduction and the 

First Fifteen Gates. In this brief budget paper the poet gets to Jerusalem and finds it caught up in 
a family feud. 

Vol. 193. Year, 1970·71. This paper, running 14 single spaced pages in length, was given 
May 10, 1971. VIctor's title: Juctah At-Harizjs' Tabkemoni: The Lovesick Patient and the 
Physician. This piece begins with a preface that calls upon Alice in Wonderland. It answers a 
weaHh of questions about the Tahkemoni. 

Vol. 194. Year 1971·72: Titled Bob8rt Frost's Hofjdav Cet8bration. Robert Frost was In 
the habit of creating a Christmas Season poem each year. This paper is about those poems. 

Vol. 196. Year 1973·74: Title: Salute to the Poet RaiDh Waldo Emerson 

Vol. 197. Year 1974·785. His t~le: The Poet Laureate of Vermont This was the second 

paper of a budget. 

Book: fflgbways Throughout Judaism. London: 1936, The Soncino Press. In his Preface to 
this book, Victor says: "In these adventures along the great Highways of Judaism", the attempt Is 
made to explore the distinctive features of the outstanding geniuses who have contributed to the 

cultural heritage of the Jewish people." 

VIctor Reichert In Last Days: He did well until an accident, falling off a chair. Severe pain 
and later would would appear to have had a major bowel problem, a sequela of the fall. He 
evidently and a terrible time with that. Greatly weakened him. Limited him. Confined him. He no 
longer could swim daily. Also he developed macular degeneration which meant that he could read 
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only with .very particular aids t~at would enlarge the print. Toward the end he was at war with his 
body. Still, they w~re able to f1nd the help so that Louise was able to keep him at home. They had 
no help exceptdunng the one day a week that their longtime cleaning woman would be there. 

Telcon with David Relchen, December16, 1990: 

DR tells a priceless annecdote. Perhaps a month before Victor succumbed he asked David if he 
would get a birthday present for Victor to give to Louise on the 16th of Septerooer. Of course, 
was the answer. What he wanted was a silver medallion roughly the size of a silver dolla~ it was to 
be inscribed with: · 

"The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament showeth 
his handiwork." 

Just before the birthday he asked if they were successful in fuHIIIIng his request. They did and he 
gave it to Louise who now wears the medallion all the time. 

VIctor's Affirmation of Life and of God: This carne into play, In the waning weeks of 
Victor's Hfe. Life that year was not been easy for him. He was at war with his own body. Hearing 
was good. Eyesight falling. Hardly mobile. Pain. Difficuhy breathing. He spoke of death. That he 
would welcome death. Then suddenly he changed ... I've never lived life that way," he said. 
Essentially he had just overruled himseH. He had always affirmed life and he was not about to 
stop at this point. A poignant moment for those close to him. 

David noted that Victor had touched a lot of people in a lot of ways. After his death loads of mail 
from people the family did not even know came in, often recalling how he had touched their lives. 
They were people all across the spectrum. 

Victor was the real scholar: Loved the Bible but other literature as well. He often called for his 
volume of Thurber stories. He adored the man's wit. 

Re: Frost: Victor's feelings about Frost varied, according to son David A lot of hero 
worship there. Of being associated with an immortal. He enjoyed this brush with 
immortality." Saw Frost as one of the great American literary giants. The two of them had 
intellectual exchange. About life, religion, theology. They had a lot of fun with that. David 
was there when Frost read to Victor and Louise his Mask af-he thought-Mercy. Louise 
thought -Reason. [On re-exploration with.Wuise, she had no question whatever that it 
was the Mask Q[Reason./ 

Victor and Frost both loved and enjoyed intellectual stimulation. He stayed at their home 
when he got an honorary degree from UC and HUC.Quite correct. However, he stayed 
with the Reicher(s an earlier time which was when he offered to do Victor's sermon. One of 
the family interviewed had fused the sermon ~~ent with .the visi~ where the degrees were 
bestowed. For his speech be read out of Davtd s collectton of hts poems. 

Larry Thomson was the biographer who made derogatory statements. This troubl~ Victor 
a great deal. David had been around Fro~t sinc.e pre-teens. He .never saw. any of thts 
ugliness. He was a gentle man, a sparkhng wtt. On top of thmgs. Boxmg, baseball. He 
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knew what was going on around him.[Nonethelss, Victor did a paper for the Club, short, 
probably a budget, on.Lar'J Thomson's Vol. 1. It was Vol. 3 that was so painful to Victor 
and was thought ofwzth dzsmay by others who new Frost so well.) 

David r_ecalls Frost coming to Miami U .. Then going. back to someone's house and holding 
court wtth students for hours. A lot of gtve and take m those several hours of discussion 
[This was the third visit Frost made to Cin that Louise referred to. She was quite sure · 
that this was the one visit where he did not stay at their home.) 

Once again we get the coffee remembrance but David insists it was not tied to a time when 
Victor had to do dinner. 

Clarification of the explosion in WW II. Contrary to the impact of the story told me by 
Louise, Victor, according to David, had not been working with TNT but had been a guard 
or some such. The lab he was working in was blown up a few minutes after Victor left to 
talk to a supervisor. 

. [/had misunderstood Louisee on this issue. That Victor had actually been working with 
explosives though I found it hard to believe that a regular soldier withioujt highly 
specialized training would be doing that.) 

As to pleasures: Sports were important. He played tennis until late in life. Swam until 90. 
Loved walking. Loved bas~eball. About all he used TV for. Rarely went to the theatre 
though they loved music and for years had season tickets for the symphony. Never played 
cards. 

Health generally good. Decades ago a herniated disk. Repaired and no problem since. 
Had been a pipe, cigar and cigarette smoker which he claims he did not inhale. Nonetheless 
20 to 25 years ago he came up with presumably cancerous nodes on the vocal cords. 
These were removed. Some radiation, probably. No recurrence. He had never used 
tobacco since. 

David saw Uncle Irving as bright. Not a happy person. More of a business type. Did not 
know him well since he lived his life in San Francisco. 

Re: The Literary Club: Victor did love the Club. His attendance was as regular as weather 
and his occasional travels permitted. ~e took great ~lea~ure i~ being made ~ honorary 
member recently. David, too, recalls hts father great JOY m bemg elec~d Prestdent. It was 
certainly among his great honors including several doctorates. (Dave ts to get me an 
accurate accounting of those.) 

RJK Personal Recollection: In late January, 1999, R!K was received by Victor and 
Louise at their home on Red Bud. I had gone to read hts Ltterary Club paper to Victor. VR 
was delighted to see me. We chatted a bit. . Vict~r was in. a recliner. Totally alert. Focused 
on the issues of the moment. Seemed not m pam. Hearmg was frrst rate. Gave no 
evidence of his macular degeneration. 

Transcription of Reichert family lntervlews12.9-12.17.1990 10 



. ' 
' ! 

'' 
. ,. ,, 
... I 
I) ,, I 
!]' 

The reading began. Victor do~ off in the second page. David and Louise had both said 
that that would happen. Essentially I was reading it to Louise. Victor awoke about the 
second from .the las~ paragraph. Ltst~ned intently and insisted that when the paper is read, 
th~t the last lme be mflec~ totally differently from what had been used. Later, Jonathan 
satd he was regularly refusmg to see people. Visitors came from Ripton and he did not 
want. to see them. Jonathan wan.ted to get a reader from HUC to read in Hebrew or in 
English. VR pro~~ted that he didn't want anyone visiting. RJK considers it an honor that 
he accepted my vtstt 

A male healthcare person they had hired, a man about 45, a born again Christian named 
Gregory, a person who had studied the bible extensively was excellent at his job. 
However, Gregory and Victor would get into heated discussions about biblical 
interpretation. Lo~ise would ~isten to !hese, realizing that they were energizing for 
Victor-up to a pomt. It was mfonnattve to learn that the great biblical scholar was at home 
in intense, open debate with his healthcare worker. 

Ripton Vermont: Louise spoke of Jason Billings, the patriarch of Ripton. [See 
above]. During the war they stayed at Billings' house. He asked Victor to preach at the 
Methodist church. It turned out that Victor was to bury Mrs. Billings. He had never met a 
Jew before. Victor later became "Rabbi-in-Residence". This at a Methodist Chuch was 
probably unheard of and a ftrst. Rev. George C. Klohck was the minister at this time. 
Victor much later became "Rabbi Emeritus" as the Methodist Church. He often preached the 
Sunday service. Would always take over when no minister was available for the service. 

The Reicherts, on returning to Ripton and knowing this would be a regular event for some 
time--he was at the Breadloaf campus for 4 or 5 years, they rented the "schoolhouse" from 
two school teachers who had lived in it essentially without change since it served the school 
function--including the student double seat desks of the time. This was 1944. They had 
lived as boarders with the Billings for two weeks, then rented the schoolhouse. Victor 
evidently had a month off that year. 

After 3 years, they bought the schoolhouse. Made modest changes but kept its character 
virtually fully intact. The cloakroom made a small kitchen for Louise, complete with 
ancient sink, drainboard--no dishwasher but an aging stove. Jonathan, 20 years later 
designed a large room with a beautiful ftreplace. This was Victor's study. As the cool of 
Septemebr came and the cold of October, occasionally-snow, they w~~ld conft~e 
themselves to that room, since the schoolhouse was not heatable to hvmg requtrements. 
The Reichert's would remain there each year, after VR retired, until late October, always 
returning in time for the annual Literary Club dinner. 

David had been born in 1929 and Jonathan in 1931. This meant that the boys were teenage 
youngsters often spending some part of the summer at Ripton. Visiting it in their college 
years and l~ter. Jonathan brought some property on the ~outh ~ranch of !he Mid~ebury 
River a short walk from the Reichert's schoolhouse. Thts he literally butlt from hts own 
desig~s. A beautiful setting with rapids in the running river close to the house. 

A side issue that for me reflects much on Victor, Louise, t~ir rela~ionship with one 
another and the community at large. Victor had arranged wtth the Ltterary Club to hold the 
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annual spring ouPilg in Frost te~tory. A plane charter was considered. Many of us signed 
up to go. Then a severe c~ange m fuel prices and consequently airfares occurred. This 
would ~a~e precluded vanous ?f the Club members from going to Middlebury. However, 
Victor mvtted any of us who wtshed to visit them at the schoolhouse and do Frost 
Country. Myself and 11. year old daughter Jenny made the trip, staying at a nearby motel 
recommended by the Retcherts. 

We called to s~y we were leaving the motel for Ripton. Victor was out in the road--had 
been fo~ 15 mmutes--there to flag us down so that we would not miss the schoolhouse. 
The Retcherts turne~ out to. be. superb grandparents. After lunch they took us on a hike 
through the Frost ~· Penodically, mounted logs, perhaps two feet wide, sawed in half, 
would have carved mto them a Frost poem. Victor would have Jenny track him as he 
would recite the poem, letter perfect. 

When. we returned ~at evening for supper, we met Jonathan and his retarded daughter, 
Naollll. VR and Loutse plus a younger male friend who came a long distance to join them 
at diMer, all shared a steak-supper-grilled with delight by the non-cook, Victor. Jenny 
and I helped get the dinner on over protests from Louise. When dinner was over, my 
daughter, had had an instant rapport with Naomi. Jenny's brother, younger by four years, 
is Down's syndrome and from the beginning had been the center of family life. Louise 
insised that Jenny leave things as they were. "The leprechauns would take care of it," said 
Louise. 

As the talk grew brisk in the sitting area of the schoolhouse, Jenny became restive. She 
quitely returned to the table and began to clear it. Louis laughed and said to me "See. I 
told you the leprechauns would take care of it." 

The weekend had another dimension: The bridge on the road up toward Breadloaf (close 
to the Reichert Schoolhouse} the Middlebury River pools for a distance with rapids above 
and below the pool. The local people swim there in summer. On the day before our arrival, 
a whirlpool had appeared out of nowhere. A young assistant professor sitting on the rock 
embankment dove in to save the youngster. He was able to throw the boy out of the 
whirlpool but it dragged him under and he was lost. This young man was known well to 
the Ripton and Middlebury community. The tragedy hung over the weekend. It came up 
constantly. It certainly did at the church service which the four of us attended in the . 
Methodist Church. And the greetings the Reichert's exchanged before and after the servtce. 

We had passed the Silver Tower Camp on the way through Ripton to the Re~c~ert 
Schoolhouse. This is a once-nature preserve that the government took for l!at~mg. Pue~o 
Rican boys for certain kinds of jobs. It was a summer camp--not. fit f~r habttatton m wmter. 
Also, Ripton closes down. Recreation was almost non-extstent m wmter. T?tally · . 
unsatistfactory. The Job Corps decided to close it. Later the retarded came m from Sll~er 
Tower. It was this group that attended services the Sunday that Jenny and I attende~ wtth 
the Reicherts. The minister went down the aisle, greeted each. Then ~hen the ~ervtce was 
over he asked them what they thought of it and would they come agam. ~ey dtd and they 
would. Louise, that weekend, had had the social duty for the day, organtzmg coffee and 
buns etc. 
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Later that day we went to the Middlebury College library and walked the campus. Many 
times people stopped the Reichert's and shared their grief over the loss. Both were warm, 
empathic. Victor as always was totally accessible. 
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A Tribute to Rabbi Emeritus Victor E 
Reichert, Delivered April 20 1980 • 

Rockdale, Temple by Booth Shepard: a Friend 

Mr. ~himsky, Members of the Family 
of Rabbi Reichert, Guests and 
Friends, Well-Wishers All of 
Victor Reichert: · 

Mrs. Shepard and I deeply appreciate your warm 

invitation to be present in this beautiful place to celebrate 

the birthday of our good friend, Rabbi Reichert. He has a 

legion of friends who might more fittingly respond to such 

an invitation; but I assure you, there can be but a few of 

them who are more deeply in his debt than I. 

He has inspired me to study and search for under-
' " standing. I am indebted to Victor as the student is to the 

scholar. 

Some years ago, more than.! like to think, I 

clearly recall my dear mother preparing to leave home and 

hearthside on ~inter evenings with texts and tablets in hand, 

for attending the course in Bible studies of Rabbi Reichert. 

His was only a name to me then, but she regarded him highly as 

a teacher, one to whom a community turned for instruction. 

Later, when I had crossed the threshold to a 

family and responsibility, I too ~~ga~ biblical studies~ 

The Book of Job challenged me in many ways. As you might 

expect, I had much difficulty with that great literary work. 

It absorbed my interest, raised in my mind many broad questions, 

and left me in wonder. For his gift of his published commentary • 

on Job, sharing his student days under Dr. Moses Buttonweiser, a 
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Job scholar, and for his years of patient c·ounsel, I am indebted 

to Victor. 

Then, at a highpoint in my life, one ~f joy in the 

then approaching marriage of our daughter, Sarah, Victor again 

contributed generously and f~shioned another bond between us. 

He p~rticipated in conducting the marriage ceremony. 

Thus, he has touched and enriched the lives of 

three generations in my family. To adopt the 'dramatic device 

of the unknown author of Job, should God in His wisdom ask 

me " and what of my servant, Victor?", I would answer in fear. 

I would say that the life of my friend, Victor Reichert, is 

iike a window through which the sunlight pours to open up 

vistas of beauty and graceful pJ;oportion. Humbly, I would acknow-

1.edge this blessing and be thankful. 

Victor, my friend, the friend of many, our rabbi, 

who crosses over divisions to the minds and hearts of a host of 

faithful people, I am pleased to bring you a warm birthday 

greeting and the love of friends which we know is more precious 

than rubies. 

·,, 
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Wrtutty luUtb Ql~urt~ nf Ql~rtnt 
505 MULBERRY STREET 

(812) 838·3805 
• MT. VERNON, INDIANA 

Zlp47620 

JOHN SPECHT, PASTOR • AUGUST E. BINDER, PASTOR EMERITUS 

Professor Eugene Mihaly 
Executive Dean and Vice President 
Hebrew Union College 
Cincinnati, OH 45220 

Dear Dr. Mihaly, 

530 WALNUT STREET (812) 838·3680 

November 19, 1990 

Recently my parents sent me an obituary article from the Cincinnati 
Post announcing the death of Rabbi Victor Reichert. Nineteen years ago, I 
had the privilege of studying under Rabbi Reichert at the University of 
Cincinnati, in two courses: "Introduction To The Old Testament As 
Literature" and "Poetrv In The Old Testament." Rabbi Reichert, through his 
intelligence, wisdom, warmth, and faith, brought the Hebrew Scri~tures 
alive for me. By the time I was able to take my second course with him, 
his throat was so bad (I believe he may have suffered with throat cancer?) 
that he would whisper many of his lectures into the ears of one of his 
students from Hebrew Union College, who would in turn speak the Rabbi's 
words to us. Even this "second-hand" method of lecturing did not diminish 
the power of his words, or the unfolding of the Hebrew Scriptures for all 
to behold and appreciate. 

To this day, I refer to Rabbi Reichert's cmrunentary on the Book of 
Job. It was also he who introduced me to the writings of Rabbi Samuel 
Sandmi 11 (W.~ l~W~. ~l!d ~ef!"'S,). I 1 ike to believe he sensed in my naivete an 
openness, and in my ignorance of Judaism an opportunity to share the beauty 
and truth of his faith, that it may enlighten and broaden my own Christian 
faith. Unlike several fundamentalist Christians with whom I sat during my 
first exposure to Rabbi Reichert's class, who spent their energies and 
attention on trying to "proof-text" and "nit-pick" a qreat mind and a 
generous, warm spirit into their narrow box labeled "Jewish ignorance and 
mistakes," I discovered in Rabbi Reichert a kindred spirit and quidinq 
light on a life iourney precisely at a place and time, when, as a student 
of existentialist philosophy, I miqht otherwise have stumbled. Not onlY 
did the good rabbi enlighten -- he also strengthened me, enabling me to 
sense the maiestic vet often humble and hidden presence of God in the midst 
of the "earthquakes, winds, and fires" we all must face. 

I 
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I went on from Rabbi Reichert's instruction at the Unviersity to 
attend Lancaster Theological Seminary in Pennsylvania and Eden Theological 
Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri, and entered ordained ministry in the 
United Church of Christ some fourteen years ago. I regret that this letter 
was not written directly to Rabbi Reichert while he was alive; sometimes we 
not only forget to say thanks to those who have helped us, but we forget 
all the names of all the people who have lifted us up and revealed a little 
more dearly the love of the Almighty. 

I just wanted to celebrate with you the life of a great man among us. 
I know that you have known, without my writing, both Victor Reichert's 
greatness and that he touched the lives of many young people in profound 
ways. Yet sometimes one is moved to celebrate, even as one unknown, with 
those who nurtured and loved a man who nurtured one, who also came to 
respect and love him. 

2 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING JANUARY 14, 1991 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 53 membP.rs 
plus 2 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Rebels" was 
written and read by Charles S. Robertson, Jr. 

"Rebels" refers to the name of three fishing boats owned by 
the Robertson family which form an important part of 
Charlie's life. The first Rebel, a 32 foot sea skiff 
purchased by Chuck's father in 1939, was replaced by a second 
boat in 1956. Just last year, Chuck purchased the third 
Rebel. 

The paper reviews some of the memorable episodes involving 
the boats, including being lost in a fog in Boston harbor and 
the time the pulpit snapped throwing Chuck's sister and her 
friend into the sea. 

Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 

Minutes of Meeting 
January 21, 1991 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 51 members 
plus 7 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Gideon's 
Trumpets" was written and read by Gunter Grupp. 

Eleven months after the Berlin Wall fell on November 9, 
1989, the two Germanys united. While East Germans may be free 
of Communism, they may not be free of Communist mentality. For 
50 years East Germans have been degraded by Communist ideology; 
they have been injected with fear and submission resulting in a 
loss of self-esteem and trust in fellow men. Coupled with the 
loss of self-esteem is the reticence to deal with the 
collective guilt regarding the Holocaust which was never 
acknowledged by East Germany. 

Reminding us of the intimidation and restriction of thought 
which pervaded the United States during the McCarthy Era, 
Gunter acknowledges that there is merit to the uneasiness which 
many Europeans feel as to the future of a quickly united 
Germany. 

DR:2 

David Reichert 
Secretary 
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. THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING JANUARY 28, 1991 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 40 members 
plus 5 guests in attendance. The budget was read by Luther 
Tucker. 

. The first paper entitled "The Assassination" was written by 
R1char~ s .. Tuttle,,sr. John Wilkes Booth decided on the 
assass1nat1on of.Llncoln after three unsuccessful abduction 
attempts. In ~p~te of the fact that Lincoln had in his desk an 
envelope conta~n1ng 80 letters threatening his life, Booth was 
able to make h1s way unchallenged into the passageway leading 
to th7 president~al box at the Ford Theater. The entrance 
guard1ng the cub1cle was not guarded making it easy for Booth 
to.carry o~t his plo~. He was, of course, tracked down by 
Un1on sold1ers and k1lled when the barn in which he was hiding 
on Richard Garrett's Virginia farm was burned to the ground. 

The second paper entitled "The Real Criminals, Lest We 
Forget" was written by Luther. The commencement of the Gulf 
War reminds Luther that major world affairs become the earliest 
and perhaps the most dominant preschooler memory of public 
events. In Luther's case it was the Sacco and Vanzetti trial 
which occurred in 1921 following a robbery and murder the 
previous year. In the years that followed, many liberals 
contended that Sacco and Vanzetti had been wrongly convicted 
and executed. Indeed, in August of 1977, Governor Michael 
Dukakis proclaimed the anniversary of their execution to be 
Sacco and Vanzetti Memorial Day. And yet, the leading writer 
on the subject, Francis Russell, only recently received 
conclusive evidence that Sacco and Vanzetti had indeed been 
guilty. He published a new work reversing an earlier book 
documenting his conclusions. Sometimes even witch-hunters can 
be right. 

The third paper, written by Louis M. Prince, is the story 
of a 25 year old army enlistee who found himself transferred to 
the American Embassy in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia in the summer of 
1990. He became infatuated with the beautiful Melita who 
enticed him into a weekend of R. & R. at Kuwait City. Melita 
disappeared and our young hero found himself locked in a room 
with an Iraqi who, after threatening to remove h~s ey7balls 
with a small spoon convinced him to reveal conf1dent1al data. 
He was subsequentl~ court marshalled, found guilty of desertion 
and disclosure of top secret information and dishonorably 
discharged. Faced with the threat of torture, h7 lost what he 
loved most to cowardice, and marvelled at the sa1nts and 
sinners who don't give in. 

ed, 

( 

~ 
David Reichert, Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
Minutes of Meeting 

February 4, 1991 

President, Richard Vilter presided. There were 55 members 
plus 4 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Adams 
Eviction" was written and read by John H. Wulsin. 

Christianity teaches us that sin can be forestalled and 
defeated by following two great commandments: love God with 
all one • s might and love ones neighbor as ones self. But is 
this true? Wars, murders, desolation, torture, all have been 
done with inspired ecstasy in the name of the Lord. Loving God 
and neighbors does exalt ethical behavior, but unhappily cannot 
and will not insure against acts that are societally and 
personally evil. 

Humans are scrutinized under three standards of good and 
evil: the divine commandments set forth in the bible, the la\'7S 
and customs of our fellow man and finally the rules that govern 
the needs of our body, soul and mind. The latter sometimes run 
counter to the demands of God and society. Thus, within the 
ethical realm of self, the two commandments which should govern 
our lives are to honor thine essence, thy body, soul and mind 
with wisdom and heart, and second, revere the world around it 
and live in unison with it. 

At the business meeting following the reading of the paper, 
the minutes of the preceding month, following corrections, were 
approved and William A. Pogue was elected to membership. 

DR/2 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
Minutes of Meeting 

February 11, 1991 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 64 members 
plus 7 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Birth of an 
Avocation" was written and read by James R. Bridgeland, Jr. 

Two years ago after Jim read a paper to The Literary Club 
about Jane Austin he was requested to address an Indian Hill 
High School class on Pride and Prejudice. Jim wrestled with 
the context of what to say to the students. After reviewing 
scholarly and critical essays on the novel, he realized it was 
not possible for a critic to convey its real character and 
decided it was own experience of the work he should bring to 
the students. He did not attempt to analyze the book as an 
academic or critic might, but simply shared with them what 
insights Jane Austin had shown him about himself and others. 

Jim's experience in helping the students realize that books 
could help them understand their own lives was so successful he 
was invited back to discuss other books with the class. 

~spe~~ u~mitted, 
yw \ 

David Reichert 

DR:2 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
February 18, 1991 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 48 members 
plus 1 guest in attendance. 

The secretary read a letter from Booth Shepard presenting 
to the club a hitherto previously unknown volume of the club's 
constitution and membership roster published in 1879 on the 
occasion of its 30th anniversary. 

The paper entitled "City Building" was written and read by 
Hayden B. May. Last summer, Hayden returned from a five month 
trip studying European approaches to design and building of 
older urban environments. In Frankfurt, Germany, he found 
controlled growth through regional development and two very 
successful projects, one in the historic city center and the 
second a pedestrian street where a number of architects were 
commissioned to produce individual designs for separate 
buildings. 

Hayden reports from Paris on the success of I .M. Pei' s 
glass pyramid entrance to the Louvre. In Berlin, he witnessed 
the extensive coordinated housing and development effort at the 
Internationale Bauausstllung. 

As a result of his trip, Hayden pleads for a re-examination 
of Cincinnati's urban design concept, particularly Fountain 
Square West, where good planning and thoughtful and challenging 
architectural design should take priority over bigness and 
quickness. 

DR:9 
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David Reichert 
Secretary 
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SHEPARD, CLIP.OON & RUST 

ATTORNEYS AT I..AW 

3700 CAREW TOWER 

CINCINNATI, 01110 4M01 

February 8, 1991 

'rhe Board of Management 
The Literary Club of Cincinnati 
500 East Fourth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

Gentlemen: 

TII:I.I:PIIONII: (1113) Ml ·3:11111 

The most recent publication of the celebratory volumes in 
which are recorded the history, Constitution and roster of The 
Literary Club of Cincinnati appeared in reference to the Club's 
One Hundred Twenty-Fifth Anniversary, 1849-1974. That volume, as 
well as its predecessor, the Centennial Book, 1849-1949, included 
the following recital: 

"The first such volume appeared in 1890 (of which) but 
few copies now remain. The second, prepared at the 
time of the Club's fiftieth anniversary in 1899, was 
published in 1903. The third, which appeared on the 
occasion of the Club's Diamond Jubilee in 1924, is 
still generally accessible. Copies may be found in the 
Club library and in various other libraries of 
Cincinnati; where like the present volume, they· are 
available to students of local history." 

Prompted by my having recently discovered yet an earlier 
printing, under date of May 5, 1879, bearing imprimatur of the 
publication committee consisting of Thornton M. Hinkle, Smithson 
E. Wright and Charles B. Wilby, I call the attention of members 
to the foregoing erroneous recitations and invite their 
recognition of the new order of appearance. The thirtieth year 
after the Club's founding, following. the adjournment brought on 
by the Civil War, accordingly, may now be regarded as the 
inception of the published series of the history, Constitution, 
as amended from time to time, and roster of the Club. :I . ; ~ 
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The Board of Management 
The Literary Club of Cincinnati 
February 8, 1991 
Page Two 

In memory of my father, Lee Shepard (1948-1966), and to 
honor each deceased member, listed in the Club's illustrious 
roster, I am pleased to place this new first volume, so long 
overlooked, in our library for enjoyment by its patrons and the 
edification of successor librarians. 

With warm greetings, I am, 

Your ob't. servant, 

Booth Shepard 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

February 25, 1991 

President Richard Vi 1 ter presided. There were 54 members 
plus 3 guests in attendance. 

Charles M. Judd presented the budget consisting of three 
puzzling questions he attempts to answer: What is the source 
of the force called gravity; Why Jews; and Why do all 
civilizations have poor? 

Why do objects attract each other? Einstein theorized that 
gravity is an attraction between energy. A newer theory 
involves energy strings and superstrings. Since gravity holds 
the universe together, perhaps if we can understand gravity, we 
will understand the universe. 

Charles thinks of Jews as a people with a mission to the 
world. He is intrigued by the inner resource of those that 
choose to be true to and perpetuators of the commandments. 
Because of the commandments, Jews have always been convinced 
that man is made in God's image, that every life is sacred and 
that man is made for freedom. The future of Jews lies not in 
the State of Israel, but in Jews living in Diaspora seeking 
righteousness and working for the freedom for all men. 

On the third question, Charles hopes that someday, 
somewhere there will be society without some of its population 
having to be poor. Unfortunately, he has never found such a 
society in his reading of history. What is perplexing is that 
despite eight years of extensive economic growth and low 
unemployment figures, poverty has inc ed in America. 

DR:9 
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\! THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

March 4, 1991 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 63 members 
and 7 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "May" was 
written and read by Ernest G. Muntz. 

Over half a decade of student unrest on America's college 
and university campuses erupted in May of 1970. The widespread 
student protests were the result of four factors: the size and 
nature of the American university, the idealism generated by 
the civil rights movement in the south, the symbiotic 
relationship of the university and the federal government, and 
the Vietnam War, which had occupied most of the 60's. 

The paper is a graphic account by the then newly appointed 
Dean of the recently opened Raymond Walters Branch of the 
University of Cincinnati, of the day-by-day events starting in 
1969 and culminating in the closing of the university in May of 
1970. Ernie closes by asking whether we have learned from the 
experience of 21 years ago. He is disturbed that universities 
are larger than ever and at least as impersonal, that there 
still remain charges of institutional racism and that the 
military-industrial complex continues its hold on the research 
laboratories at many universities. Will there be another May? 
One hopes not. 

Following the reading of the paper, the minutes for 
February were read and approved. 

William Friedlander and Keith Stewart were elected to 
membership. 

President Vilter stated that proposed amendments to the 
Constitution regarding membership admission would be considered. 

A motion was duly made, seconded and adopted to vote on the 
proposal by open vote rather than by secret ballot. · 

A motion was made and seconded to adopt the Board of 
Management's proposal to amend Article IV Section 2 of the 
Constitution. 

A motion was then made and seconded to amend the main 
motion'by substituting instead an amendme~t to Sections 2 and 3 
of the constitution proposed by Messrs. W1nkler, Petrie and 

Hilton. 
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Following discussion, John Diehl moved to amend the 
Winkler-Petrie-Hilton proposal by providing that notice of the 
intent to propose a member shall be mailed to the membership at 
least two weeks prior to releasing a proposal for membership to 
the sponsor. The makers of the Winkler-Petrie-Hilton amendment 
agreed to accept the Diehl amendment. 

Following further discussion, the amendment was adopted. 

Upon further vote, the motion, as amended, was adopted. A 
copy of Sections 2 and 3 as adopted is attached. 

A motion was then made, seconded and approved to amend 
section 4 of Article IV to require the negative votes of at 
least 20\ of the members present and voting to prevent the 
election of a candidate. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 

DR:9 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Reichert 
Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

March 11, 1991 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 48 members 
and 1 guest in attendance. 

Prior to the reading of the paper, newly elected members 
William Friedlander and Keith Stewart signed the Constitutio~. 

The paper entitled "The Fix" was written by Roger w. Clark 
and read by Charles Judd. 

Did the 1919 Chicago White Sox throw the World Series to 
the Cincinnati Reds as legend contends? Roger analyses the 
Series and discusses the eight players who confessed to 
accepting bribes. He concludes that the Reds were comparable 
in ability to the White Sox and that the extent to which the 
Series was thrown has been exaggerated. 

The Cook County Grand Jury indicted the players for 
conspiracy to defraud. When the players repudiated their 
confessions, there was an absence of real evidence of a 
conspiracy, resulting in an acquittal. Judge Kenesaw Mountain 
Landis, who was appointed Commissioner of Baseball following 
the Series, disregarded the verdict and banned the indicted 
players from organized baseball for life. 

Will we discover that Oakland threw the 1990 World Series 
to the Reds? Not a chance, according to Roger. With the 
enormous salaries being paid to ball players today, there is no 
way they could be tempted to lose. 

DR:9 

73~Z:itted, S: 
David Reichert 
Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

March 18, 1991 

President Richard Vi 1 ter presided. There were 54 members 
plus 7 guests in attendance. 

The paper entitled "The Immortality of Influence" was 
written and read by Robert w. Hilton, Jr. 

Frances Sandmel once told Bob that we are all the products 
of our associations. Bob's paper is about himself, his family 
and his friends and how they shaped his values, primarily 
during his formative years. 

He has little recollection of his father, who died when he 
was six years old and did not realize until long after he 
became a member of The Literary Club in 1966 that his father 
had also been a member of the Club. 

Bob is indebted to Alfred Lichtenstein, his father's 
business friend, who established a college education trust for 
Bob, his sister and his brother, which enabled him to attend 
Washington & Lee and Harvard Law School. 

Others who influenced his life were Helen Lotspeich, who 
taught him to love learning, and the families with whom he 
lived during the summer months of 1935, 1936 and 1938, when he 
traveled abroad under the auspices of the Experiment in 
International Living. One of the leaders of the group, Francis 
H. Russell, a sole practitioner in Boston, befriended Bob while 
at Harvard Law School. 

Bob relates his army career spent at Keesler Field in 
Mississippi, and at a 40,000 man replacement depot located 40 
miles north of Calcutta, India. 

In recognition of this, his 25th year as a member of The 
Literary Club, he is typing his 28 p~pers . into his word 
processor in order to have them bound for h1s ch1ldren. 

Finally, he appends a list of 30 or so favorite Literary 
Club papers written by other members. 

DR:9 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

March 25, 1991 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 41 members 
plus 2 guests in attendance. The budget was read by Charles 
Carothers. 

The first paper entitled "Are the Prometheuses of the 
~entieth Century Titans or Frauds?" was written by Hans 
Z11nmer. On March 23, 1989, Martin Fleischmann and B. Stanley 
Pons, chemists at the. University of Utah in Salt Lake City, 
announced they had ach1eved for the first time a sustained room 
temperature nuclear-fusion. What followed was a flood of pro 
and contra-experiments and opinions as hordes of scientists 
dropped everything in an attempt to duplicate the project. 

On October 25, 1990, a blue ribbon committee was composed 
to review the Utah's Cold Fusion Research and its future 
funding. However, Pons and Fleischmann were gone; Fleischmann 
on a sabbatical leave to England and Pons, with his house in 
Salt Lake City for sale, requesting a sabbatical of his own. 

Was the experiment a fraud? Hans cites the following 
facts: Pons and Fleischmann generated more energy with their 
cell than they put into it. Whether it is nuclear in origin is 
not yet known, but it is something that cannot be explained by 
conventional physics or chemistry. Hans feels that the two 
observed something real, but published the results prematurely 
and eventually broke down under the onslaught of ridicule and 
criticism. The Electric Power Institute is funding a second 
"Cold Fusion Conference" to be held in 1991. What will be the 
result? Only time will tell. 

The second paper entitled "The Censorious Mind and Other 
Human Curiosities" was written by Robert H. Allen. What 
motives prosecutors in cases such as Maplethorpe? Surely, had 
the prosecutor applied reason, he would have realized the 
futility of sustaining the three requisites for conviction: 
failure to arouse a prurient interest, lack of redeeming social 
value and violation of community standards. Bob's theory is 
that active anti-pornographers are not motivated by logic. 
They do not seek logical or evident~al so~utions, but rat~er 
respond with feelings where th~y reJeCt ~nthout ev~n se~1ng 
what they are doing the very 1dea of rat1onal cons1derat1on. 
such reactions fall into the class of. areas where large num~ers 
of people cling tenaciously to emot1onal responses. and reJe?t 
efforts to override them with reason or data .. Part1cularl~ 1s 
this true where the mystery of sexual a~tract1on a~d f~el1~gs 
of privacy and sacredness of pair bond1ng cause 1nst1nct1ve 
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reactions. He draws a parallel to the various rationalistic 
efforts to understand or explain the or1g1ns of primitive 
religion based on intellectual premises. In some areas of 
human behavior, many of us are guided by mental processes that 
are neither rational nor simply learned errors, but are in 
essence inherent, a part of the fundament a 1 human character 
passed along by our genes from generation to generation. 

The third paper entitled "Shelby-The Old Mill" was written 
by the reader. Although Charles moved to Cincinnati in 1929 at 
age 5, he still retains fond memories of his summers in Medina, 
New York, where his grandfather owned and operated a flour mill 
in nearby Shelby. It was the last water driven mi 11 in New 
York, having been in operation for more than 100 years. 
Charles loved everything about the old mill from the two-hole 
privy situated above the water wheel, to sliding down dunes of 
grain and playing hide-and-seek in the storage room. When his 
grandfather died, the old mill died with him and so did 
Charles' trips to Medina. 

DR:9 

David Reichert 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

April 1, 1991 

President Richard Vilter presided There were 47 members 
plus 5 guests in attendance. · 

A memo~ial ~o Frank H. Mayfield was presented by John M. 
Tew, Jr. 1n wh1ch Charles D. Aring and William R. Burleigh 
joined. A copy is attached to the Minutes. 

The paper entitled "Good Design?" was written and read by 
James M. Alexander, Jr. 

What factors affect the design and appearance of man's 
homes, his artifacts and his environment? American design 
appears to be a running battle between the vernacular on the 
one hand and culture on the other. While Americans of the 18th 
and 19th centuries were clearly influenced by Europe, 
nevertheless examples of the vernacular in American design were 
the locomotive, the shallow-draft river boats and the graceful 
clipper ships. 

Taste is dictated by matters other than function and 
pleasing appearance. Thus, the Vanderbi 1 t Bi 1 tmore Estate in 
Asheville, North Carolina set the standard for industrial 
tycoons, while the appearance of Clark Gable without an 
undershirt in a movie caused a calamity in the undershirt 
industry. 

The writer concludes that it is just as difficult to define 
good design as it is good taste, and like Potter Stewart, who 
couldn't define pornography, asserts that he knows it when he 
sees it. 

Following the reading of the paper, the Minutes of the 
March meeting were read and approved. 

Robert G. Loudon was elected to membership. 

President Vilter announced that the John Diehl amendment to 
the Hilton-Petrie-Winkler amendment to The Literary Club 
Constitution pertaining to mem~ership admission was not .made.in 
conformity ·with the Consti tut1on and was, therefore, 1nval1d. 
He reviewed the procedure for proposing new members and stated 
that a copy of the approved amendment would be mailed to all 

members. 
President Vilter stated that past Board of Management 

meetings have dealt primarily with preservation of the 
clubhouse and an evaluation of the estimate of costs of various 
projects in terms of priorities, He announced that Giovanni 
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Ranieri will be moving out of the clubhouse and his brother 
will be moving in. Giovanni will remain as steward with his 
brother acting as assistant steward. 

Finally, the spring outing will be held at the Asbury Farm 
in Kentucky. 

DR:9 
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Not all of us can be great people, but we have the chance to 
appreciate one. Charles Aring and Bill Burleigh joined me in 
prepar~ng this tribute for our friend and club member who we all 
apprec1ated. 

Frank was fond of quoting Kipling - "If you can talk with 
crowds and keep your virtue and if you can walk with kings and not 
lose the common touch ••• If all men count with you but none count 
too much •••• Yours is the world and everything in it." 

Frank Mayfield talked with crowds and retained his integrity. 
Many acknowledged that he was the consummate politician but he 
never compromised his virtue. He did walk with kings' without 
losing his common touch. In the course of his brilliant career, 
he moved from a farm in carolina to the heights of medicine and 
society. His close alliance with members of the political and 
business world, and his countless affiliations with the sports, 
legal, religious, educational and journalistic fields enabled him 
to serve a wide variety of causes and councils with distinction and 
exactness. 

Frank was born in Garnett, south carolina in 1908, but spent 
most of his life in his beloved city of Cincinnati. It was in 
Cincinnati that Frank's ability as a physician, his organizational 
talents, and his skills of certitude and friendship led to meteoric 
recognition as a surgeon, administrator, educator and sportsman. 
Some of Frank's most notable achievements include: the concept 
for aneurysm clips and other surgical instruments which save lives 
around the world, today; and collaboration with the Ford Motor 
Company for the development of seat belts. Frank was the leader 
of the neurosurgical consensus which forged several eclectic 
organizations into a single society, which unified all neurosurgery 
into one effective voice for medicine and patient needs. Frank's 
competitive zeal was well known. Despite an awkward swing, his 
short game was awesome. He always found a way to beat you by 
adjusting the wager, sharpening the needle or making fewer putts 
on the last hole. As a teacher, he had few peers. He had the 
ability to offer a humorous human interest story with a 
philosophical message. With the benefit of story, you rarely 
forgo~ the message. 

1 



Frank Mayfield was a consummate politician in the best sense 
of th~ word -- silky smooth as befitted a son of carolina always 
build1ng a consensus, never burning bridges. one of his sons 
called the s~yle Schwar.zkopfian: "you nev~r win with a frontal 
a~saul t ~ut Wl th ~ fl~nk1ng maneuver. 11 And maneuver Frank Mayfield 
d1d dur1ng a l1fet1me of creating higher medical standards 
promoting harmony in town-and-gown relationships and working fo~ 
the betterment of the Queen City he chose as his home. such 
accomplishments by their nature required deft use of political 
skills that became a trademark of Frank's velvet-gloved approach. 

Perhaps the greatest exercise of these skills, spanning three 
decades of unremitting effort, can be found in Frank Mayfield's 
crusade to defuse the town/gown conflicts within Cincinnati's 
medical community and to end the long struggle between the 
University Medical Center and its private competitors. As late as 
the final year of his life he was seeking out a particular hospital 
board member to warn of the minefields still standing in the way 
of vitally-needed cooperation in medical education. As he charted 
this field, he spoke to the urgent need to deliver the best patient 
care, not to see who could build the biggest empire or nurture the 
biggest ego. 

Frank Mayfield was possessed of superb political radar, 
sensitive to the people and issues swirling about him. His method 
was never ever to ignore those who disagreed with him and what he 
was trying to achieve, but to seek them out in order to build a 
working consensus. Today's foe became tomorrow's ally. His 
lifelong friendship with his one-time rival, Joe Evans, came to 
symbolize the Mayfield way. 

Glen Mayfield recalls, as a youngster, making hospital rounds 
with his dad and beinq surprised at how they would end by qoing 
into the kitchen and the laundry and shaking hands with the workers 
while the eminent physician told them what valuable jobs they were 
performing. It was not only a sincere gesture of someone who 
instinctively understood the value of pressing the flesh but it 
inevitably produced a quid pro quo for the doctor when he needed 
help for a project. 

As head of the Academy of Medicine and later the state Medical 
Association Frank put his natural political talents to good use, 
shepherding' this piece of legislation and blocking that one. 
Eventually he became a close political adviser to local, state and 
national officeholders. They sought him ou~ both for help in 
mining votes and for his wise counsel on quest1ons of strategy and 
policy. such was his political stature. 

2 
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A beneficiary of this treasure was his own son and our fellow 
member,, Frank Jr., who in his youth went charging onto the state 
pol i ti~al stage· It takes a younger brother to evaluate the 
result1ng chemistry. "Dad taught Frank how to win the war without 
pulling the trigger," Glen says. 

No account of Frank Mayfield's contribution to his community 
would be complete witho~t underscoring his manifold activities on 
behalf of th~ Un~vers1ty of Ci~cinnati. It was the biggest 
interest outs1de h1s family and h1s medical practice. He somehow 
found room for every assignment and task, no matter how pressing 
his own schedule or how menial the job. He saw the university as 
on~ of the reasons Cin~innati was so special and that made an 
am1cable townjgown relat1onship critical to the community's quality 
of life in his view. 

The university tie spilled over into still another of Frank's 
passions: sports. Whether it was the Bearcats, the Reds, the 
Bengals or the country Club golf course, athletics brought into the 
open his love of competition, of stretching for excellence, of the 
victorious chase. That funny looking putting stroke seldom failed 
when a bet· was at stake. But his only athletic failure came at 
the hands of a curve ball. He was invited to a Giants tryout camp 
as a fledgling second baseman. Three times a sweeping curve put 
him on the seat of his pants as it soared over the heart of the 
plate, convincing him and the Giants that the practice of medicine 
offered him much greater opportunity. 

cincinnati became immeasurably richer for this flawed vision. 
Dr. Frank H. Mayfield chose this city as the place where through 
his sense of stewardship he led a life that now stands as a model 
for those who-come after him to follow. 

Frank's presentations to the Literary Club were from 1953 to 
1988. some of them relate the highlights of his life on the family 
farm in warren, North carolina, an acreage that has been in the 
Mayfield family for well over two centuries. The farm remained a 
retreat for Frank throughout his life. 

close family ties include relationships with the Black 
American. one of these was smart Jenkins who as a young man w~s 
rescued from the chain qanq by Frank's father. smart s 
intelliqence shines forth as he was assiqned increasil\9 
responsbility in the function of this larqe farm. Evidence of the 
healthy bilateral relationship is the professional career of 
smart's son and physician qrandson who not only had an M.D. deqree, 
but was in charqe of the development of soul City on acreaqe 
adjoininq the Mayfield farm. This brand new . larqely black 
community was dedicated to the health care of the indiqent 
throuqhout the county. The Mayfield-Jenkins relationship is a 
tribute to what can be achieved between the races. 

3 I 
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S~veral of Frank's other Literary Club papers are devoted to 
his development through medical school and post graduate training. 
As one o~ the most famous neurosurgeons in the country and beyond 
during h1s highly successful professional career: he was constantly 
on the alert for improvement. This urge toward betterment involved 
n~t only neurosurgery.but all areas o~ medicine. His impatience 
w1th the legal profess1on resulted in h1s working with legal talent 
to improve medical/legal relationships. several of his papers 
before The Club contain his ideas of reform. one concerned the 
perjury perpetrated by a so-called medical expert witness a 
psychiatrist, who testified that his neurosurgical expertise 'was 
garnered by attending neurosurgical operations which turned out to 
be no more than a figment of his imagination. But the court was 
uninterested in that phase of procedure and dismissed it from 
discussion. Inadequacy of medical and legal personnel posing as 
experts sparked Dr. Mayfield into action. He was instrumental in 
working with the legal profession to improve the lot of epileptics 
and in the attempt to derive the truth in testimony. During his 
most active years he devoted himself to the improvement of 
professional matters, just as he did the welfare of patients. 

It seems likely that perhaps the most interesting paper among 
his presentations was that of october 31, 1977, at the annual 
anniversary dinner when he was President. It was entitled "The 
Vice-President's Book and The Case of Ms. R. S." It contains a 
humorous expose of some of the traditions of The Club. Humorous 
is not quite the word since he was as concerned with the health of 
The Club as he was for every other human and humane function. He 
described the origin of the book and its accumulations as the years 
went by, citing it as an excellent guide for the practically 
assured president during his vice-presidential year. For those 
wanting to know our traditions, that of the Budget Box for example, 
might consult this fascinating paper. 

A letter dated early December 1927, from a Ms. R.S. tantamount 
to an application for membership was perhaps the only one of these 
received in the history of the organization. It deserves periodic 
attention which it has not received. The letter is not all that 
important but the secretary to whom it was referred composed such 
a marvelous answer, that it deserves review. Dr. Albert P. 
Matthews then the secretary, was a long-time Professor of Bio
Chemistry at the university of cincinnati Medical School. He wrote 
Ms. R.S. a gentle and humorous document about some of The Club 
tradition. This deserves attention becau~e the next assault is not 
likely to be so readily repulsed. Those 1nterested may turn to the 
1977 volume to find or. Matthews' response. 

4 
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Friends o_f Dr. Mayfield will recognize his presentations 
before !he L1terary Club as an extension of his spirited 
persona~1ty, at on~e thoughtful, courageous and even brave. His 
profess1ona~ assoc1ate~ were cognizant of his teaching proclivity 
to raise h1s profess1onal descendants to the extent of their 
capacity. He was ever the teacher, devoted in the best sense to 
the welfare of ~is successors. To reiterate, he was courageous and 
brave in pursu1ng the common good, particularly of patients and 
students. He called it "Tribal Rights." 

Many honors document his colleagues' opinion that "He was the 
neurosurgeon's surgeon and the conscience of neurosurgery. 11 No 
honor ever pleased him as much as knowing that he had their 
respect. "Respect" for Frank was always "a two-way street." That 
street led into every nook and cranny of our society. Always 
conscious of the feelings of others, he was revered by every 
person, the aide with whom he shared the clean-up duty in the 
operating room, the parking attendant at the Institute with whom 
he had a special bond, his secretary who acknowledged that working 
with Dr. Mayfield was her greatest privilege, the porter at the 
Greater Cincinnati Airport who remembers Dr. Mayfield's kind 
remarks and always sent his regards, the medical student who 
credits Dr. Mayfield's ability as a natural teacher just be being 
himself, the young doctor's wife who needed his assurance that she 
was an integral member of the healing team, the patient with a 
terminal illness, and the grandchildren who experienced his 
unconditional love. 

Frank Mayfield, in my mind, will be remembered for his love 
of his family. He felt blessed by having the privilege of sharing 
his life and dreams with his beloved Queenee, mother of their 
children, and Belle, who has been as an angel from Heaven. Frank 
believed in angels. A family embued with their love, graciousness 
and dreams is Frank's legacy. 

For his friends, be they golfers, patients, family, 
colleagues statesmen and physicians of the future, Frank is the 
very definltion of Friendship •. He is both our ~ero and our friend, 
a hero who brings out the best 1n you, and a fr1end who sticks with 
you through thick and thin. For each of us, he was counsellor who 
always listened and told the bard truth with b2RI· 

Frank was the embodiment of the teachings of Sirah concerning 
true friendship -- Chapter 6:14-17 

"A faithful friend is a sturdy shelter; he who finds one 
finds a treasure. A faithful friend is beyond price, no sum can 
balance his worth. A faithful friend is a life-saving remedy, such 
as he who fears God finds. For . he who fears God behaves 
accordingly, and his friend will be l1ke himself." 

5 
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Not long before his death, when discussing his terminal 
disease, he quoted the words of his beloved mother when he said, 
"To be afraid of death is to be afraid of life." He will continue 
for a long time in the memories of friends and associates which can 
be looked upon as an aspect of immortality. 

JMT:jil 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

April 8, 1991 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 54 members 
plus 2 guests in attendance. 

The paper entitled "How to Become a Cincinnatian" was 
written and read by Kornel Huvos. 

On Christmas Eve in 1956, Kornel, his wife and 10-year old 
son, wearing tattered clothes, having escaped illegally from 
Hungary, arrived in Cincinnati where he was to become a 
reporter for the Times Star. 

To become a Cincinnatian, it became necessary for Kornel to 
rid himself of certain ideas and habits and accept others, 
often diametrically opposed. For example, he had to overcome 
the profoundly humiliating psycho-optical device of being 
charged $9.99 for an object that cost $10.00, be referred to as 
a "folk" when he was accustomed to being a gentleman, and 
adopting to the inefficient American style of eating, which 
requires the constant shifting of knife and fork to the right 
hand. 

Clearly, Kornel has made the adjustment. He realizes that 
circumcised American males are not the victims of birth 
defects, and he can even enjoy champagne, nothwi thstanding the 
insulting label warning that the bottle must be pointed away 
from the person opening it since the stopper may eject 
forcefully, causing serious eye injury. 

Has he become a good Cincinnatian? Yo bet! 
/ 

~-v:!ly~u 
David Reichert 
Secretary 

DR:9 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

April 15, 1991 

President Richard Vi 1 ter presided. There were 41 members 
and 4 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Sons of 
Apollo" was written and read by John w. Vester. 

The paper is a biographical compendium of physicians who 
became writers, or more accurately stated, capsules of writers 
who happen to be physicians. Reviewed are Dante A1ighieri, 
Francois Rabelais, John Locke, James Parkinson, Oliver 
Goldsmith, John Keats, Peter Mark Roget, Oliver Wend•ll Holmes, 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and A. J. Cronin. 

Some of the fascinating and generally unknown facts are, 
for example, that Rabelais was appointed physician to St. 
Nicholas Hospital at Metz in Lorraine in 1546, Keats studied 
medicine and passed the examination of the "Court of 
Apothecaries" in 1816, Roget was one of the founders of the 
Manchester Medical School, took an active part in the 
establishment of the University of London and was a fellow of 
the Royal College of Physicians. Roget did not begin his 
thesaurus until he was 70, and by the time of his death some 20 
years later, the work had reached its 28th edition. Conan 
Doyle went to sea as a doctor and was knighted not because of 
his Sherlock Holmes volumes, but because of a pamphlet he 
published regarding England's participation in the Boer War 
which turned world opinion in favor of Britain. 

The writer begs forgiveness for omitting Chekhov, Schiller, 
Somerset Maugham, and hints they may be reviewed at a later 
date . 

DR:9 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

April 22, 1991 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 57 members 
plus 4 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Blessed Are 
the Peacemakers"?? was written and read by Eugene Mihaly. 

This allegorical essay on the first chapter of Genesis is 
really the reflection of an ongoing debate between truth and 
peace and mercy and loving kindness. The Creator has made man 
a combination of matter and spirit; earthly dust and immortal 
soul, resulting in a fusion of the terrestrial and the 
celestial. These two elements are in continuous tension with 
each other. Man's material nature is driven by the insatiable 
desires of the flesh which seeks satisfaction of its lust and 
immediate gratification of its senses. Simultaneously, man's 
soul yearns for truth, justice and peace; a perfect world. 

Thus, just as sensual man is driven by blind, uninhibited 
instinct to seek immediate fulfillment of his passions, so is 
spiritual man driven by his lofty ideals to which he clings 
with fanatic dogmatism. 

According to the allegory, both are equally illusory, 
unattainable and fatal. Celestial or absolute truth forever 
remains beyond man's reach. But, terrestrial truth is not 
absolute and thus is compassionate and understanding. 
Similarly, heavenly peace or perfect tranquility is beyond 
human attainment. Occasions wi 11 arise when demagogues and 
tyrants will have to be restrained and disciplined, making war, 
rebellion and strife not only justified, but the ethical means 
to preserve and pursue peace. 

Thus love and mercy are not absolutes. They do not 
require 'a denial of man's essential nature. The dil.emma. is 
that if one desires a world, one cannot have absolute JUStlce, 
and if one wants justice, one cannot have a world. The 
allegory ends with the prayer and plea "Blessed be the 
peacemakers--but may they learn to let go a little." 

mitteB, ~~lys 

David Reichert~~----~ 

DR:9 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

April 29, 1991 

Vice President Roger Newstedt presided. There were 41 
members plus 2 guests in attendance. The Budget was organized 
and read by Frank H. Mayfield, Jr. 

The first paper, "Beginning at a Red Oak, Burr Oak and 
Ash", written by Martin B. Macht, is an abbreviated account of 
the Clermont County area adjacent to the east fork of the 
Little Miami River where the Macht's have a farm which they 
call The Dowery. General William Lytle, for whom the park 
directly in front of The Literary Club is named, surveyed the 
area in the late 1700s. The paper traces the history of The 
Dowery from its original owner until it was acquired by the 
Machts. 

The second paper, "The Tale of Two Sons" is actually two 
papers, one by Frank Mayfield, Jr. about Eslie Asbury, whom 
Frank affectionately called Dr. Sage, and the second by Taylor 
Asbury about Frank Mayfield, M.D., whom the writer describes as 
father figure, advisor, confidant and good friend. The 
affection the elder Asbury and Mayfield had for each other is 
described as is the warm feeling their sons feel for each other . 

The last paper entitled "North of the Border" was written 
by Frank H. Mayfield, M.D. What appeared to be two unfortunate 
occasions resulted in Frank acquiring two Canadian friends. 
The first occurred when luggage, misplaced in a Toronto 
railroad station, was found by a Canadian customs officer. 
Several exchanges of correspondence resulted in an invitation 
being extended to Frank to visit the officer in Canada, which 
Frank subsequently accepted. 

The second episode occurred when Frank was notified by a 
captain in the Royal Canadian Mounted Police just prior to 
surgery that two of his children were in custody charged with 
violation of canadian customs laws. Nine months later, the 
captain was the writer's guest at , a C.' · nati Red·' s g~me and 
another canadian was adde ank ~st o northern fr1ends. 

DR:9 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

May 6, 1991 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 45 members 
plus 5 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Life in Year 
One After AH" was written and read by Hans Zimmer. 

On May 30, 1945, Hans returned home from World War II, more 
than six years after he had left in April of 1939 to serve what 
was supposed to be a mandatory two year obligation in the Army. 

His comfortable seven-room apartment in Berlin had been 
bombed out and he returned to a small two-room flat. The paper 
describes how he survived the first year after the war by 
tutoring, stamp dealing, gathering firewood with his father on 
early morning trips hiding in a septic tank from Russian 
soldiers and dealing in the black market. 

It was reported that more than 6,000 Berliners froze to 
death during the winter of 1945 and 46, but Hans survived to 
relate both tragic and amusing anecdotes of life in Berlin in 
the year following the fall of Adolph Hitler. 

At the business meeting following the reading of the paper, 
the minutes of the April meeting were approved. Charles Aring 
was elected to honorary membership and conservator Jim 
Alexander explained the Clubhouse renovation planned for this 
summer. 

DR:9 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MIRUTES OF MEETING 

May 13, 1991 

President Richard Vilter presided. There were 45 members 
plus 5 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "The Son of an 
Amishman" was written and read by Peter Briggs. 

The paper is a biography of Bill Bender, allegedly the most 
influential person at Harvard between 1946 and 1960, for whom 
Peter worked for 10 years in the undergraduate admissions 
office. Bender began his Harvard career in 1946 as Counselor 
for Veterans, became Dean of Harvard College in 1948, and in 
1952, created the office of Admissions and Financial Aids. His 
noteworthy achievement was designing a balanced student body by 
admitting original, independent and imaginative minds and not 
just intellectuals. After Bender retired from Harvard, he 
became the Director of Boston's Permanent Charity Fund, which 
he managed until his death in 1969 at 

DR:9 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

May 20, 1991 

President Richard Vilter prAsided. There were 47 members 
plus one guest in attendance. The paper entitled "The Great 
Mexican Wedding Robbery" was written by Nelson s. Knaggs and 
read by John Tew. 

When seven troubadours pulled off a daring robbery at the 
wedding of two of Mexico's richest families, who would have 
thought that some 21 years later the ringleader would marry the 
daughter of the bride and groom? The tale traces the 
conception of the robbery through the multi-million dollar sale 
of the pilfered jewels in London and Switzerland, the 
subsequent prosperity of the robbers and the surprise ending. 

DR:9 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
Minutes of Meeting 

June 3, 1991 

President, Richard Vilter presided. There were 59 members 
plus ·1 guest in attendance. The paper entitled "The world in a 
Bottle" was written and read by George Rieveschl. 

Described by the writer as one of the grandest, most 
splendiferous and impressive experiments attempted in the 
twentieth century, Biosphere 2, located about 50 miles 
northwest of Tucson, Arizona will be a completely closed system 
consisting of 3 .15 acres. In an attempt to replicate earth, 
the Biosphere will contain a barnyard, a half-acre farm with 18 
garden plots, some 3800 species of birds, animals and insects, 
a tropical rain , forest, a quarter-acre ocean, salt water 
marshes and a desert. 

The paper describes this fascinating experiment costing 
approximately 150 million dollars in which eight persons will 
enter at the end of 1991 and emerge two years later having 
sustained themselves in their earth replica. 

Following the reading of the paper, the minutes of the 
previous month were read and approved and the annual elections 
were held. Elected were John R. Newstedt, President, David 
Reichert, Vice-President and Ernest G. Muntz, Secretary. U~on 
motion of John Diehl duly seconded and passed, the follow1ng 
were elected by acclamation: 

George Rieveschl - Treasurer 
Thomas s. Gephardt - Clerk 
Joseph s. Stern, Jr. - Trustee 

Respectfully submitted 

David Reichert, Secretary 

DR/2 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
Minutes of Meeting 

June 10, 1991 

T~e Annual Outing was .graciously hosted by Taylor Asbury at 
beau~1ful Forest Retreat 1n Kentucky. President Richard Vilter 
pres1ded and there 59 members plus 2 guests in attendance . 

The first paper entitled "Opening Remarks" was written and 
read by Taylor Asbury. This was the fifth meeting of the club 
at Forest Retreat, the others having occured on June 27, 1936, 
June 8, 1957 on a precedent breaking Saturday, June 10, 1968 
and June 11, 1973. 

The second paper entitled "Forest Retreat Revisited" was 
also written and read by Taylor Asbury. 

The history of Forest Retreat begins about 1800 when young 
Thomas Metcalfe immigrated from Virginia and settled on the 
land. He became the tenth Governor of Kentucky and was later 
appointed to the United States Senate. 

After Metcalfe's death, the house and farm fell on hard 
times until 1935 when Tom Asbury, Eslie Asbury's uncle, 
convinced As to purchase the farm at auction. The house was 
restored, horse breeding began and in 1954 the farm's best 
known horse, Determine won the Kentucky Derby. 

The third paper entitled "Going Home" was written and read 
by Milo R. Beran. Theo Svoboda, the son of an immigrant 
farmer, returned after a long absence to his Wisconsin River 
Valley home for the funeral of his father. At the funeral he 
mourns the lost opportunity for a reconciliation with his 
autocratic father whose influence on his life he now realized 
he had misjudged. Sadly he reflects that he can never tell his 
father of the traits they shared nor could he acknowledge his 
father's precepts and examples which had shaped his life. 
Touchingly he reminisces on his own childho?d and. what .m~st 
have been that of his father and mother 1n the1r Bohem1an 
village. 

David Reichert, Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 

The 1990-91 Year In Review 

During the year in which the Club celebrated its 141st 
anniver~ary, 3~ meetings were held, of which 6 were budgets. 
The spr1ng out1ng was held for the fifth time at the Asbury's 
Forest Retreat in Kentucky. 

Tradition dictates that statistics be an integral part of 
this report. Thus, 1,855 members and 126 guests attended last 
year's meetings, constituting an average of 55 persons per 
meeting, of which members made up 51.5. 

Two members died during the year - Victor E. Reichert and 
Frank H. Mayfield. 

Charles D. Aring was elected to honorary membership. 

Seven new members were admitted.. At year's end we had 96 
Regular, 4 Honorary and 16 Associate members. 

Of the 55 papers written, 9 were biographical, 10 
autobiographical, 12 dealt with history, 8 philosophy, 1 humor, 
5 fiction and 10 current affairs. 

At the annual election, John Roger Newstedt was elected 
President, David Reichert, Vice President and Ernest G. Muntz, 
Secretary. Re-elected were Joseph S. Stern, Jr., Trustee, 
George Rieveschl, Jr., Treasurer and Thomas S. Gephardt, Clerk. 

Appointed were John A. Diehl, Historian, Hans Zimmer, 
Librarian, Yeatman Anderson, III, Associate Librarian and James 
M. Alexander, Jr., Conservator. 

Through the yeoman efforts of Jim Alexander with able 
assistance from John Diehl, the Clubhouse remodeling was 
authorized and completed. 

__.__.-·--~ () I~ 
c Re pectful~~ 

~. t David Re1cher 
Secretary 
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